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DEDICATION. 

WoR-tDteis- been indebted J and it is;. 
with great pleafiire that I embrace this 
occafion of making my acknowledg- 
ments to the Earl of Corke, as it 
gives nie an opportunity at the fartic 
time of confcfling my obligations to Mr, 
Boyle. 

I WILL not offend your Lordfliip 
with the common flattery of dedica- 
lions, having always obferved that praifc 
is lead pleafing, where it is moft due : 
a confideration that obliges me to add 
no more, than that I am. 

My Lord, 

Tour LordshipV obli^ed^ 

*' ' . • , fnpji humble^ 

• • and moji obedient 

Servant^ 

ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 



TO 

SoAME Jenyns, Efqv 

One of the Lords Commiflioners for 
. Trade and Plantations, 



S I R, 

TO prpmotc the circu^tion 9/ 
. the fmaU volumes, by, limit- 
ing their number to no more than fix, 
it was thought advifeable to put a Hop 
to the paper of the Wor'xd, at a 
time when the demand for it greatly 
exceeded my expeflation, and while it 
was the only faftiionable vehicle, in 
which men of rank and genius chofe 
' to convey their; fcntimcms to the pub- 
A 3 lie. 
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He* To exteiui itvis circulation (for 
I confcfs myfclf a very felf-intcreftcd 
perfon) I have feparatcly addrefled the 
firft five volumes to thofe of my cor- 
refpondents whofe pieces are the moft 
numerous, and whofe names and cha- 
racters jdo me the greatefl: honour. It 
will not therefore, I hope, difpleafe 
you, if among thefe favourite names 
you happen to difcover your own ;, it 
being impoflihle for me to fay any 
thing more to the advantage of this, 
work, than that many of the efiays 
in it were written by Mr. Jeny ns. 

I amy SIR, 

T^ur M^ obligei 

and moft ohedient 

bumile Servant j 

ADAMJITZ-ADAM. 



TO 

Mn MOORE. 

Dear SIR, 

IN the H(t of thpfc whom I am 
proucj to call jmy aflTiftants in this 
work, and to the principal of whom, 
as fax as they are come to mjr know- 
ledge, I have dedicated |hc fprnier vo- 
lumes of it, to have omitted you. my 
beft and fincereft frieod, would have 
been flrange and unpardonable. It 
would have been ftrange^ ajs you are 
fcnObJe how high a regard I have al- 
wayjj paid to whatever came from youx 
hand, and unpardonable, a^ I am con- 
vinced you never fat down to write me 
a paper but from motives of pure love 
A 4 tod 
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and affcftion. It is true, and I fcorn 
to flatter even in a dedication, I have 
not always regarded your papers with 
that degree of admiration which fome 
other of my correfpoiidents command- 
ed from me ; yet fo partial have I been 
to your talents and abilities, that you 
muft own I have never through the 
whole courfe of the work refufed any 
one of your lucubrations : . infomuch 
that I greatly fear my readers may now- 
and-then have reafon to reproach me 
with having fuffered my friendfhip to 
blind my judgment. 
. But let Malice and Envy fay' tHei^ 
pleafure, I 'fhall' always ackiiowledge 
with gratitude the favour of your af- 
fiftance in the long contention I have 
iiad with, the vices ^nd follies of thp 
world-, and that it was frequently ow'- 
' ' ing 



D E D I C A T I O KL 

ing to your ironicat {tmlOj ^hat I fiavc 
been enabled to raifc the laugbfOjf.lrailr 
lery in favour of virtue apd good. ^Jwn^ 
ners. I confefs indeed, am} yov( !vtiK 
not be angry that to yourfelf I avow it^ 
the immortality I have reafon to, hope 
for, arifes from the conjundion of ni*- 
ny higher names than yours^ which^ 
have had the honour to aflbciafe wirji 
me in this favoured undertaking. And 
here 1 feel my vanity ftruggling to got , 
loofe, and indulge itfeif in tht pleafmg ^ 
theme. The name of F i t ?-A dam 
(hall be carried down to lateft pofte- 
rity with thofe of his age, the moft ad- 
mired for their genius, their Ifarning^ 
their wit and huiiwur. But I check my- 
felf.— I dare not engage in the tafk of 
faying what ought to be faid on this 
occafion, and .therefore beg leave to 
hide my inability in filence. 

A 5 You 
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Tou win faidon, Sr, this 6ian di- 
gtrfiksfb, though Mt msdt in your fa^ 
TOW I Md be afiursd, nocwithftancfing 
«lt I have (aid, and whatever I may think 
0f you as a writer, as a man I bear 
you a tree affeftion, take a very iiv- 
Herefted part m all your concern,, and 
Ihould you ever nieet with that reward 
from the pubfic, which I think your 
merits have leag deserved, I hope you 
«e fatisfied that no one will more truly 
rejoice iif your good fortune than, , 

Dear Sir, 

T<n9t mdft affidUnate friend^ 

f and immbkfirvant^ 

i ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 



I II 1 



m^^m'''^ifmim^''i^mi9it^mfm^9m mm w pi i n i w. ! i^ " 



THE 

W OR L D- 

■ ■■I f iwii ' i !■■■■ .1 ...I . ..p^i. '.■■■■ ■■■ w i m »• 

NuMi, 157. THURSpAY, January i^ I756« 

ON £ can fcarce pafs an hour in any com* 
pany, ivithout kearing it frequently af- 
ferted, that the prcfent generation of fcf- 
vants in this i:oiintry are the proujdcft, and the 
lazieft^ the mpfl profligate^ inibi^nt, and extra* 
va^it fct of mortals any where to be found on 
the face of the^globe : to which iodiijputable trutji 
I always readily give my aflent, with but one 
Ajagle exception, whiph i^ th^ of their ma/lers 
and ladies. Now^ though by this exci^tipn I 
have incurred ftiie contemptuouLs fmijes of many 
a wife face^ wd the indigxxant. frowns pf many a 
praty one, yetl fla^ll here venture tpihew, that 
the pride and la^^iaefs of our feryants, from 
wbeAce their profligacy, infolence, aiad extrava- 
gance oiuft unavoidably proceed, are entirely 
^>9«ri^, not only to our example, but to our cuj- 
Civation, and are but the natural produdions of 
the iame imperfections in ourfelves. 

In the £rft place then, pride has put it into our 

beads^ diajt ix is jxioft honourable to be waited on 

A 6 by 
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hy gentlemen and ladies ; and all, who are really 
iuch by birth of education, having alfo too much 
of the lame pride, however neceflitous, to fubmit 
to any fervitude, however eafy, we are obliged to 
take the loweft of the people, and convert them 
by our own ingenuity into the genteel perfonages 
we think proper (hould attend us. Hence our 
very footmen are adorned with gjold and filver, 
with bags, toupees, and ruffles : the valet de 
' chambre cannot be diftinguifhed from his mafter, 
but by being better dreft ; and Joan, who ufed to 
be but as good as my lady in the darky is now by 
no iTeans her inferior in the day-light. In great 
families I have frequently intreated the maitre 
"/f hotel to go before me, and have pulled a chair 
' jfor the butler, imagining them to be part, ^nd 
not the leaft genteel part of the company, Their 
diverfions too are no lefs polite than their ap- 
pearance J in the country they are fportfmen, in 
town . they frequent plays, operas, and taverns, 
and at home have their routs and their gaming- 
tables. 

But left thus exalting our fervants to an equa- 
lity with ourfelves fhould not fufficiently aug-^ 
ment their pride, and deftroy all fubordination, 
" we take another method more efFeftually to com- 
plete the work, which is, debafing ourfelves to 
" their meannefs by a ridiculous imitation of their 
drefles and occupations. Hence were derived the 
flapping hat, and cropped hair, the green frock, 
the long ftafF, and buckfkin breeches : hence„ 
among the ladies, the round-eared cap, the ftuft* 
night-gown, white apron, and black leather 
' fhoe : and hence many perfons ofthehigheftrank 
daily employ themfclves in riding matches, driv- 
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ing coaches, or in running before them, in or- 
'der to convince their domeftics how greatly they 
are inferior to them in the execution of there 
honourable offices. Since then we make ufe of 
•fo much art to corrupt our fervants, have we rea- 
•fon to be angry with their concurrence ? Since 
we take fo much pains to inform them of their 
fupcriority, and our weaknefs, can we be fur- 
prifed that they deipife us, or be difpleafed with 
their infolence and impertinence : 

As the pride of fervants thus proceeds from 
the pride, fo does their lazinefs from the lazi- 
nefs of their mailers : and indeed, if there is 
any chara<9:eriftic peculiar to the young people of 
fauiion of the prefent age, it is their lazinefs, or 
an extreme unwillingnefs to attend to any thing, 
that can give them the leaft trouble or difquie- 
tude ; without any degree of which they wouM 
fain enjoy all the luxuries of life, in contradi6li- 
on to the difpofitions of providence, and the na- 
ture of things. They would have great eftates 
without any management, great expences without 
any, accounts, and great families without atiy 
diicipline or ceconomy : in (hort, they are 6t 
only to be inhabitants of £«M^r/(^^/, where, as 
the child's geography informs us, men lie up- 
on their backs with their mouths open, and it 
rains fat pigs ready roafted. From this princi- 
ple, when the pfiac they have infufed into their 
fervants has produced a proportionable degree of 
• lazinefs, their own lazinefs is too prevalent to 
fufFer them to ftruggle with that of their fer- 
vants ; and thev rather chufe that all bufinefs 
ihould be negleaed, than to enforce the perform- 
ance of it ; and- to give up all authority, rather 

thaa 
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than take the pains to fupportit : from whence 
it happens, that in great and noble families^ 
where the domeftics are very nun^erous, they 
Will not fo much as wait iipon tbemielves ^ and 
was it not for the friendly affiftance of chair- 
women, porters^ chairmen and ihoe^blacks, pro* 
cured by a generous diftribution of coals, can- 
dles, and provifions, the common offices o£lik 
could never be executed. In fuch it is often as 
difficult to procure conveniencies, as in a dcfart 
ifland ; and one frequently wants neceflaries in 
the midft of profufenefs and extravagance. In 
fuch families I have fometimes been Ibut up 
in the cold room, and interdi£i:ed from the ufe of 
fire and water for half a day ^ and, though du- 
ring my imprifonment I have feen numberlefs 
fervants continually paffing by, the utmoft I 
could procure of tiiem was, that they would 
fend fomebody to relieve my neceffities, which 
they never pe/formed. In fuch I have fcen, 
when a favourite dog has difcharged a too plenti-^ 
ful dinner in the drawing-room, at the frequent 
ringing of the bell numerous attendants make 
4beir appearance, all intreated to depute fome 
i>ne to remove the nufance with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, but no one has been found in fuch a 
houfe mean enough to undertake fuch an en)- 
ployment ; and fo it has lain fmoaking under 
the nof^ of the illuftrious company during the 
whole evening. 

I COULD produce innumerable inftances^ mi- 
nute indeed and unobferved, but well worthy 
obfervation, of the encroachments of our fer- 
vants on our eafme& and indolence, in the in- 
trodu(^oa of moft of the fafiuons that have 

pre- 
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prevailed for feveral years paf(, in our equipages 
aad domeftlc oeconomy ; all which are entirely 
calculated for their pkaiure, eafe, or advantage, 
in dired contradiction to our own. To mention 
but a few : our coaches are made nneafy, but 
light, that they may whirl us along with the ut* 
moft rapidity, for oieir own amufement. Glafles 
before are laid afide, and we are immured in the 
dark, that the coachman may no longer be un* 
der our mfpeClion, but be drunk or afleep 
without any obfervation. Family liveries are 
difcarded, becaufe badges of fervility, which 
might give information to whom their wearers'^ 
belong^, and to whom complaints might be 
addre&d of their enormities. By their care- 
leflheis and idlenels they have obliged us to hire 
all our horfes, and to have got rid of the labour 
of looking after them. By their impofitions on 
the road they have forced us into poft-chaifes, by 
which means- thev are at liberty to travel by 
themfelvesy as it oeft iuits their own eafe and 
convenience. By their impertinence, which we 
have not pttiifice to endure, nor refolution to 
redrefs, they have reduced us to dumb- waiters, 
that is, to wait upon ourfelves ^ by which means 
they have ihaken off the trouble and condefceru* 
(ion of attending us. By their jHrofufion and 
mifmanagement in houfe-keeping, they have 
compelW us to allow them board-wages, by 
which means they have obtained a conftant eic-> 
cufe to loiter at public-houfes, and money in 
^eir pockets to fquander there in gaming, 
drunkennefs, and extravagance. The laft of 
tbefe is an evil of fo gigantic a fize, fo condu- 
cive to the univerial corruption of the lower 

part 
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part of this nation, and fo entirely deftru£tive of 
all family order, decency, and ceconomy, that it 
well deferves the confideration of a legiflature, 
who are not themfelves under the influence of 
their fervants, and can pay them their wages 
without any inconvenience. 

From what has been faid it plainly appears, 
that every man in this country, is ill-ferved in 
proportion to the number and dignity of his fer- 
vants : the parfon, or the tradefman, who keeps 
but two maids and a boy not exceeding twelve 
years old, is ufually very well waited on ; the 
private gentleman infinitely worfe ; but pcrfons 
of great fortunes or quality, afraid of the idols of 
their own fetting up, are negledled, abufed, and 
impoverifhed by their dependenife ; the king him- 
felf, as is due to his exalted ftation, is more im- 
pofed on, and worfe attended, than any one of 
his fubjefts. 

Numb. 158. Thursday, Jaimary 8> 1756. 

DU R I N G the courfe of thefe my labours, 
there is nothing that I have applied my- 
{c\^ to with more diligence and attention, or 
that I have hoped for with greater pleafure and 
delight, than the reformation of the fair fex. 
Their dreffing, gaming, and painting have been 
from time to time the fubjefts of my a:iimadver- 
fions- Happy indeed fhould I have been, if my 
•fuccefs had borne any proportion to my zeal : 
but as my philofophy has taught me to bear " 
with patience thofc evils which I cannot redrefs, 

I ank 
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I am contented, under certain limitations, to 
wink at thofe enormities which I wanted to have 
removed. Jn regard to drefs, I confent that the 
fafbion fhUn continue as it now is ; but I enter 
my proteft againft abfolute nakednefs ; for while 
I am conniving at low ftays and Ihort petticoats, 
I will permit no lady whatfoever (as a brother 
eflayift very wittily has it) to make both ends meet. 
T confent alfo to the prefent fafhion of curling 
the hair, fo that it may ftand a month without 
combing ; though I, niuft confefs (and F believe 
moft huibands and lovers are of my opinion) 
that I think a fortnight or three weeks might be 
a fufficient time : but I bar any application to 
thofe foreign ardfts, who advertife in the public 
papers that they have the fecret of msiing up a 
lady's head for a compleat quarter of a year. Ai 
to gaming, I permit it to go on as it aoes, prd- 
vided that the ladies will content themfelves with 
injuring their huibands in no other refpedl thaii 
ruining their fortunes. Painting likewife I fub- 
mit to ; and indeed as cards and late houra hav^ 
fo totally deftroy^ the natural complexion, it \k 
not iinreafonable that a little art fbould be in- 
troduced to repair it. But to make this art as 
little hurtful as pof&ble to the health, the breath^ 
the teeth, and the Ikin of thofe who pra6life it, 
I have confulted almoft every author both anci- 
ent and modern, who has written on the fub- 
jed. The moft fatisfaftory of thefe is jo. Paul 
Lomatius, a painter of Milan. His works were 
tranflated by Richard Haydock of New coUegt?^ 
Oxford, in the year 1558. In the third book 
' of which are the following obfervationsj which 

the 
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tfae author caUs n diJcQurjk tfthe artifaitU heoMty of 
wamen. 

^^ Having treated of fo many and divers 
^' things, I could not but fay fbmet)jKn^ of fuch 
*< matters a9 women ufe ordmarily in lieautify- 
. ^* ing and embelliOiing their faces f a thing well 
'^ worth the knowledge : infomucb as many 
** women are fo poflefled with a defire of help- 
*^ ing their complexions by fome artificial 
*< means, that they will by no neans be dif- 
^< fuaded from the fame. 

*< Now the things which they ufe are theie, 
^^ viz. ointments otdivers forts, powders, fatts, 
*^ waters, and the like : whereof Jo» Moda<- 
** neie, doAor of phyftci hath written at large, 
^^ ia bis book uttitl«d the ornajpentt of woqk^, 
*< wherein he teacbctb tbo w^9 wivc of beau«> 
<< tifving t)^ fjiic^. 

^< ^ioii my intent in Itbis treatife is only xq 
f < difcpver the natures of ccrtnin tbiiigs waic^ 
<< sure in daily ufe for this purpc^e ; becaufq i| 
fi^ qft^n f^llwi o^t, t^t inflcad of i)^utifyif)g| 
*^ they do moft viMy disfigure tbemiflvcs. Tbf 
^< reafon whereof is, becau(e tbey are igHO* 
^< rant pf th^ nature and qualities gf (h^ ingre- 
<< dients. Howbeit, partly .by my dire£tbns, 
*^ and partly by Modoneie's book, I hope to 
<^. content and iatis^ th^m in all fuch fort, that 
<< they fhall have juft caufe to thank us both ; 
<^ and in truths for their fakps have I fpecially 
^< undertaken this paines, by teaching them X^ 
*< underftand the natures of the minerals, ve^ 
^^ getables, and animals which are moft appli-* 
<^ ed to this \xk. So that if mj ihall hence- 

« forth 
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<^ forth fall into the inconvenieiiice *after Q>eci- 
•* fied, their own perril be it. And firft, con- 
'^^ cerning fublimate. 

" Cy SUBLIMATE, and the bad effi^r thereof. 

** Divers women ufe fublimate diverfly pre* 
^^ pared for encreafe of their beautv* Some 
<< brav it with quicldilver in a marble mortar 
** witn a wooden pefile, and this they call ar^ 
^^ gentatum ; others boyl it in water, mtd there* 
^< with wafli their face ; fome grind it with po^ 
^< nutum^ and fundry other waies ; but this is 
^^ fuie, that which way foever it be ufed, it is 
^^ very ofieniive (9 man's fieib^ a&d tl»k not on-* 
*^ Iv to the face, but unto all the other parts of 
** tne body befides ; for proof whereof, fubli- 
^< mate is called dead Jw': becaufe of its malig«> 
^^ nant and biting nature : the compofition 
<^ whereof is of j&i6«, qukJ^etr^^ wdvitriolj di-* 
<^ ftilled (qgetber m aglaflbft ve^K 

^< Thu tb^cUuruifipm call a corrofive, be- 
<^ caufe if it be pat upoa vek^n*$ fiefh, it burn* 
<< eth it in a ibort fpace, marttfying the place, 
■^ AOC without great piMti to the patient. Where* 
*^ fore fuch women as ufe it about their face, 
*< have always black teeth ftandiog far out of 
<< their gums like a SpanUh mule, ah ofFenfive 
*' breath, with a fiice half fcjtfi'cfaed, and anun- 
** clean complexion : all which proceed from 
^^ the nature of fublimate : fo that fimple wo* 
** men, thinking to grow more beautiful, be* 
'* come disfigure!, haftcniftg old age before the 
^^ timei and giving occafton to their hufban^ 

44 tg, 
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*• to feck ftran^rs inftead of their wives, witH 
** divers other inGonveniencies. 

" CycERUSSE, and thi ijgfeSfs tlereof. 

** "t^HE ceruffe, or white lead, which women 
** ufe to better their complexion, is made of lead 
** and vinegar, which mixture is naturally a 
** grekt drier ; fo that thofe women which ufe 
•* it about their faces, doe quickly become wi- 
^^ thered and grey-headed, becauie this doth fo 
** mightily dry up the natural moyfture of thefr 
** flem : and if any give not credit to my re- 
^^ port, let them but obferve fuch as have ufed 
^' it, an(bl doubt not but they will eafyly be 
5« fatisficd. 

" Of PLUMB ALUMB. 

** This alume is a kind of ftone, which feem- 
** eth as it were made of tow, and b of fo hot 
*« arnd dry a nature, thai^ you make the wicke 
** of a candle therewith, it is thought it will 
** burn continually widiout going out ; a very 
** ftrange matter, and bcj^nd credit. With this, 
•' fome ufe to rub the fkin off their face, to make 
^' it feem red by reafon of the inflammation it 
*' procureth ; but qucftionleflfe it hath divers in- 
*^ conveniencies, ^nd therefore to be avoided, 

^* Of the JUICE ^LEMONS. 

** Some ufe the juice of lemons about their 
«« face, not knowing the evil qualities thereof : 

" for 
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** for it is fo forcible, that it diffolvcth the hard- 
** eft ftones into water, and there is nothing 
** which fooner diflblveth pearl than it. Now 
*' if it can diffolve ilones in this manner^ what 
*• think you will it do upon man's flefh ? Whcre- 
*^ fore I exhort all women to efchewe this and 
^^ the like fretting and wearing medicines. 

" Of the OYL of TARTARIE. 

*' There is no greater fretter and eater than 
^ the oyl of tartaric, which in a very fhort time 
** mortifieth a wound, as well as any other. 
** cauftic or corrofive ; and being fo ftrong a 
*' fretter, it will take any ftain or fpot out of 
*' linen, or woollen cloth : wherefore we may 
** eafily think, that if it be ufed about the face, 
. ** it will work the like efFefts on the fame, by 
** fcorching and hardening it fo, that in many 
•< days it will not return to the former ftate. 

« Of the ROCKE ALUME. 

** RocKE alume doth likewife hurt the fact, 
infomuch as it is a very piercing and drying 
" mineral y and is ufed in ftrong water for the 
*' diffolving of metals, which water is made only 
•* of rocke alume and fal nitrum diftilled, and is 
** found to be of that ftrength, that one drop 
•* thereof being put on the fkin, burneth, fhrivcl- 
** eth and parcheth it, with divers others incon- 
*• vcnicncies, as loofmg the teeth, &c. 



<« Of 



cc 



12 T H E W O R L D. N^ 158. 

*« (yCAMPHIRE. 

^ Camprihe is fohot and drie, that ctuminw 
** any-thing neere the fier, k fuddcnly taketk 
•* fier, and burneth moft vehemently. This be- 
*« ing Stpplied to the face, fcaldeth it exceedingly, 
^< caufuig a great alteration, by parching of the 
** fkinne, and procuring a Burning in the face ; 
^^ and in this the women are very much de- 
** ceaved. 

•* Ofallfuch things ^s are memUs to the healthy 
"^^ and hurtful to the iompJexiofu 

** All thofe paintings and emhellii(hin£^ which 

*• are made with minerals and corrofives, are 

^* very dangerous ; for being laid upon the flefli, 

•* efpecially upon the face or a woman, which is 

** very tender and delicate hy nature (befides the 

** harm they doe to the natural beauty) doe 

*< much prejudice the health of the body : for it 

** is very certain that all paintings and colour- 

** ings made of minerals or half minerals, as 

^^ iron, brafs, lead, tinn, fublimate, cerufle, cam- 

•* phire, juice of lertions, plume alume, felt 

^^ peeter, vitriol, and all manner of faltes, and 

^* fortes of alumes^ (as hath bin declared] are 

*• very ofFerfive to the complexion of the face ly 

•* wherefore if there be no remedy, but women 

•* wiH be medliiig with this arte of polifhing, 

*' let them ihfteede of thofe minerafl ftuffcs, ufe 

•* the remedies following. 
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** Offuche helptt cf iiauty «f mof fafily ht ufed 
*< mihotadimgir. 

^^ There is nothing in the worU whrch doth 
^^ more beautifie and adorne a woman, than 
«^ cheerfidmsft ftnd contentment : for it is not 
•' the red and white which giveth the gratious 
^^ .j^erfcfHon -of bdautjr^ but ceftain -fparUin^ 
*^ notes and touches of amiable cheerfulhefTe ac- 
<< compaftying tbc Isofie; the trufth wheieof 
^^ BiB^ appear in a difcontented woman, cdief';* 
«* wi^ «xte6edtng laii^ who at that inftant will 
^^ i«fem yl.finfottred and unlovdy : as Csontraiie- 
** wtfe^ an bard*favoured and browne woman, 
^^ being merrjr^ pleafant and jocond^ will feem 
^< Aificteittljr beautiful. 

^^ SmcoNDLY honefty : becaufe though a 
'* woman be ftir and merry^ and yet be dif* 
'^ honeft, flie muft needs feem moft ougly to an 
^^ ingenuous and honeft mind, 

<^ Thirdly wifdome : for a fooIi£h, vain, 
^* {;iggling dame cannot be reputed fair, info- 
^< much as flie hath an impure and polluted 
•* mind. 

** But hereof fufficient, till a further bppor^ 

^^ tunitie be adminiftred. Mean while, if any be 

- •* defirous to be more fatisfied in this point, I re- 

•* ferre thcqi to an oration or treatife of Nazi- 

•* anzen's concerning this matter." 

Thus far Lomatius ; and as I have not been 
abte to procure the treatife he refers to, I could 
^fitti iwth aH fliy heart that the ladies wtmW lay 
afide their p*iftt for a few A^eeks, and make trial 
cf \ih Tece!t>t. tt wiH itxdeed ooft tfitm foml 

'tfoubse. 
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trouble, and may poffibly require a little altera- 
tion in their manner of living : but I will venture' 
to affert, that the united toilettes of a hundred 
women of fafhion cannot furnifh a compoiition 
tiiat will be half fo efficacious. 

Numb. 159. Thursday, January 15, 1756. • 

OL D as I am, my curiofity carried me die 
other night to fee the new dramatic fittue, ' 
called The Apprentice, \^ich, confidering the* 
prefent epidemic madnefs for theatrical employ<** 
ments raging; through the lower ranks of people,' 
will I hope be as ferviceable to cure the Englifli' 
mob of that idle diforder, as the immortal work 
of Cervantes was to exorcife from the breafts of 
the Spanifh nobility the demon of knight-^errantry. 
The piece is new and entertaining, and has re-» 
ceived no inconfiderable advantages from die- 
mafterly performance of a principal comedian, 
who, with a true genius for the ftage, has very 
ilaturally reprefented the contemptible, infuffici- 
ency of a pert pretenfion to it. At my return' 
to my lodgings, I foufid the following letter on 
my tabic. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

Among the many benevolent defign^ which 
have adorned the prefent well-difpofed age, I rcr^ 
member to have read one a few years agp, in a. 
liriodical pamphlet, entitled^ «^ A propofal /o|:^ 
*'^bui^d)ng an hofpital for decayed authors" which 

gave 
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gave me, and many other charitable people^ 
much fatisfaAion. if the aged, the lame, and the 
tlind are proper objefls of compaffion, how much 
more fo are thofe, who (if I may ufe the expref- 
lion) have mutilated their underftandings by an 
application to an art which incapacitates its pro- 
feflbrs for all other purfuits ! How many fublime 
genius's have we daily feen, who, fcorning the 
mechanic drudgeiies to which they have been 
deftined by their muck-worm parents, have fo 
feafted their minds with Pierian delicacies, as to 
leave their bodies to perifh through nakednefs 
and hunger. 

Having heard that the author of that eflay 
made an impreffion not only upon thofe who fhed 
often the tears of pity, but even upon ufurers, at- 
tornies, and fober tradefmen, I have ventured, by 
the conveyance of your paper, to lay my thoughts 
before the public, in compaffion to the diftreffes 
of another order of men, who, in a fubordinate 
degree, are connefted with the fublime race of 
authors, and, as retainers to the mufes, claim 
mine and yo'jr affiftance. The pcrfons I mean 
are fuch as, either from Iffie want of ambition or 
capacity, are prevented from foaring high enough 
to oblige mankind with their own conceptions, 
and yet having a tafte or inclination above hand- 
ling a V^rd, or engroffing parchment, entertain 
and inltruft the reft of their fpecies by retailing 
the thoughts of others, and animating their own 
carcafes vnth the ever-living fentiments of he- 
roes, heroines, wits and legiflators. Thtfc l-: n 
tlemen and ladies, whilft thry are reliuf..'" ,:"; 
London, are called in plain Enp^liiri, jj : j ; 
but when they condefcend to exhibu i:/.ii ;■ i 

Vol. IV. B : = c 
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fcription for raifihg an hofpital for decayed afters 
and aflreffes, that our performers may cohftantly 
be cheriihed with the affurance that meagre want 
Ihall never grin at their royal heels, and that 
whenever age, accident, or the caprice of the 
town deprives thofe of their heroic callings, who 
fortunately have efcaped violent deaths (for thefe 
reprefentatives of heroes are fometimes known 
to imitate their originals, ^d as the poet fings, 

ere nature bids them die^ 

Fate takes them early to the pitying Jky) 

they will be fupported whilft alive ; and, when 
iheji/iers three Jhalljlit the fatal thready they may 
be enabled to make an exit as they have lived, 
in mimetic grandeur, and have the infignia of 
th^ir honours carried before them to the gravels 
lightlefs man/ton. 

If I find the generality of your readers are in- 
clined to encourage this ufeful charity, I will take 
the liberty to offer to them a plan for the build- 
ing fuch an hofpital, a fcheme for the raifing a 
fund for its fupport, to point out what qualifica- 
tions are neceflary to intitle a candidate to a 
place in it, and, laft of all, to recapitulate the 
many advantages that muft neceffarily be derived 
to fociety from fo laudable an undertaking. 

But that no well-difpofed perfons may be in- 
fluenced by the uncharitable infinuation that I 
have fome felfifli views in the ere£ling this hofpi- 
tal, I think it abfolutely • neceflary to declare, 
that I am neither an unemployed phyfician, an 
linpraftifed furgeon, nor a druglefs apothecary ; 
nor cb I any other way expeft -either emolument « 

or 
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or-pUafure from tli^ inftitution, thau in that; 
fweeteft of fenfations which the heart feds in 
having contributed to the relief of others, which 
always rifts in proportion to the objeft. What 
then, and how great muft be mine, to have con- 
tributed to the comfort of fo illuftrious a race of 
worthies ! 

I am, with very fincere efteem. 
Sir, 

Tour mojl humble faithful fervanty 

A. Z. 

NvMB. i6o. Thursday, Jan. 22, 1756. 

IXHINK, fir, more than three years are 
p^ft, fince you began to beftow your labours 
on the reformation of the follies of the age. You 
have more than once hinted at the great fuccefs 
that has attended your endeavours ; but furely, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, you deceive yourfelf. Which 
of your papers has cfteftuated any real amend- 
ment? Efave fewer fools gone to, or returned 
from France, fince you commenced author \ or 
have fewer French follies been- purchafed or pro- 
pagated by thofe who never were in France ? Do 
not women, dreffed French, ftill ifllie from houfes 
drefled Chinefe, to theatres drefled Italian, in 
fpite of your grave admonitions ? Do the yoUng 
men wear lefs claret, or the beauties lefs rouge^ 
in obedience to yourledlures ? Do men of fafliioii, 
who ufed to fling for a thoufand pounds a throw, 
B 3 now 
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now caft only for five hundred ? or if they fhonldi^ 
do you impute irto Your credit with Them, or 
to Their want of credit ? I do not mean, fir, tor 
depreciate the merit of your lucubrations : in 
point of effed, I believe they have operated as 
great reformation as the difcourfes of the divine 
Socrates, or the fermons of the afl:c<SlingTillotfon. 
I really believe you would have corrected that 
young Athenian, marquis Alcibiades, as foon as: 
nis philofophic preceptor. What I would urge 
is, that all the preachers in the world,- whether 
jpcofe, fatyric, fevere, or damnatory, will never 
be able to bring about a reformation of manfiers, 
by the mere charms of their eloquence orexhor- ' 
tation. You cannot imagine, iJir. Fitz-Adam,, 
how much ed^e it would give to your wit to be 
backed by a little temporal authority. We may 
in vain regret the fimplicity of manners of our 
anceftors,. while there are no fumptuary laws to 
reftrain luxury, no ecclefiaftical cenfures to cafti- 
gate vice, I fhall offer to your readers an ,in- 
ftance or two, to elucidate the monflrous difpro- 
portion between our riches and extravagance, and- 
the frugality of former times ; and then produce 
one of the wholefome cenfures and penalties,. 
which the elders of the church were empowered 
to impofe on perfons of the firft rank, who contra- 
vened the eftablifli'd rules of fobriety and decorum. 
How would our progenitors have been afto- 
ftifhed at reading the very firft article in the late 
will of a^'^rocer ! Imprimis, I give to my dear 
wife one hundred iboufand pounds. A fum ex- 
ceeding a benevolence, or two fubfidies, fome 
age5 ago. Nor was this enormous legacy half 
Ihe perfonal .eftate of the above-mentioned tradef- 
• * ~ V man. 
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man, on whom I am far from defigning to re- 
fiedl : he raifed his fortune honeftly and induftri- 
eufly : but I hope fome future antiquarian,- 
ftruck with the prodigality of the times, will 
compute how miich fugar and plumbs have been 
wafted weekly in one inconfiderable parifh in 
London, or even in one or two ftreets in that 
parilh, before a fingle fhop-keeper could have 
raifed four hundred thoufand pounds by retailing 
thofe and fuch-like commodities. 'Now let us 
*urn our eyes back to the year 1385, and we , 
fliall find no lefs a perfon than the incomparable 
and virtuous lady Joan, princefs dowager of 
Wales, by her laft will and teftament bequeath- 
ing the following fimple moveables ; and w« may 
well believe they were the moft^ valuable of her 
poffeffions, as £he divided them between her fon 
the king, and her other children. To her fon 
king Richard, flie gave her new bed of red vel- 
vet, embroidered with oftrich feathers of filver, 
and heads of leopards of gold, with boughs and 
leaves proceeding from their mouths. Alfo to her 
fon Thomas, earl of Kent, her bed of red camak^ 
paled with red, and rays of gold ; and to John Hol- 
land, hef other fon, one bed of red camak. Thefe 
particulars are faithfully copied from Dugdale, vol.. 
2. p. 94, an inftanceof fimplicity and moderation 
in fo great and illuftrious a princefs, which I fear 
Ifhould in vain recommend to my cotemporaries,. 
and which is only likely to be imitated, as all her 
other virtues are, by the true reprefentative of her 
fortune and excellence. ^ 

I COME now, fir, to thofe proper checks upon 

licentioufnefs, which, though calculated to ferve 

the view5 of a popifh clergy, were undoubtedly. 

B 4. great 
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great reftraints upon immorality and indecency ; 
and we may lament that fuch fober inftitutions 
were abolimed with the real atufes of popery.. 
Our ecclefiaftic fuperiors had power to lay fuch 
fines and mul£is upon wantonnefs, as might raife 
a revenue to the church and poor, and at the 
fame time leave the lordly tranfgreflbrs at liberty 
to enjoy their darlins foibles, if they would but 
pay for them. Adultery, fornication, drunken- 
nefs, and the other amuiements of people of fa- 
fhion, it would have been in vain to fubjeA to 
corporal punifhments. To ridicule thofe vices> 
and laugh them out of date by Tatlers, Spectators 
and Worlds, was not the talent of monks and 
confeffors, who at beft only knew how to wrap 
up very coarfe terms in very bald Latin and 
jingling rcrfcs. The clergy fteered a third courfe^ 
and aflumed a province, which I could wiih^ 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, was a little connc(9«d with 
your CenforiaK authority. If you had power to 
oblige your fair readers and offenders to do pe^ 
' nance in clean li-nen, for almoft wearing no linen 
at all, I believe it would be an excellent fupple* 
ment to your paper of May the 24th, 1753. The 
wifeft exercife that I meet recorded of this power 
of inflidling penance, is mentiohed by the fame 
grave author, from whom I copied the will 
above-mentioned : it happened in the year 1 360, 
in the cafe of a very exalted perfonage, and fhews 
how little the higheft birth could exempt from 
the fevere infpedtion of thofe judges of manners. 
The lady Elizabeth, daughter of the marquis of. 
Juliers, and widow of John Plantagenet earl of 
Kent, uncle of the princefs Joan above-men- 
tioued, having on the death of the earl her huf-^ . 
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band retired to the monaftery of Waverley, did 
(I fuppofe immediately) make a vow of chaftity^ ^^ 
and was folemnly veiled a nun there by William. ^ J 
de Edendon, bimop of Winchefter. Somehow ^ J 
or other it happened, that about eight years af- ^ ' 
terwards, fitter Elizabeth of Waverley became 
enamoured of agoodly knight, called fir Euftace 
Dawbridgcou»3r fmitten (as tradition fays (he af- 
firmed) by his extreme refemblance to her late 
lord 5 though as other credible writers affirm, he ^ fi 
was confiderably younger : and notwithftanding ^L n 
her vows of continence, which could not bind ^ f' 
her confcience, and, in fpite of her cpnfinement, 
which was not ftrong enough to detain a lady of 
her great quality, fhe was clandeffinely married 
to her paramour in a certain chapel of the man- 
fion-houfe of Robert de Brome, a canon of the < 
collegiate church of Wyngham, without any li- 
cence from the archbifliop of Canterbury, by one 
fir John Ireland, a prieft, before the fun-nfing, 
upon Michaelmas day, in the 34th of Edward 
the third. ^ 

Notwithstanding the great fcandrj fuch^ 
an indecorum muft have given, it is evident from v 
the fubfervience of two priefts to her defires, that ^ • 
her rank of princefs of the blood fet her above all r 
apprehenfion of punifhment for the breach of her ? 
monaftic vows j yet it is evident from the fequel 
of the ftoiy, that her dignity could not exempt her 
from fuch proper cenfures and penalties, as might 
deter others from commiffion of the like offences j 
as might daily and frequently expofe the lady 
herfelf to blufhes for her mifcarriagej and a? ^^ , 
might draw comfort tp the poor, from taxing the^ V ' 
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inordinate gratification of the appetites of their 
ftiperiors : a fort of comfort, which,. to do them 
jliftice, the poor are apt. to take as kindly, as 
^e relief of their own wants. 

My author fays, vol. 2, page 95,. that the lady- 
dqwager and her young hulband- being perfonally 
tonvencd before the archbifliojv of Canterbury 
for the faid tranfgreffion, at his manor houfe of 
Haghfeld, upon the feventh idfes of April, the 
archbifhop for their penace enjoined them to- 
find a prieft to celebrate divine fervice daily for 
Them, the faid fir Euftace and Elizabeth, and 
for Him, the archbifliop ; befides alarge quantity 
of penitential, pfalms, pater-nofters and aves, . 
which were to be daily repeated by the priefts-. 
and the tranfgreflbrs. His grace moreover or- 
dered the Ikdy Elizabeth (whom for fome reafons, . 
Beft known to himfelf, I fuppofe he regarded as^ 
the feducer) to go once a year on foot in pilgri- 
mage to the tomb of that "glorious martyr, St. 
■Thomas of Canterbury ; and once every week 
during her life to fait on bread and drink, and a 
mefs cf pottage, wearing no fmock, efpecially in 
the abfence of her hufband; a penance that muft 
appear whimfical to us, andnot a little partial to 
fir Euftace, whom the archbifhop feems in more 
refpefts than one to liave confidered rather as dif^ . 
obedient to the canons, than guilty of much vo-. 
luptuoufriefs by his wedlock. But th'e moft re- 
markable articles of the penance were the two 
following. The archbifhop appointed the faid 
fir Euftace and the lady Elizabeth, that the next 
day after any repetition of their tranfgreffion had 
I^afled between them, they fliould competentlyTe- 
i - ' lieyc: 
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lieve fix poor people, and both of them that day 
to abftain from fome-difli of flefh or fifh, whereof 
they did moft defire to eat. 

Such was the fimplicity of our anceftors.- 
Such were the wholefome feverities to which the 
greateft dames and moft licentious young lords 
were fubjeft in thefe well-meaning times. But 
though 1 approve the morality of fuch correc- 
tions, and perhaps think that a degree of fuch 
power might be fafely lodged in the hands of 
our great and good prelates ^ yet I am not fo 
bigotted to antiquity as to approve either the ar- 
ticles of the penance, or to think that they could 
be reconciled to the difference of modern timesj- 
and cuftoms. Pater-nofters and aves might be 
fupplied by prayers and litanies of a more pro- 
teftant complexion. Inftead of a pilgrimage on 
foot to Canterbury, if an inordinate matron 
were compelled to walk to Ranelagh, I believe 
the penance might be fevere enough for the de- 
licacy of modern conftitutions. For the article 
of leaving off a ihift, confidering that the upper 
half is already laid afide, perhaps to oblige a la-^ 
dy^offender to wear a whole fhift, might be 
thought a fufficient puniftiment 5 for wife legifla-. 
tor? will allow a latitude of interpretation to^ 
their laws, to be varied according to the fluftu- 
ating condition of times and fcafons. What 
moft offends me, aitd which is by no means 
proper for modern imitation, is the article that 
prefcribes charity to the poor, and reftridiion 
from eating of a favourite difti, after the per- 
formance of certain myfteries. If the right reve- 
rend father was determined to make ihc lady 
Elizabeth afliamed of her incontinence, in truth 
. B 6 he 
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he lighted upon a very adequate expedient^ 
though not a very wife one ;. for as devotion and 
charity are obferVed to increafe with increafe of 

^ears ; the bifhop's injunftion tended to nothing 
ut to leflen the benera<SicMis of the offenders as 
they grew older, by the conditions to which he 
limited their largefs. 

One can fcarce rcflefl without a fmile on the 
troops of beggars waiting every morning at fir 
Euftace's gate, till he and his lady arofe, to 
know whether their wants were to be relieved. 
One muft not word, but one cannot help ima- 
gining, the ftile of a modern footman, when or- 
dered at breakfaft by his mafter and lady to go 
and fend away the beggars, for they were to have 
nothing that morning. One might even fuppofe 
the good lady pouting a little, as fhe gave hin% 
the meffage. But were fuch a penance really 
enjoined now, what a fund of humour and wit 
would it open to people of fafhion, invited to 
dine with two illuftrious penitents tinder this 
circumft^nce ! As their wit is never indelicate ;. 
as the fubje6l is inexhauftible ; and as the ideas 
on fuch an occafion muft be a little corporeal,, 
what bon motSj wrapped up indeed, but ftill in- 
telligible enough, would attend the arrival of 
every new French difli, which fir Euftace or my 
lady would be concluded to like, and would de- 
eline to tafte f— But I fear I have tranfgreffed the 
bounds of a letter. You, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who 
fway the cenforial rod with the greateft lenity^ 
and who would blufh to put your fair penitents^ 
to the blulh, might be fafely trufted with the 
powers I recommend. HiMiian weaknefles, and 
human follies^ are very different: continue to 

attack 
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attack die latter; continue to pity ^he. former* 
An ancient lady might reilft wearing pink ; z. 
matron who cannot refift the prowefs of fir Eu-* 
ftace Dawbridgcourt, is not a topic for fatire, 
but compaffion ; as you who are the beft-natured 
writer of the a^, will I am fure agree to think 
with, fir. 

Tour C9nfhint reader^ 

and humble fervanty 

Thomas H£arn£ jwt^ 

NyMB. 161. Thursday, January 29, 1756^ 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

BY a very tender letter, in one of your pa- 
pers, from ap ojflicer's wife, we have feea 
the diftrefles of a father and mother, and the 
mifcondu£t of a daughter, whofe meeknefs and 
gentlenefs of temper have drawn upon herfelf 
and family the utmoft feverity and diftrefs. Give 
me leave to lay before you a charadier of another 
kind, the too great gentlenefs and weaknefs of ^ 
fon.^ 

In the /forty- fecond year of my age, I was. 
left a widower with gn onlv fon of feven years 
old, who was fo exaft a likenefs of his mother,, 
both in perfon and difpofition, that from that cir^ 
cumftance alone I could never prevail upon my- 
felf to marry again. The image of the excel- 
lent woman I had loft was perpetually before my 
eyes, and recalled to my memory dve many en- 
dearing fccnes of love and affeftion that had paflr 
between us. I heard her voice, I faw her mien^ 

and 
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happily enlifted himfelf. Poor milenible youth! he 
was a6li% in oppofition to his own nature, of 
which had he followed the di^tea, he would 
neither have meddled with party^ politics, nor 
wine ; but would have fulfilled, or at leaft have 
Slimed at, that beautiful charader of Pamphilus 
in Terence, fo well delineated in the Bevil of fir 
Richard Steel's Confcious Lovers. 

To preferve his health, I withdrew him from 
the univerfity as expeditioufly and with as little 
noife as I could, and brought him home, per- 
fedtty reftored, as I vainly imagined, to himfelf. 
But L was miftaken. The laft pcrfon who was^ 
with, him, always commanded him. The com- 
panions of his midnight hours obliterated his 
duty to his father, and, notwithftanding his 
good fenfe, made him, like the beaft in the fable^ 
fancy himfelf a lion, becaufe he had put on the 
lion's fkin. With the fame difpofition, had he 
been a woman, he muft have been a proftitute ; 
not fo much from evil defires, as from the impof- 
fibility of denying a requeft. He worfhipped 
vice, as the Indians do the devil,, not from incl>- 
nation^ but timidity. He bought intemperance 
at the price of his life^ his health paid the inte- 
reft-money, during many months of a miferable 
decay; at length his death, little more than two 
years ago, dilcharged the debt entirely, and left 
me with the fad confolation of having performed 
my duty to him, from the time I loft his mother 
till the time he expired in my arms. 

I HAVE borne my lofs like a man ; but I have 
often lamented the untowardnefs of my fate, 
Which fnatched from me an only child, whofe 
difpofition was moft amiable, but whoie virtues 

had 
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had not fufficient ftrength to fupport themfelves. 
He was too modeft to be refolute ; too fincere to 
be wary; too gentle to oppofe; too humble to 
keep up his dignity. This perhaps was the fin- 
gular part of his charafter ; but he had other 
faults in common with his cotemporaries : he mif- 
took prejudices for principles ^ he thought the re- 
traftion of an error a deviatioh from honour ; his 
averfions arofe rather from names than perfons ; 
he called obftinacy fteadinefs ; and he imagined 
tjiat no friendihip ought ever to be broken^ 
which had been begun, like the orgies of Bac- 
chus, amidft the frantic revels of wine. 

Thus, fir, I have fet before you, I hope with- 
out any acrimony, the fource and progiFeid o£ 
my irreparably misfortune. It will be your.pait 
to warn the rifing generation, in what manner 
toavoid^tbe terrible rocks, of miftaken honour,, 
skod too pliant good-nature. 
. In die laft century,, the falfe notions of ho-^ 
nour deftroyed our youth by fafluoaable dueU jj 
and they were induct to murder each other by 
vifionary crowns of applaufe« The falfe notions^ 
of honour, in the prefent age, deftroy our youth 
by the force of bumpers, and the mad confe- 
quences arifing from every kind of liquor that 
can intoxicate and overturn fcnfe, reafon, and 
refleftion. Why are not healths to be eaten 
as well as drank? Why may not the fpells and 
magic arifing from mouthfuls of beef and mut- 
ton, be as eflScacious towards the accomplifh-^ 
ment of our wiihes, as gallons of port, or over- 
flowing bowls of punch ? Certainly they might* 
I hope therefore that by your public admonition^ 
th« young men of our oays, who eat much lefs 

- thaa* 
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than they drink, may drink much lefs than they 
eat : and I muft farther add, that as it may be 
dangerous to abolifh cuftoms fo long eftabliined^ 
I humby advife that you permit them to iot as 
many healths as they pleafe. 
I am^ Sir, 

Tour conjlant reader y 

and moji humble Jeroant'y 

L. M. 



Numb. 162. Thursday, February $y 1756^ 

IT has been my- weekly endeavour, for fome* 
years, to entertai;i and inftruft the public to* 
the' Deft of my abilities. That I am thought cn- 
ttrtainihg is oeyond difpute; for as naofie pe— 
rufes a periodical paper for confcience fake, or 
By way of penance, it is evident,, that, fince I. 
am read, I pleafe. " 

How far I may have attained the other pur— 
pofe of my papers, that of inftrufting, is another 
queftion, and whieb. cannot eafily be refolved. 
The pen of a writer, like the hand of time, 
works imperceptibly j and perhaps the reforma- 
tion which may be occafioned by thefe my la- 
bours, will not be completed in lefs than a cen- 
tury. Thus much however I may venture to af- 
firm, that I have -done no harm. All my cotem- 
poraries- may notj perhaps, be able to fay as- 
much for their writings. People of fafhion have 
not more abounded in thoughtlefTnefs and prodi-^ 
parity, fince the publication of the World. Le* 
^^ ^jtosfOMlQ^^W paich than- they, jwcre. for- 
merly;. 
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merly; nor have the weekly bills of adultery 
confidcrably intreafed. Though I may not have 
been able to hew off the marble^ and bring out 
♦he man^ I have fpoilt the block ; and fome hap* 
pier artift may yet exercife his chizel upon it. 

It |ias always been my particular endeavour 
to avoid blame; for to pleafe everybody is ar 
vain attempt : and yet to meet with cenfure 
where applaufe was due, is afFeAing to a gene-- 
rous fpiritj fuch has been my lot. Many of 
my readers will hardly believe me when I tell 
Hiem, that I have been cenfured for not writing 
in a ferious manner. The accufation is indeed 
fcverej for it implies that I have miftaken the 
genius of the people. Serioufnefs is not, I think, 
the prefent difpofition of Britons, however they 
may have been celebrated for that quality in for- 
mer times. Why then fhould I be fcrious, wha 
write for the youthfal, the wellrdrcffed, and for 
tveryiody one knows- f The veiy word firioufnefs 
is expelled from polite Jifej it is never mention- 
ed at all, but in fome account of the author^ or inr 
funeral panegyrics y and even thcn^ it is only 
applied to writers of good books, or to ancient 
maiden gentlewomen. What then has poo» 
Adam Fitz-Adam done, that he fhould be oblig- 
ed to turn parfon, and yixxXit ferloufjy. 

But there are certain feafons aixi' occafions^ 
that call upon me for real ferioufnefs ; occafion» 
where humour and' ridicule would be ill applied, 
and juftly cenfurable. Such is the prefent; when 
on the qaorrow of this day a general humiliation 
is appointed, to deprecate the Divine difpleafure^ 
and to implore deliverance from thofe dreadful 
4^va{latioos which have ialately alarmed. or de- 

ftroyed. 
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ftroycd a neighbouring people, and. laid tHeir 
metropolis in ruins. For an occafion fo folemn^ 
I have referved a lettter which I received fonxe 
time fince from a very valuable correfpondent, 
and which I fhall here lay before my readers, as 
the propereft preparation that I am able to prefent 
them with. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I SHALL make no apology for addrcffing the 
public, by the channel of your paper, on an 
occurrence that has fo lately and juftly alarmed 
U9 ; I mean the defolation of Liibon, and the ad- 
jacent country. The terroc we exprefsy on tho 
bare hearing of that di&s^t calacnity, firongly 
implies the relation we bear as men to the un«« 
happy fufferef $ ; and die pity and fuppQrt w« 
give them, fhew how readily w^ fuppofe tha caJC^ 
might have been our own. Nor are we indeed 
wholly exempted from a (hare in the event : we 
aie not deftroyed, but we are admonifhed. In 
this fenfe the mock was general; and though the 
blow was partial, the warning is univerfal. 

Among the many hints of improvements fug- 
gefted by fo aweful a devaftation, the neceffity 
of a general reformation feems a very obvious^ 
one. A fmall acquaintance with mankind will 
ihew us how vice and immorality prevail, under 
the fpecious names of cuftom and politenefsj 
while virtue, if not ridiculed, is too often and 
generally neglefted. Irrelrgion and profanenefs 
^rnifh conftant matter of reproof for the pulpit j 
and the enormities that attend themji employ-^ 

ment 
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ment for the hand of juftice. If then the Divine 
difpleafurc is to be drtaded for the impieties of 
a nation, how fmall is our fecurity ! 

We join in our concern for a people or city, 
ruined by fo fatal and fudden a ftroke as an earth- 
quake, and-image to ourfelves the horrors of the 
fcene j but how faintly ! for who can fully de- 
fcribe a diftrefs which guilt can only aggravate, 
and the teftimony of a good confcience only al- 
leviate ? ^ 

The inftability of all earthly good, is a truth 
fo well knowh both from precept and experience, 
that it may be thought unneceflary to confider it 
here, as another leffon contained in fo melancho- 
ly a providence : but to me there appears fome- 
thing more ftriking in the ruins of an earth^ 
quake, than the ufual viciffitudes of life fubjedl us 
to. In the ordinary changes of life, the lofs of 
wealth, honour, ana friends, is often gradual and 
expefled j and our refignation in proportion lefs 
painful : we are (if I may hie allowed the expref- 
fion) weaned froiji enjoyments we know are fo pre- 
carious j>l)ut to be robbed at once of all we have, 
and all we love, and perhaps furvive the fad 
fpeflators of our own ruin, is to be attacked 
when we are leaft on our guard, and to feel the 
evils of a whole life in a moment. If we look 
round us, we fliall fee what unwearied applica- 
tion and prudent circumfpe<flion are neceffary to 
obviate the misfortunes we daily encounter ; but 
what application can befriend, what circumr 
fpeftion warn, when rocks fail us, and feas 
overwhelm us ? 

Another leflbn we may learn from this ca- 
lamity, is humility. What weak pretenfioris 

to 
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to pre-eminence arc riches, honour, and applaufe, 
when a moment can efface them ? Death, in 
his ufual progrefs , (Hews us their infufficiencjr ; 
but by flower approaches- The trophy out- lives 
the hero, and the monument the patriot -, wealth 
and titles defcend to future generations ; and 
though the prince and the peafant meet the fame 
fate, the eulogy of the one furvives, and diftin- 
guiflies him from the other. But here, all ciha- 
rafters are blended, diftinftions loft, the rich le- 
velled, and the ambitious humbled. Such a ge« 
neral confufion may well alarm us, and make us 
look with indifference on the 6bje6ls of our pre- 
fent envy ; for what is Ireafure, *but a fecurity 
againft want ? and what is important that is not 
permanent f 

But not .to dwell any longer on particulars, 
which every one's reflediions will naturally en- 
large on, we have here a faint pifture of that 
aweful day, •* when the elements fliall mdt 
^^ with fervent heat, and the ^heavens fhall pafs 
'** away with a great noife." The reader will, 
1 doubt not, be pleafed with adefcription of this 
fcene, as given us by a celebrated genius of the 
prefent a^e. 



At the deJlirCd hour^ 
By the Joud trumpet fummon'd to the charge^ 
See all the formidable fons of fire ^ 
Eruptions^ earthquakes ^ comets^ lightnings play 
Their various engines \ all at once difgorge 
Their blazing magazines ; and take by Jiorm 
This poor terreflrial citadel of man. 
Amazing Period ! when each mountain height 
Out'burns VEsuviys ! rods eternal pour 

Their 



N* 163. THEWORLD. 47 

Their melted mafs^ as rivers once they pour*d i 
^tars rujh^ and final Kvm fiercely drives 
Her plough-Jhare o^er creation /— 

The recital of fuch fudden and univerfal dc- 
folation fills us with terror, and we fhudder at 
the profpeft of a cataftrophe, in which each of 
015 (hall be fo immediately concerned. But our 
intereft in it will appear in a ftronger light, if 
we confider this change of things as the pre- 
lude of an unchangeable and eternal ftate of hap- 
pinefs or miferv. Our beft efforts here are mix- 
ed with many imperfeftions, and our beft enjoy- 
ments liable to frequent difappointments ; but 
when life's drama is completed, the applaufe or 
cenfure of an unerring Judge (hall determine ho^^ 
far we have afted the different characters allotted 
us with propriety : the diflblution of earthly fe- 
licity (hall be fucceeded by the more fubftantial 
joys of heaven ; and even thofe joys fliall be 
heightened hy their duration. 

C, B. 

Numb. 163. Thursday, February 12, i756» 

THERE was an ancient fefl: of philofophers, 
the difciples of Pythagoras, who held, 
that the fouls of men ana all other animals ex- 
ifted in a ftate of perpetual tranfmigration, and 
that when by death they were diflodged from 
one corporeal habitation, they were immediate- 
ly reinfbited in another, happier or more mife- 
rable, according to their behavi&ur in die former : 
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fo that when any pcrfcn made his exit from the 
ftagc of this world, he was fuppofed only to re- 
tire behind the fcenes to be new drefled, and to 
have a new part aiTigned him, more or lefs agree- 
able, in proportion to the merit of his perform- 
ance in the lall. 

This doctrine of tranfmigration, I mull own, 
was always a very favourite tenet of mine, and 
nlwavs appeared to me one of the mod rational 
gueflcs of the human mind into a future ftate. I 
ihall here therefore endeavour to fliew the great 
probability of its truth from the following confi- 
derations. Firil from its juftice, fecondly from 
its utility, and Idlly from the difficulties we lie 
under to account tor the fufferings of many in- 
nocent creatures without it. 

First then, the juftice of this fyftem exceeds 
that of all others ; becaufe, bv it, the great law 
of retaliation may be more Itriclly adhered, to : 
for, by means of this metamorphofis, men may 
fuftcr'in one life the very fame injuries whicn 
they have inflicted in another j and that too in 
the very fame perfons, by a change only of iitu- 
ation. ' Thus, for inftan'ce, the cruel tyrant who 
in one life has fported with the miferies of his 
/laves, may in the next feel all the miferies of 
flavery under a mafter as unmerciful as himfelf. 
The relentlefs judge may be imprifoned, con- 
demned, and handed in his turn. Divines may 
be compelled by hre and faggot to believe the 
creeds and articles they have compofed for the 
edification of others ; and foldiers may be plun- 
dered and raviflied in the perfons of defencelefs 
peafants and innocent virgins. The law)^r, 
rtviving in the character of a client, may be tor- 
I mented 
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mented with delay, expence, uncertainty, and 
dtTappointment ; and^the phyfician, who in one 
life has taken exorbitant fees, may be obliged to 
take phyfic in another. All thofe who under 
the honourable denominations of fportfmen, have 
entertained themfelves with the mifertes and de- 
ftru6tion of innocent anim^Us, may be terrified 
and murdered in the fhape of hares, partridges 
and woodcocks ; and all thofe who under the ^ 
more Hluilrious title of heroes, have delighted in 
the dcvaftation of their own fpecies, may be 
maflacred by each other in the forms of invinci- 
ble game-cocks, and pertinacious bull-dogs. As 
for Itatefmen, minifters, and all great men de« 
voted to great bufmeis, they, however guilty, 
cannot be more properly, nor more feverely pu- 
niihed, than by being obliged to reafTume their 
farmer charaders, and to live the-vcuy fame 
lives over again. 

In the next place, the utility of this fyftem is 
equal to its juftice, and happily coincides with 
it^ for by means of this tranfmigration, all the 
necefiary inconveniencies, and all the burthen* 
fome offices of life being^ impofed on thofe on- 
ly, who by their mifbehaviour in a former ftatc 
have deferved them, become at once juft pu- 
nishments to'Them, and at the fame time bene- 
fits to fociety ; and fo all thofe who have injured 
the public in one life J>y their vices, are obliged 
itt another to make reparation by their fufferings. 
Thus the tyrant, who by his power has oppreited 
hts country in the fituation of a pirince, in that of 
a flave may be compelled to do it fome fervice 
by his labour. The highwayman who has flop- 
ped and plundered travellers, may expedite an4,' 

Vou IV. C affift 
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aflift them in the fhape of a poft-horfe. The 
metaphorical Buck, who has terrified fober ci- 
tis&en$ by his exploits, converted into a real one, 
m^v make fome compenfation by his haunches ^ 
ana mighty conquerors, who have laid wafle the 
world by. their fwords, may be obliged, by a 
(tuall alteration in fex and fituation, to contri- 
bute to its repeopling, by the qualms of breed*, 
ingf and the pains of child-birth. 

For my own part, I verily believe this to be 
iht cafe. I make no doubt out that Lewis the 
fourteenth is now chained to an oar in the gal- 
leys, of France^ and that Hernando Cortez is 
digging gold in the min€:s of Peru or Mexico, 
That Turpin^ the highwayman, is feveral times , 
a day fpurred b?x:kwards and forwards between 
London, and Epping ; and that lord * ♦ * and 
fit Harry * * * * are now adlually roafting for a 
city feaft. I queftion not but tnat Alexander 
the great, and Julius Caefar, have died many 
times in child-bed fince their appearance in thote 
illuftrious and depopulating chara£bcrs; that 
Charles the twelfth is at this inftant a curate's 
wife in fome remote village, with a numerous 
and increafing family ; and that Kouli Khan is 
now whipped from parifh to parifh, in the per- 
fon of a big-bellied beggar-woman, with tw4> 
children in her arms, and three at her back. 

Lastly, the probability of this fyftem ap- 
p^rs.from the difficulty of accounting for the 
fufFerihgs of many innocent creatures without it : 
for if wc look round us, we cannot but obferve 
a great and wretched variety of this kind ; nunv- 
berlefs animals fubjcited, by their owa natures^ 
tct many mif^ies^ an4 by. our CTMeltie^ to many , 

more; 
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more; incapable of deferving them ; cdled into 
bieing, as far as we can difcover, only to be 
miferable for the fervice or diveriion of othereii 
lefs meritorious than themfelves j without anf 
poffibtlity of preventing^ deferving, or receiving 
recompence for their unhappy lot, if their whole* 
exiftence is comprehended m the narrow and" 
wretched circle of the prefent life. But the 
theory here inculcated, removes all thefe difficul*^ 
ties, and reconciles thefe feemingly unjuft dif- 
penfations with the ftrifteft juftice : it inform! 
us, that thefe their fufFerings may be by no meisins 
undeferved, but the juft punifhments of their for- 
mer miftehaviour in a ftate, where, by means 
of their very vices, they muy have efcaped themv 
It teaches us that the' purfued and perfeclited fox: 
was once probably fome crafty and rapacious rnini*^- 
fter, who had purchafed by his ill-acquired wealth- 
that fafety, which he xannot now procure by . 
bis flight: that the bull, baited with all the 
cruelties that human ingenuity, or human male-' 
volence can invent, was ortoe fomc relentlefs ty- 
rant, who had inflifted all the tortures which he 
now endures: thaf the poor bird, blinded,' Jm- 
prifoned, and at laft ftarved to death in a cage, 
may have been fome unforgiving creditor : and 
the widowed turtle, pining away for the Ipfs of 
her mate, fome fafhionable wife, rejoicing at the 
death of her hufband, which her own ill ufagc' 
had occafioned. 

Nevb^r can the delicious repaft of roafted lob-- 
fters excite my appetite, whiHt the ideas of the 
tortures in which thofe innocent creatures have 
expired, prcfent themfelves to my imagination. 
But when I coniider that they muft have onc^: 
C 2 pr<> 
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probably been Spaniards at Mexico, or Dutch- 
men at Amboyna, I fall too, both with a good 
ftomach and a good confcience, and pleafe my-* 
felf with the thoughts, that I am thus offering 
up a facrifice acceptable to the manes of many 
millions of maflfacred Indians. Never can I re- 
pofe myfelf with any fatisfa^lion in a poft- 
chaife, whilft I look upon the ftarved, founder- 
ed, ulcerated, and excoriated animals, who 
draw it, as mere horfes, condemned to Atch ex- 
quifite and unmerited torments for my conveni* 
ence; but when I refle£):, that they once muft 
undoubtedly have exifted in the charaiElers of 
turnkeys ot Newgate, or fathers of the holy in- 
quifition, I gallop on with as much eafe as ex- 
pedition ; and am pcrfcStlv fatisfied, that in pur- 
fuing my journey, I am out the executioner of 
the ftriifteft juftice. 

I VERY well know that thefe fentiments will 
be treated as ludicrous by many of my readers, 
and looked upon only as the produAions of an 
exuberant imagination; but I know likewife, 
that this is owing to ill-grounded pride, and 
falfe notions of the dignity of human nature : 
for they are in themfelves both juft and ferious, 
and carry with them the ftrongeft probability of 
their truth : fo ftrong is it, mat I cannot but 
hope it will have fome good effefl: on the con- 
duft of thofe polite people, who are too faga- 
cious, learned and couragious to be kept in awe 
by the threats of hell and damnation : and I exhort 
every fine lady to confider how wretched will be 
her condition, if, after twenty or thirty years 
fpent at cards, in elegant rooms, kept warm by 
good fires and foft carpets, ihe ihould at lafl be 
7 obliged 
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IHAVE fct 2pn dn ^s pa^ fbr the mt ^ 
nrl!mrwi prodafitioai ctf" tuioiis condjpoa- 
dents. 

To Uf . FiTX-AOAM. 

Sift, 

I AM a odscn cif no mean dtj ; howerer^ 
in refpeft to the m e uufwJ iiy we are deemed the 
-counoj, and moft dieiefore be prefcribed to by 
LfOodon, bom wbence, as I am told, we receive 
all our fafliions. But furely, Mr, Fitz-Adam^ 
Ibme diings which I have feen of late are too ab« 
furd to have come from thence (ot our imitation^ 
and can only have been unhappy tuce£kii$ in fome 
.perfon of vogue, which others nave miftaken for 
choice and fafhion. 

A FEW days ago, I faw a young lady in our 
neighbourhood, who after fome confidcrable ab- 
fence from home, returned with her hair all ofiv 
except as much as might grow in a fortnight 
.after clofe fhavine; ; and that too ftanding thiu 
and Aaring. I a&ed my wife when I came nomev 
C 3 if 
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if fhe knew where Mifs Gidd ycrown had been ^ 
for that I was fadly afraid {he had been con- 
luied in fome mad-houfe ; for her head had been 
ihaved and bliftered, her hair was but juft com- 
ing on to STOW again, and (he had, I obferved, a 
particular my ^d wild look. As this was the 
fir ft inftance of the kind ever feen here, my wife 
knew no more than myfelf what to make of it : 
(he hoped indeed that it might jpe^bly not be fo 
bad ; that it might be only Tome external diforder 
of her head; or, had Mifs been married, fhe 
ihould haye thought that her hair might poffibly 
have fallen off in' a Iving-in. 

But alas, Sir! m^ diforder of ih^ head has 
proved contagious ; and being given out ^ thic 
-fafhion, is prodigiouily fpread. Now if thi» be 
only a hum (as I fuppofe it is) upon our country 
apes, it being blown in the World will put an 
end to it : but if it be a real fafhion,* pray be fo 

rod ^ to fet the WoRi^D agtinft it. I am fare 
fbpuld b^ rejoiced to find jaoy rancdf in tbc 
W0RI.P fpr this £dling off 0/ the hair.; for in- 
doed it is a Very unfeemly and fjcightful difikder. 
J Mn> Sir, 

Tiurs^. T. L. 

Mr, FiT^-AoAM. 

I AM Aof^^fted by a fwarm of country coufiae, 
that are come up to town for the winter, j» 
tjikfy call it, « whole family of them. They ferret 
me out from isvery place I go to, and it is impof- 
fible to ft^nd the ridicule of being feen in their 
compsmy. 

At tibueir fir& coming to town. I was in a 
mwa^-libi\efA i» gtllwt fhsrn to.^tfaepla^r:; 

where 
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where having feated die mother with imich-ttdo, 
I offered my hand to the cldcft of trty five ycJuftg 
coufins ; but as (he was not dextrous enough to 
manage a great hoop with one hand only, me rt^ 
fufed my offer, and at the firft ftep fell all along. 
It was with great difficulty I got her up again ; 
but imagine, fir, my fituation : I fat like a mo^e 
all the night, not daring to look up^ 'for fear of 
catching the eyes of my acquaintance, who 
would have laughed me but of countenance. 

You may imagine, Mr, Fitz-Adatti, • that I 
contrived all manner of means tx) get off from any 
future engagements with my coufins 5 but it has 
unfortunately fo happened, that we have met 
almoft everywhere. No longer ago. than laft 
night Lwas going into a rout, and moving to- 
wards the lady of the houfe, to pay my devoirs to 
her, what fhould I hear, but one of the hoydens, 
who had not fecn me for two or three days, 
bawling out, ** O law ! there's my coufin ! " I 
odvifed the mother to take the young lady imme- 
diately back into the country ; for that I feared 
the fame violen<*e of joy which difcovered itfelf 
in her voice and looks at only feeing me as a re- 
lation, might carry her greater lengths, whei^ 
the affeAion was ftroneer. 

My acquaintance fee how I am mortified at 
all public places, and it is a flanding jefl with 
them, whciever they meet me, to put on the 
appearance of the profoundeft refped, and to aflc, 
** Pray, fir, how do your coufins do ? " 

This leads me, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to propofe 
fomething for the relief of all thofe, whofe coun- 
try coufins, like mine, expeA they fhould i;itro- 
duce them into the world ; by which means we 
C 4 ihall 
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Hull avoid appearing in 9 very ridiculous light : 
for wlioever fees the dancing bears, muft include 
the man who (hews them in the AibjeA for 
laughter. I would therefore fet up a perfofi, 
. who ihould be known by the name of Town- 
Usher. His bufineft ihould be to attend clofely 
all young liadies who never were in town before., 
to teach them to walk into the play-houfe with- 
out falling over the benches, to mew them the 
tombs, and the lions, and the wax-work, and the 
^ant, and inftrudl them how to woader, and (but 
their mouths at the fame time : for I really meet 
with fo many gapers every dav in the ftreets, that 
I am continually yawning all the way I walk. 

I SHAU. only detain you to noake one reflec- 
tion upon thefe journies to London. It appears 
very odd to me,, that people ihould chuie to leave 
their home^ for two or three months, to make 
themfelves unhappy in it the reft of their lives. 
My good couiin, the mother, thinks (he has a^ted 
right in (hewing her children the world: and 
fully convinced mat they have a thorough know« 
ledge of it, carries them back into ^be countrjr, 
where they defpife thofe virith whom they for- 
merly lived in intimacy and friendihip, becauie 
they have not feen London. Mifs walks with 
lefs pleafure about the fields iince her fall in the 
play-boufe, and Iv^ fitters are ]x>uting all d^ 
long, becauie the country cajn afford them no 
fucS fights as they faw in town« 
I am, Sjr, 

Tour great admirer ^ 

A. W, 

Sir, 
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Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to be a member of a cer* 
tain club in this city, where it is a ftanding or* 
der, " That the paper called the World b^ 
*^ conftantly brought upon the table, with clean 
•' glaffes, pipes and tobacco, every Thurfday 
•• after dinner." In gonfequence of this order^ 
a letter, or rather a petition, from one of your 
correfpondents, was lately read, praying that 
you would eftablifh it as a kw, that healths 
ifaould be iotmj as well as draht. There ap^^ 
peared fomething fo new and national in nOinf 
the profperity of our king and country^ that the 
whole club, with a vivacity unknown in that 
place before, rofe up to applaud it: and aifter 
many wife and learned debates upon the fubje£(^ 
agreed to the following orders and refolutions* 
Ordered^ 

That in this club, the word Toast \n 
drinking be changed to Mouthful in eating, 
and that every member, after naming the 
Mouthful he propofcs, do fill his mouth asr 
full as poffible, in honour of the perfon or.cauic 
fo named. 

Ordered, 

That the chairman be always Mouthfhl* 
Master. ' 

Ordered, 

That the Mouthful-Master do<&mand. 
the MduTHFULS regularly from the members 
over the right thumb, and do cauie them to be 
eaten regularly over his left. 

C s Risolveb, 
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Resolved, 
That all the members of the club be obliged 
upon every club dav to eat a Uim flice of roaft 
b^f, as a bumper health to old England. 

l^ESOtVSDy 

That the ci^ of London and the trade dirre^ 
pf be eaten in turtle. 
Resolv^po, 

Always to eat profpenty to Ireland in boiled 
beefy and to North Britain in Scotch collops. 

R^S0|.V£09 

To eat the admtniftralion in BritUb herrings* 

Resolved, 
To eat (uccefs to our fleet in pork and peafe*. 

Resojuved, 
As the greateft inftance that diis club can pof- 
l^bly fh^w of their refpeft and devotion, that the 
healths of lady ♦ * ♦, and the duchefs of * * *, 
be eaten by every member in qnouthfuls of 
pinced chicken. 
Resolved, 
That Mr. Fitz->Adam, or any of his friends^ 
^ permitted to eat the members of this club as 
fften a^ they pleafe, provided that they do not 
knowingly and wittingly fufFer any Frenchman 
whatfoever to eat the faid members dlead or^live. 

Thus, Sir, you fee that you are continually in 
our thoughts ; and therefore, as a member of 9 
Ibciety fo warmly attached to you, you wiU be* 
J|cW M^ Whm I aflure you that I am 

Taur mf^ faithful 
humhUfervanfy 

E. P. 

Numb. 



N* 165. T H E W O R L 0^. s^ 

♦XXXXXXXXXXiXx><XXXXXXX# 

Numb. 165. Thursday, Fib. 26, 175^ . 

THERE are few things by which a ma4i 
difcpvers the wtaknefs of his judgment 
snore, than by retailing fcraps. of commons-place 
fentiment oh the trite ^nd thread-bar^ , topic^ 
the degeneracy of the tinnea. We are told very 
ferioufly jn almoft every cpmpany, that the cou*» 
rage we received . from our anceftprs i$ evapo* 
rated ; that our trade k ruiAed \ that religioA ifi 
, but a badge to diftinguifli j^ties \ and that the 
mufes, kicked out of dPofs, have carried off with 
them truth, honour,, juftice, and all the moral 
virtues. . 

But to our comfort, this refle&ion is not con-» 
fined to the prefent age \ it extends itfelf equall]^ 
to all. A touch on the times is |b piece^ of fatire, 
that almoft runs parallel with the foundation 0^ 
every ftate. How maiiy authors do we hear her 
wailing the degeneracy of their cotemporarie8»^ 
and prc^nofticating the farther corruption of their 
pofterity ! Our very ftature is diminifhed* Evefi 
in Homer's time, men were flrangely decreaied 
in their fize fince the Trojan war. Virgil fays, 
that Turnus threw a ftone at £neas, which a 
dozen Romans could not have lifi^ ; fp that had 
men decreafed ftnce the davs of Virgil,, in the 
fame proportion, we (hould long before now 
hive dwindled into. a race of atom9, 

LivY, who flourifhed in the gol<^en age of 

Auguilus, tells us, that above three hundred 

years before^ a fpirit of equity and moderation 

C 6 animated 
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animated the whole body of the people, which 
was not to be found then in one individuaL 
Cicero is for ever declaiming againft the deee* 
^racy of his own times ; am Juvenal (ays, that 
in his, vice was arrived to fuch a height, that 
jpdterity, however willii^) would not fe able t^ 
»dd any thin^ to it. Yet confult the authors 
•^priiahave written fince, and you will imagine 
that every former age was an age of virtue, 

'From all thefe paflagesy and many others, it 
it evident that this complaint is by n& means ap- 
plicable to our times- only. And really* it is a 
great breachr of good manners, that modera fine 
centlemeiT cannot put a littler^/ on their facesy 
but the faucy quill of fome impertinent author 
immiediately rul^ it off: but neither is it their 
own invention, nor imported from France ; for 
'JUvenal iafdnnt u% that the Roman beaux did 
the feme 

Thbre 18 bat one reafbn tbati know of, why 
a man may declaim with impunity againft the 
tle|«neracy of the times ; it is, becaufe die re« 
Jle^ion is onty general, and that he is as much 
the object cf hrs own fatire, as any other man* 
iBut let a foreigner, in a company or Englifhrnen^ 
prefumetd fay, that they have d^nerated from 
their forefiithers, and not a Briton* amongft^ them 
but will rdent the indignity ; or let the reflcc* 
tion^ become more particular ftill, and one man 
lay an ad of degeneracy to the charge of another, 
and the ccmfequence is too obvious. 

To lament the lo(s of religion, and abufe tts 
profeflbrs ; to cenfure the conftitution of a flate^ 
and its conftitiients, are quite different things* 
And though a man may prefer the army, with 

whicli 
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whicb Henry the fifth beat the French at Agin- 
court, to our prefeiit foldiery, yet examine them 
one by one, and tbeie is fcarce a ferjeant in the 
fervice that does not think himfelf equal to the 
tnoft valiant commander, from Alexander the 

Seat, king of Macedonia, down to brave old 
endrick. Sachem of the Mohawk Indians. So 
that if confidered feparately, we are more wife, 
more valiant, and more religious than our ance- 
ftors ; if colle&ivejy, we ate a fet of fools, cow* 
ards and infidels. 

An ingenious correfpondent of mine has car« 
ried his compliments on the prefent times far* 
ther than I have done. I (hall conclude this 
paper with his letter and veries» . ^ 

Sir, 

. A coNquE&T over the affedions and paillons 
has been the higheft boaft of the philofophers of 
every age ; and m proportion as they have attain- 
ed this viftory, future writers have celebrated 
their characters as the mod exalted patterns 
of wifdom and prudence. But though a venera* 
tion for the ruft of antiquity, or a fondnefs for 
every thing which happened before the memo* 
ry of our grandfathers, may lead fome to cele* 
brate former ages, yet we may boaft it among 
the felicities of the tunes in which we live, that 
the moft important concerns of life are entered 
into only under the dire£lions of reafon and 
philofophy. To inftance only in one particular 5 
marriage is the tffeSt of mere prudence and fore- 
caft, without any mixture of that ridiculous paf- 
fion, which has nQW no being but in play-books 
ttid romances. 

Iw 
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In former ages, love was fuppofed to keep the 
door of Hymen's temple -, but now, - as the 
knowledge of the world may have been fome*^ 
what expenfive in acquiring, and as our modem 
t>failofophers have {pent that fortune on their 
youth, which it had been ridiculous to have re* 
terved for the debility of old age, juft before the 
laft fpark of vigour is extinguiflied, ibme rich 
heirefs is won, who conduces both to the perpe* 
tuating a name, and to the providing a fortune 
for that pofterity, which is to continue the family 
honours. Happy expedient I by whi(;h the weight 
of numerous young children, the almoft con* 
ftant burthen of former times, is moft judicioufly 
avoids. 

That I may prcfcnt your readers with a 
ftriking contrail between the follies of 6ur ancef- 
tors, and the folid prudence of the prefent gene- 
ration, I (hall here fubjoin a couple of fbort 
odes, which are written in the character of an 
old Endifhman, and a modern one, on the day 
before Sieir marriage. 

The Old Englishman* 

I. 

ni tell you why I love my love ; 
Becaufe her thou/and graces provt 

Her worth is very high : 
She's very fair and very good^ 
And not unwilling to he woo^d 

By onefo plain as L 

Wherever mufe has fir* d theftrainj 
On Britijh or on Tufcan platn^ 
Delighted hasjbe ranid \ 
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Has ghmfd with all the gefCraus rage 
That animates thejlorfd page^ 

By Britijb bofoms Md. 
III. 
Oft hasjhefoufbtj with careful feet^ 
*the haUow*d hermit* s calm retreat^ 

And traced with thought profound 
Each precept of the wife and goad ^ 
ThatevWy wtjhhasjbe fuhdu^d 

To wifdom's narrow hound. 
IV. 
Has learned the fiatt*rin^ paths to Jhun^' 
Where follf s fickle vofries run^ 

Deceivd hy fortune* s glare : 
Has learned thatfood^ and clothes ^ andfirt^ 
Are only nature* s plain defpre^ 

Nor forms for mere her pray*r. 
V • 
Content with thejij /ssy GiSRALDlNE 
Has promised to he ever mine^ 

For welljhe knows my heart ; 
She knows it honejt andfincere^ 
And much too open to appear 

Beneath the veil of art. 
VL 
She knows it pants for her alone j 
That not theJpleniMr of a throne 

From her myjleps could lure : 
To-morrow gives to tbefefond arms 
My Geraldine in all her charms^ 

And makes my blifsficure. 



The 
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The Modern Englishmak, 

I. 

No J no ; ly all the pow'rs ahvff 
My hearfs as little touch* d by love 

As ever in my life. 
Full welly dear Hal, to thee is known 
Whom fortune to my lot has thrown^ 

To be my wedded wife.- 

But why I wed ? Jhould any ajk^ 
To anjwer is^an tajy tajk^ 

Wanty want I my honeji Harry : 
What can a man^ whofe fortune^ s fpenij 
Who^s mortgaged to his utmoji rent^ 

But drown J orjboot^ or marry? 
Xlx* 
Ofthefe the beft is fure the bride ; 
For when once plunged beneath thetide, 

Adieu to all our figure. 
Fullfudden is the pt Ms fate ^ 
When once *iis touch* d^ alas ! too late 

We with undrawn the trigger. 
IV. 
*97x thus refohfd then^ honeji boy^ 
To-morrow thou mafjl wijh me joy j 

Joy will I buy by wiving: 
Soon to her manjiony far from town^ 
Six rapid Bays JhaU whirl us down^ 

As if the dev^l were driving. 
N. 
There Jhall the brifk capacious bowl 
Drown ev*ry care that haunts thefouly 

And roufe me to new life : 

Jlniy, 
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Jndj Hal, far aUtbt^Jbe canfij^ 
Some hlosming village queen of May 

Shall — wait upon my wife. 
VI. 
IVben all the tedious farce is o*er^ 
Andfpoufe has crowned me with her dow^r^ 

Shoutdfudden ruin meet her^ 
Ev*n though her coazhman broke her necky 
Unmoved Fdjland amidfi the wrecks 

Uorfwear at beedlefs PfcTER. 

Numb. i66. Thursday, March 4, i756# 

Falfus honor Juvittf bt mendax infamia terret^, 
, ^emy nifi mendacem^ ii nundojumi 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

AM O N G all the proftitutions of laneuage^ 
fo juftly.obferved bjr many celebrated wrL* 
ters, I know of none more to be lamented, than 
thofe which rob virtue of her true title, and ufurp 
her name and ch^u-adter. 

It may be obferved, that in all countries and 
ftates, the farther they have gone from their ori« 
ginal purity and fimplicity, me greater have their 
advances^ been in this refpe£l. The Romans, 
whofe poverty only kept them within the bounds 
of vimie, when they had quitted their humble 
ftation for foeaes of ambitiofi and glory, noC 
Qolj changed their mannov, but loft the ienie 
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of thofe words, which were in high eftimation 
with their anceftors. The words frugal^ tem- 
perate^ and modeji^ were no longer held in any 
degree of reverence, when riches, and a licen* 
tious enjoyment of them, were the only things 
in vogue. 

We have gone beyond them in this refpefi, 
and quite reverfed the meting of words. Knave 
and villain^ formerly the denominations of lau- 
dable induftry, are now the marks of the greateft 
reproach. Our manners have adulterated our 
.words 'y and for fear they fhould reproach us 
with our conduft, we disfranchife and condemn 
^ them to infamy, that their teftimony may be in- 
" valid, and tJiej^ evidence of no creait. 

There are f^nv inftances in modern times, 
where a falfe and blind seal' has brightened the 
* fignification of words of very little meaning, to 
an unaccountable degree of veneration ; as on 
the contrary, t ioofe and libertine way of think- 
ing has debafed and fuUied thofe of the higheft 
dignity. 

r I AM net a little pieaied with « faying of 
■king Theodorick, who being a^vifed by "his 
courtiers to debafe the coin, declared, ** TIM 
*•• rK>thing which bore his image, ihotrid ever 
** lie." Are we not all acceffary to the propi** 
^tion of falftiood, when we fufFer any thing 
that carries the xmzig^ and reprefentation of oar 
minds, to be guilty of an untruth, and when wc 
enter into a combination to fupport words ill a 
fignification foreign to their meaning, and quite 
different from the ideas thofe founds ought to 
form in our minds i 

Cus- 
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' Custom is the tyrant of the language ; it can 
alter, adjuft, and new model, but it cannot an- 
^nihilate. : It can fettle new phrafes, introduce a 
whole colony of fafliionable nonfenfe from fo- 
rreign parts, and rjender old words obfolete : but 
it cannot erafe idea from language. It can do 
more than an abfolute prince ; becaufe it can 
create new words ;' a privilege which was not 
allowed to the Roman emperor Tiberius, who 
having coined a word in the fenate, his flatterers 
^deftred it might be adopted into their language, 
as a compliment to die emperor ', but an old 
fenator, not quite degenerated from the honeft 
;:lincerity of his anceftors, made this memorable 
-reply, ♦• You may give, fir, the, freedom of the 
** ci^ to mm:, but not tcrww;*." 

There is. no word of greater import and 
dignity than honour. It is virtue, adorned 
with breiy decoraticm, that can make it amiable 
4Uid ufefui in fiiciecy. It h the true foundation 
o( mutual hidx and credit^ and the pea) inter- 
jeourfe, bv which die bufinefe -of life is traiifa6l«- 
cd with Uiftf and j^leMfiire. It is of univerfal 
extent, and can be confined to no particular 
ibtion of life, becaufe it ie every man's fecurity, 
4uid every man's Sntereft* Btkto its great mif- 
ifoitttiie, its own virtues have undone it. Its 
excellent chara£ler has of late years recommend- 
fid it • fo much to the patronage of the Great, 
that they have appropriated it to their own ufe, 
'Oiid cooununicated to it a part of thdr own 
<priyilegea#that of being acceflible only to a few« 
■It now no longer fetains its former good quali* 
ties ; its real dignity is loft,' and it is become ra- 
tker ili% omamMt,^ tilim the' foundation of'a 
clMm<^er ; it is a kuid of polifl), that implies a 

finiihed 
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finiflied charaAer, and too often conceals avery 
iftiperkA one. 

Thus has honour got an imaginary title, 
inftead of a real one. It has loft by its acqui- 
fitions ; and by being the particular idol of a 
ky^y is no longer of ufe to the many. Its 
new acquired trophies are the fpoih of its for- 
mer greatnefs ; and the remembrance of what 
it was^ ferves only to heighten the melancholy 
.idea of what it now is. It formerly conftantly 
attended merit, as a friend and guardian ; it now 
accompanies greatnefs, as a flatterer and para* 
fite. 

It is a compliment to the tafte of the prefent 
age, to alledge that honour is its darting at* 
tribute. It is in itfelf a compofition of every 
thing that is valuable and worthy of com- 
mendation ; and even in its degenerate ftate, k 
is, in a degree, the picture of virtue: it k 
(finely drawn, but the lines are not juft, and die 
colours too glaring. The endeavours of the 
.artifts to fet it ofr to advantage, have made it 
more like a piece of gaudy pag^mtry, than a 
true copy of nature. 

[ To juftify the truth of what I aflert, t appeal 
to you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and beg leave to 9ik 
you, what are your ideas of a man, when ybtt 
.near him particularly recommended as a iiia« 
of HONOUR ? Are your notions at all enlarged^ 
in re{pc£t to his moral charader ? Would yon 
give him the preference in your vote, as a< sc- 
prefentative in parliament ? Or fhoutA you coa- 
eeive him to have a more than ordinarv zeal 
for the true religion of his countnr? WouU 
you truft him the fooner I Or couki you widi 



N* i66. THEWORLD. 69' 

more fafety admit him into your family, to an 
intimacy with your wife and daughters ? You 
would undoubtedly rather game with him, be- 
caufe he will not cheat ; and you would be fure 
to receive your money, if you gained any ad- 
vantage, however his more iuft creditors might 
fufFer. You would certainly fliew him more 
refpe£i:, becaufe you dare not affront him ; ho- 
nour being a thing of fo very delicate a nature, 
that the leaft indignity endangers its deftruftion : 
having; loft its true effence, it can only be fup- 
ported by the courage and zeal of thofe, who 
will not fuffer its title to be difputed. 

What is become of poor honesty? Is flie 
confined to the habitations of Mark and Min- 
cing-lane? Dare ihe not appear in the polite 
world ? I make no doubt fhe is as frequent in 
her vifits there, as in any other place ; but for 
want of a proper drefs, me is obliged to be in- 
cog. She is not a little afraid pf the pert raillery 
of HONOUR, whom fhe would be fure to meet 
in her travels to thofe parts of the town ; and 
as the latter is' a burlefque on her charader, ihe 
chufei always to avoid her. 

Her name feems to be quite banifhed to the 
unbred world, and is fo much out of vogue at 
prefent, that an honest man as certainly means 
atradefman, as a man of honour does a gentle- 
man. 

The word is fairly worn out: it has been fo 
long in mercantile hands, that it is no longer 
fit for genjlemen. They have laid it afide by 
univerfai confent, and beftowed it, with their 
old doaths, on their fervants and dependants. 

The ladies> who form, the moft confiderable 

part 
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part of the fafliionable world, have a peculiar 
fort of HONOUR of their own^ They entrench 
not uppn that, already appropriated to the other 
fex, but take it where the men leave it. Con* • 
fcious of their own frailties and infirmities, they 
are not afhamed to invoke its aid and afliftante^ 
to guard them in a part, where they are moft li- : 
able to furprize. No other branch of their con- • 
du£t comes within the jurifdidUon of honour ; 
for honour, at prefent, is no more than What 
the world expefts from you ; they are at free 
liberty in every other article^ and, like our 
original parents, have but one thing prohibited. 

The different value and credit of particular 
virtues, at feverai periods of time, would form ^ 
a very entertaining and ufeful hiftory ; and by 
lookin^back into former times, ana obferving 
the different faces and changes that virtue has 
appeared in, we might reduce it to a degree of ' 
calculation, and forn(i a tolerable conjecture when 
any particular fpecies of it would again come * 
into faftiion. The prefent .rage for liberty will : 
not cafily admit of many articles oi' belief ; they 
arc a degree of fervitude of the mind, which we > 
difdain : but as it is very proper to obfervefome 
appearance of religion, we voluntarily give up* 
the freedom of the body,' to prefcrve that of the • 
mind j and admit of fome regulations* and re— 
ftriftions, which cuftom has eftabliflied, as in*- 
difpenfibly neceflary to maintain the connexions 
of focial life. 

But the body is full as rebellious as. the mind, 
and has as ftrong an averfion to reftraint; for 
which reafon it has been found expedient to* 
grant fome degree o£ indulgence, ta moderate ^ 

be- 
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between pleafure and ftriiSl virtue, and to make 
a compromife between the feveral duties, and* 
moft prevailing paffions. 

To form this alliance, and ftrengthen it by 
the firmeft tie, the word honour was introdu- 
ced ; a word very much the favourite of vir- 
tue, and fo enchanting in its found, that vice 
could make no obje£bion. She confented ; but 
on thcfe conditions, that Ihe fhould have a due ' 
proportion of advantage ; and if it was allowed * 
to heighten many virtues, it (hould likewife be 
permitted to cover almoft an equal degree of 
vice. Thus it is made to ferve both as a cor- 
dial and palliative : it exalts the chara<ftcr of 
virtue, and takes off from the deformity of vice. 
But the mixture is fo unnatural, that the poifon 

Sets the better of the medicine ; and if fome 
Fong antidote is not fpeedily applied, all the 
humours will be vitiated, and the whole mafs' 
corrupted. 

No perfon who is any ways converfant in an- 
tiquity can be. ignoraiit of the allegorical fitua- 
tion of the temples of Virtue and Honour 
at Rome. They were fo placed, that there was 
no entrance into the latter, but through the 
former •, which has given rife to a very beautiful 
thought in Cicero's firft oration againft Verres. 
Both thefe temples were built by Marcellus, 
whofe original defign was to have placed the 
two goddefles in one temple : but the priefts, * 
who^re always for extending the plan of cere- 
monial religion^ would not permit it j which 
obliged him to alter his firft intention. But he 
purfued the meaning of it, by building two tem- 
ples contiguous to each other, and in fuch a 

fitua- 
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lEkuation, that the only avenue to the temple of 
Honour (hould be through the temple of Vir- 
tue ; leaving by this emblem a very elegant 
and ufeful leflTon to pofterity, that Virtue is 
the only dire£^ road to Honour. 

It is impoffible to have too great a regard 
and efteem for a man of ttriSt honour ; but 
then let him prove his right to this title, by the 
whole tenor of his a&ions. Let him not hold 
fome doctrines in high eftimation, and reje^ 
others of equal importance : let him neither at- 
tempt to derive his chRraAer, or form his con- 
duct from fafhion or the opinion of others : let 
a true moral rectitude be the uniform rule of his 
adions ^ and a juft praife and approbation will 
be their due reward. ' 

Vk^NW^ Sa/ Va^ V^ V^ V/ V^ V/ ^a/ V^ V^ Vt^^a^^i^Vii' Vt^ %A^ 
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Numb. 167. TnVKSDAYy March iiy 1756. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SiR, 
H £ want of happinefs has been the per- 



T 



petual complaint of all ranks and cpndi* 

tions of men, from the beginning of the world to • 
the prefent times : and at the rate they ftill go 
on, it is abfolutely impoflible that the complaint 
fhoiu3 ceafe. Happinefs is a fruit always within 
their reach, but they will not give themfelves 
the trouble to gather it. It is nourly at their 
doors as a friend, but they will not let it in. It 
folicits them in every fliape, yet th^ rejed its 
ofFers. Ignonuice and indolence are its conftant 
enemies. 

Most 
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Most people have parts and applicadon fuifi* 
cient to learn the cafy rules of \Wbift, Cribbage, 
and Chefs ; and as foon as tfaey are infx»ined 
(what they little Aifped, and will be delighted 
to hear) tlrat Happincfs is a Gai^e, aixl a much 

g cater and deeper one than even Pharo or 
azard, I make no doubt that me% wooa^ti^ 
aJid children will ioimtdiately fet themfelves to 
learn the rAxka and iihei&s of this important 

PtAY, 

When they are fatisfied it is a; game thaft 
will be univerrally ufed in all companies: in town 
ahd cotintry, what mortal will be fo ftupid as 
not to learn it in fome degree of perfedtion ? 
For who, without the greateft gratitucfey can 
refle£l upon the benevoknlce of nature, that hair 
introduced felici^r into the world, in the wel* 
come and ever^faffaionable guife of deep plaj!^ 
and high ^ming ? 

. This divine attainment could not have been 
annexed to books and learning; head-achs, per- 
petual reafonings, and fierce difputations, would 
have embarraffed every ftep : neither could it 
have been coupled to riches, which are ever 
attended with care and anxiety. If poverty and 
contentment had been the v^cles appropriated 
to convey it, 2i flckly calm WDuld have flag^ 
natsd all activity. Had it been given to political 
purfuits,, how OHild it have been reconciled to 
the defuhorv fendments of majorities and mi- 
norities- ! Therefore bountiful nature has an* 
nexed it to Cauds, and feafoned it ta the palates 
of mankind, by the Ipirit of gamingi, which ihe 
has almaft ecpially in&ifed imoaliner rational 
children. 

Voi^IV. D . Now 
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• Now as I have always profefled myfelf a 

Seat friend and admirer of Play, I fhall en- 
avour to lay down a few of the moft certain 
rules, by which all perfons may be inftru£led in 
the art of playing at this royal game of Hap* . 
PiNESS. And I am the more willing to promote 
the knowle(k;e of this game, as it depends ra* 
ther upon iSill and addrefs, than chance and 
fortune. It is not played with ever-dangerous 
dice, like Back-gammon or Trick-track : nor like 
Bragg, by audacity of countenance, and polite 
cozenage : and though, like Picquet, there Is 
much putting out and taking in^ yet every card 
is playable. 

I AM elated with pleafure, when I confider 
that I am going to teach miferable mortals this 

frreat Game: which, without vanity I may 
ay^ is making them a prefent of more than a 
fixth fenfe, and enabling them to exercife their 
five primary ones in the moft delightful manner. 
I need not here expatiate upon the pleafures of 
Play, the firft paftime of infancy, and the ul- 
timate amufement of decrepid age ; the faculty 
which moft diftinguifhes the rational fh>m the 
brute creation ; that levels the lacquey with the 
prince, and the humble cinder-wench with the 
ftately duchefs ; the cement of all true fociety, 
which, by difcarding volumes of words, confines 
all wit, fenfe and language within the limits of 
half a fcore (hort and fignificant fentences. How 
admirable is the fagacity of the adepts ! or^ in 
other words, the people of faihion ! who are 
perpetually taking into their hands, and dealing 
about moft liberally, all that is deiirable iin the 
world ! For though the uneducated clafs of 
5 mortals 
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mortals may think a club is but a club, and a 
fpade a fpade, thefe exalted and illumined cha- 
rafters thoroughly comprehend, that clubs de- 
note power, diamonds riches, fpades induftry, 
and hearts popularity and affeftions of every 
fort. From this confideration, I never enter a 
great apartment without being ftruck with fo- 
lemnity and awe. I look upon the different 
contenders iat each table, as (o many mighty 
giants, toffing about with ftupendous ftrength 
thefe glorious cymbols of every thing, valuable in 
the creation. 

What giggling mifs (hall hereafter prefume 
to difturb, thefe rites with more than female le- 
vity ? What puny fenator fhall dare here to re* 
coUeft the politics of either houfe, the partial 
intereft of infignificant iflands and nations, 
whofe comparative greatnefs is loft in fuch a 
fcene ; where every motion decides the fates of 
kings and queens, and every ordinary trick in- 
cludes as much wifdom and addrefs, as would 
fet up a moderate politician, ftatefman, or mi- 
nifter ? I confider thefe aflemblies as the great 
academies of education, and obferve with plea- 
fure, that all parents, guardians, and hiifbands, 
are bringing their families to town, for at leaft 
fix months in the year, to take the advantage of 
thefe nobje fchooLs and well-inftituted feminaries. 

What ideas muft we form of the hofpitable 
inhabitants of a great capital, where the houfes 
and heads of the moft refpeftable families are 
ni^ht after night devoted to public benefit and 
iuftruftion ! How much fuperior are thefe to the 
porticos, gardens and philofophic fchools, that 
rendered the names of Athens aiid Rome fo 
D 2 greatly 
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greatly celebrated ! Here our daughters- ar^ 
capacitated to marry the firft prmce that may 
happen to a(k them, inftead of falling; the unr 
happy vicSbims of the narrow domeftic view^ of 
fome neighhouring country genUeaian. And 
here the married ladies are taught to pafs the 
winter evenings without a yawn, even in th« 
abfence of their hufbands. Here they colledl 
that treafure of mafculine knowledge, thofe ele^ 

fjant ideas and refle6Uons, that wonderfully all- 
eviate the folitude of the old family manfion^ 
where, amidft the cawing of rooks^ the. mur- 
muring of ftreams, and fragrant walks of flower- 
ing {hrubs, they wait the return of winter with a 
philofophic compofure. 

But I am wandering from my purpof«^ and 
expatiating upon general Play, when 1. intended 
only to teach my new and great GamEt of Hap- 
piness, which will render the whole univerfe 
like one grand affembly or rout. 

Know then, ye hence happy mortals ! that 
the game called Happiness, ^ is played with 
packs of cards, each pack coniifting of three 
hundred and fixty-five different cards ; the backai 
of which, inftead of being white, are of a dufky 
footy colour. Every feventh card is equivalent 
to a court card, of which there are fifty-two in 
each pack j and upon playing properly thefe 
court cards, the fortunate event of the game is 
thought greatly to depend. 

It is played from one to any number of play-- 
crs. The game of one is the leaft entertaining : 
the game of two i^ much applauded by lookers 
on j but as a greater number muft naturally 
give more variety to the g^me, a party of ten 
I or 
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or a dozen is the moft defirable fet, though the 
players majr be ^ubjed to many revokes. Great 
lovers of the game are indeed fond of fitting 
down to a crowded table 5 but it is generally 
obferved, that an inattentive and flovenly man- 
ner of playing is too often the confequence. One 
pack of cards will laft a confiderable time, as 
may be conjeftured from their footy backs : in- 
afmuch as the greateft players are feldom known 
to pay for more than three-fcore and ten packs 
during the whole cotirfe of their lives. 

They that have the moft tricks win the largeft 
divifion of the ftake ; but every player gets fome- 
thing, befidcs the great pleafure of playing, 
which is thought to be fuptrlative. 

This great Gaivie partakes of the excellencies 
t)f all t)thcr games. You are often piqued and 
tepiqucd, as at PicmiCt. You arc foftietimes 
"beafted as at Quadrille ; often checked, as at 
-Chefs ; put back, as at the game of Goofe ; and 
fubjeft to nicks, aifter the manner of Hazard. It 
differs in one particular from all other games, viz» 
that the fliarper is always fure to be over-matched 
t>y the feir player. 

It would fill a large volume, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
to recount all the varieties of this truly Royai*- 
Game ; and already I am afraid of having tranf- 
greffed the bounds of your paper : I fhall there- 
fore defer the rules I promifed at the beginning 
of this letter to another opportunity, at which 
time Ifliall take care to make the meaneft of your 
readers an adept at Happiness. 
1 am. Sir, 

Your moji humble Jervant^ 

• JL. T, 
D 3 Numb, 
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Numb. i68. Thursday, March 18, 1756. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

EVERY difquifition that tends to remove the 
prejudices and enlighten the underftandings 
of mankind, though it mav chance to come from 
an obfcure hand, will not oe without its admirers 
and advocates in this learned and truly philofo- 
phical age. It is needlefs then to make any apo- 
logy for defiring you to print this. 

I SET out in life with a good (hare of medical 
(kill, botany, chymiftry, anatomy, and natural 
phllofophy ; in the laft of which efpecialhr I 
excelled : feldom failing to inveftigate the effici- 
ent caufe oPany phenomenon : and being fenfible 
of my own uiperior abilities, I never was fo 
mean-fpirited as to give up a difputed point. But 
from two or three failures in pradlice, when the 
medicines had not the effe£l I intended, and in- 
deed once when they had, in relieving a nymph 
at fix months end from a diforder which would 
have lafted nine, my bufmefs and my fees began 
to fall Ihort. 

I MUST confcfs myfelf fhocked to find merit fo 
difregarded, and determined to fearch out what 
faculty there might be in the mind of man, that 
could induce him to treat with contempt and in- 
gratitude any peffon who profeffed a defign of 
Icrving him. This led me into moral inquiries, 
in which I foon made fufEcient progrefs : and be* 

ing 
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iiig perfuaded that it was incumbent upon every 
rational member of fociety to communicate hap^ 
pinefs, as far as his influence may extend^ I 
kept not the refult of my enquiries fecret, but 
formed a club of the tliinking part of my ac- 
quaintance, to whom with the greateft freedom I 
imparted my fpeculations j and, in fpite of prc- 

1'udice, inculcated many important truths. Thefe 
once thought of making more public from th^ 
prefs ; but there is no neceiEty for it, feeing thfe 
moble and better fort of philofophers are confcf- 
fedly of my opinion, and difcard with one voice 
all that metaphyfical jargon, which would per- 
fuade us to believe the immateriality of the foul 
and a future flate. Our fentiments are calculated 
univerfally to promote human felicity, as they 
free the mind from any terrors and difagreeable 
appreheniions. It certainly then becomes the 
duty of every one who would be deemed benevo- 
lent, to propagate, as far as poflible, principles 
of fuch manifeft utility. But we muft expeft 
oppoiition to this falutary delign, from thofe who 
make a gain of the prejudices of the world. They 
'will never be fo difmterefted as eafily to forego 
the great emoluments arifing thence. And per- 
haps fome thinking men (fmce moral virtues are 
indifpenfibly necenary to the well-being of the 
community) may judge it not quite fo proper to 
loofe the vulgar at once from all ties, except fuch 
as arife from the inherent reftitude or depravity 
of aftions. 

I HAVE a fcheme to obviate this, to which no 

rational objeftion can be made. I acknowledge 

myfelf indebted to an ingenious Spaniih author 

for the firft hint ^ but as he did not purfue his 

D 4 reafoning 
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reafening fo far, cither for want of abilities, or 
through fear of the mquifition, I may juftly afTume 
to myielf the merit of the invention, This author 
tells us, ** Phyficians feeing the great power the 
^ temperament of the brain hath in making a 
^' man wife and prudent, have invented a cer- 
^< tain medicine, compofed in fuch a manner, 
** and replete with fuch qualities, that being 
*> taken in proper dofcs, it renders a man capable 
** of rcafoning better than he could before. 
*< They call it the confediion of wifdom." Now 
if there is a medical compofltion known (as from 
^is authority we have fuflicient reafon to believe) 
that will improve the rational faculties, and il- 
Jumine the undcrftanding, Ave may with «qua4 
truth aiTert, thej^ aitt'. to be foemd medicinets 
cwhich will curb the paflions, thofc great obftaclee 
to moral virtue, and make men live according ta 
ihc iitnefs of things. 

'I'he thinking part of man being allowed to 
Jbe a modification of matter, it muft be fuppofcd 
lo be a part of the body ; at leaft it is fo ftridUy 
tinited and adherent to it, that in all things it 
fufiers with, and cannot by any arguments of 
reafon be proved capable of exifting without it. 
Hence it will indifputably follow, that all the 
powers of the mind, even the moral faculties, are 
infeparably connected with the temperament and 
habit of that body of which (he is part. Info- 
much that prudence (the foundation of all mo- 
rality) as well as juftice, fortitude, and tempe- 
rance (the other cardinal virtues) and their oppo- 
fites, entirely depend upon the conftitution. It 
will therefore become the province of the phyfi- 
^iaii tQ extirpate the vIqiqus k^hm <3f mankind. 
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and introduce the contrary ; to fiipprefe hixury, 
and create chaftity ; to make the foolifh prudent, 
the proud humble, the avaricious liberal, and the 
coward Vaiiant. And all this is eafy to be donfe, 
by the afliftance of alterative medicines, and by a 
propferly adapted regimen, that fliall be perfedive 
of each virtue, and repugnant to eidi vice. 

In confirmation of my fenthnents, I could 
quote the fathers of phyfic, Hippocrates and Ga- 
len, as well as Flato and Atiftotle, the chief of 
philofophers. But an example will be of mofe^ 
real authority than a multiplication of qaotationj. 
^ Man will be impelled to adl by ttiofe appetites, 
'good or bad, which arife from tbeiiabit of his 
conftitution : the phyfician then who can alter 
his conftitution, may make the vicious becom'e 
virtuous. And mora! philofophers greatlv ert, 
when they do not avail themftrves tof th6 (cience 
of medicine, which onl]^ by changing the tempe- 
rament of the body, will force the mind to re- 
lifh virtue and diftafl:e vice. If a Miofalift iin- 
dertakes to reform a luxurious perfon, who glv^ 
himifelf up to high living and lafcivioxis indul- 
gences, by treating hiYta according to the rules 
of his art, what means would he ufe toinftil the 
principle of temperance and chaftity, that th^y 
ihould take fuch deep root in the mind, ias con- 
ftantly and uniformly to influence his condudl i 
He will fet out by Ihewing him the deformity Of 
intemperance and dcbauraery, and enumerating 
all that train of evils which proceed from fuCh 
courfes : and if the patient has not entirely gOt 
over the prejudices of a fuperftitious eduCatiOn> 
he will endeavour to affright him by a terribte 
detail of thofe inexprefllble miferies his foul is !h 
D 5 danger 
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danger of fufFering hereafter, if death fliould fur- 
prize him without giving him time to repent and 
forfake his debaucheries. After this he will ad- 
vife him to faft and pray, fleep little, and avoid 
the company of women ; and perhaps to wear 
hair-cloth, to macerate his body by rigorous au- 
fterities, and keep it under by bloody difcipline. 
Thefe methods, if he continues long to praftife 
them, will render him pallid and feeble, and fb 
far different from what he was, that inftead of 
iiinnirig after women, aud placing his fummum 
bonum in good eating and drinking, he will fcarce 
bear to hear a female mentioned, and naufeate 
the very thoughts of a fumptuous entertainment. 
. The moralift feeing the man fo changed, will be 
apt to impute the whole to his art, and fuppofe 
the habits of temperance and chaftity come from 
I know not whence, and are the effeft of his ra- 
tiocination. The phyfician knows the contrary, 
and is fully fenfible they proceed from the languid 
and debilitated ftate of the body : for if this he 
.reftored to its priftine vigour, the patient will 
foon return to his old practices of excefs and riot. 
Daily experience muft convince us of this. What 
we have proved of luxury and chaftity, will in 
the fame manner hold good with regard to aH 
other vices and virtues \ becaufe each has its pro- 
per temperament of body peculiarly adapted to 
it. Bleeding then and Wittering, cupping and 
purging may be ufefuHy adminiftered in mental 
as well as C9rporal diforders. A brifk falivation 
inay cure tfee mind and body both of a venereal 
taint ; and a flrong emetic may have a more fa- 
lutiferous effeft than barely cleanfmg the ftomach 
of an epicure. 

IcouLJd 
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I COULD add many more inftances, but have 
already faid enough to evince the rationality and 
prafticability of my fcheme ; and being deter- 
mined not. to lofe the honour of my inventions, I 
do not care todifcover too much, left fome palto* 
plagiary {hould, with fome little variation, obtrudfe 
them upon the world as his own. I have with 
great labour and thought reduced the whole to a 
complete fyftem, and am compiling a didaftic 
treatife of all the vices incident to human nature, 
and their different degrees, with the fymptoriis 
prognoftic and diagnoftic, the curatory indications, 
and a proper dietetic regimen to be obferved in- all 
cafes. The whole will be comprized in ten vo- 
lumes folio ; and when the woik is quite ready for 
the prcfs, I may perhaps venture to publifli propo- 
fals more at large, with a fpecimen annexed. But 
as your paper is generally well received by good 
company, I thought this would be no improper 
'method of communicating the firft hint of my de- 
fign, that I might judge from what the intelligent 
fay of this, how they will relifh the larger work of 
Sir, 

Tour humble fervanty 

ACADEMICUS. . 

Numb. 169. Thursday, March 25, 1765. . 

TH E following letters have lain by me fome 
time. The writers of them will, I hope, 
cxcufe mc for the delay, and for the few alte- 
rations which I judged it ncccflaiy to make \xk 
them. ■ - ■ 

- D 6 To 
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To Mn Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

Ik a late paper you have declared abfolutely 
Sjgainft total nakednefs in our fex, and by others 
you have given us to underftand that we are veiy 
'impolitic in bur late near approaches to k : for 
that while we are leaving little or nothing for 
jtnajginatioh to exercife itfelf upon, . or for cu- 
riofity to defire, we are certainly lofing our hold 
upon the men. But I cannot fay that mice I havis 
uAdreffed myfelf to the utmoft extent of the fa- 
Ihion, I have fewer admrers than when I ap- 
peared like a modeft woman j though, to confefs. 
the truth, I have had but one fince, that has not 
plainly difcovered a thorough averfion to marri- 
age J and him I imprudent^ loft, by granting to* 
Ins importunity the full difplay of my whole per* 
fon : indeed the argument he ufed was fo ex- 
tremely reafonable, that I knew not how to ob- 
jeft to it J and whilft be pleaded with the utmoft 
tfendcrnefsj that what he requefted as a tribute to 
love, was but a very little more than what I daily 
laviihed indifcriminately on every eye, I had not 
the confidence to deny him. 

Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as I think it not im- 
probable, by the advances the ladies^ have made 
this winter towards complete nakednefs, that as 
the fummer comes on, they will incline to throw 
off all covering whatfoever, I have thought pro- 
per to fet before them the untoward. effect wbich> 
I have experienced from leaving nothing to dif- 
cover. I can affurc them as an important truths 
t^t if they bave^a defure to retain evejo^ any ad- 

mireiis^ 
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mirers^ they muft ftop where tfaey are^ and «n^- 
cover no farther; or if they aim at gcttiag huf- 
bands, they will do wifely to conqeal, and re- 
ierve among the aoquifitions to be obtained only 
by xnarriage^'a gceat deal which they now Ihew,. 
to no other purpofe than the defeating their own? 
{cbemes* 

GtvE-me leave, fir, to conclude this letter 
with a {hort tranfcript from an author,, who I 
believe is noA unknown to you, and vAh) baa> 
taken feme painft to inftrud the ladies in. this 
particular point* 

THE TnaiJ, who modefily conceals 
Her beauties^ whilfl Jhe hides ^ reveals. 
Give but a /limpfe^ <wi Fancy draws 
fyhate'er the Grecian Venus was, 
Frem Eve*$ frji fig-leaf to brocade^ 
JUdrefs was meant for Fancy's ttidy 
Which evermore delighted dwells 
On what the Bajhful nymph conceals,. 
When CeHaftruts in man^s attire^ 
Sheflyews too much to raife deftre ; 
But from the hoopU betwttching rounds 
Hir iferyjhoe has pow*r to wound. 

I am. 
Sir, 

Tour moji humble fervanty 

S* B«. 

Mr, Fitx-Adam, 

In this free and communicative age, iii which 

buiinefs of almoft dl kinds is tranfadted by adver- 

tifements, it is not uncommon to fee wives and 

nikh^ailes^ ftokn hories and ftrayed hearts, pro^ 

mi£-^ 
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mifcuoufly advertifed in one and the fame paper. 
.It is a curious, and frequently an entertaining 
medley : but amidft all the remarkable advertife-* 
ments I have lately feen, I think the following by 
far the moft curious; and for that reafon, I defire 
it may be made Jftill more public than it is already, 
by appearing in the World. 

"WANTED, 

** A CURATE at Seccles in Suffolk. Enquire 
•* farther of Mr. Strutt, Cambridge and Yar- 
•* mouth carrier, who inns at the Crown, the 
•* corner of Jefus-lane, Cambridge. 

** N. B. To be fpoke with from Friday noon 
*' to Saturday morning nine o'clock." 

I HAVE tranfcribed this from a news-paper, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, verbatim et literatim, and muft 
confefs I look upon it as a curiofity. It would 
certainly be entertaining to hear the converfation 
between Mr. Strutt, Cambridge and Yarmouth 
carrier, and the curate who ofiirs himfelf. Que- 
ftionlefs Mr. Strutt has his orders to enquire into 
the young candidate's qualifications, and to make 
his report to the advertiling reftor, before he 
agrees upon terms with him. But what princi- 
pally dcferves our obfervation is, the propriety of 
referring us to a perfon who traffics coliflantly to 
that great mart of young divines, Cambridge. 
The advertifer might there expeft numbers to 
flock to the perfon he employed, who (by the 
way) might have been fomebody more nke a 
gentleman (no difparagement to Mr. Strutt, I 
know him not) than a Yarmouth carrier. It is 
pleafant too to obferve the N. B. at the end of 
the advertifement^ it carries with it an air of fig* 
. . nificance 
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nificance enough to intimidate a young divine, 
who might po£bly have been (o bold as to have 
put himfelf on an equal footing with this nego- 
tiator, if be had not known that he was only to 
be fpoke with at ftated hours. 

There are fome of us laymen (you, I dare 
fay, Mr. Fitz-Adam, among the reft) who are 
old-fafhioned enough to have fome refpeiS for 
the clergy ; it does not therefore give us any 
pleafure to fee them thus advertifed like barbers 
journeymen. 

But why did not the advertifer mention cic- 
prefly the qualifications he expeAed in his cu^ 
rate r That would have faved much trouble and 
altercation between the prolocutor and the young 
divine. I will have done, however, with this 
particular advertifement, and leave the whole to 
your animadverfion ; only defiring that you would 
order under your own hand, that from henceforth 
all advertifements for curates Ihduld be worded in 
the following manner. 

"WANTED, 
** A CURATE at ***. He muft be one 
** that can play at Back-gammon, and will be 
** willing to receive five-and -twenty pounds a 
'** year tor doing the whole duty of a paiifh 
** while his reftor receives two hundred for do- 
** ing none of it. He muft keep what company, 
*' and preach what dodrihe his re£lor pleafea, 
*' &c. &c. &c. Whoever will comply with thefe 
'* reafonable terms, may apply to ***, inn- 
*' keeper at ***, for full information." 
I am, Sir, Tours^ 

L. L. 
Mr. 
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Mr. FiTE-AfifAM, 

It is with ples^ure thftt I fee you lefs addidad 
to dreaming tkan moft of joitr predecefibrs : tx> 
fay the truth, I have fekkxn fcntxi you incline to 
nod ; though without any difparagcment to you^ 
your betters and elders have fometknes flept m a 
much Shorter work* jfliquandv bonus JiormUit 
Homena^ was what I told my fchool-maAer, when 
lie whipt me for fleepingo^er my book. 

Life has been often called a dream ; nay, we 
are told of fome old Grecians, who ufed to be 
always in dwibt whether they were afleep or 
awake. Indeed the number of waking dreamers 
that are daily exhibiting themfelves in this me- 
uopolis is inconceivable ; even the pulpit is not 
free from them. The firft time I ever heard the- 
chahider <A a dreamer given to a preacher, was 
on thefollowinjgoccafion. A reader to a country 
cure took a prmted fenxion of an eminent divine 
into the pulpit with him to preach; unfortu- 
nately it happened to be a fiu^wcl fermon. The 
younjg gentleman began with acquainting the 
people that he was then going to leave them ► 
As they had never received the leaft hint of this 
before, they were a good deal furprized ; but 
when he concluded with telling them that he had 
been exhorting them with all diligence for fixteen 
years (when he had hardly been with them as 
many weeks) and talked of his high dignity in 
the church, fome of the congregation faid he was 
mad, moft of them that he was dreaming. 

I COULD wifli indeed that thefe dreamers in 
the pulpit would contrive to dream their own. 
dreams, or that they would take care not to con- 
vert the ferious thoughts of others into fomething 

nK>re 
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move abfurd than dreams, for want of reading be- 
forehand what they wouW be fuppofed to deliver 
^fls their own-compofitions. It is byway of hint 
to fuch dreamers d\at I have told this ftory, which 
being the principal purpofe of my letter, 1 (hall 
add no more than that 

I am, B I R> 

Tffur mo/l humble fervanty 

A* bk 



Numb. 170. Thursday, April i^ i756» 
Pfft -montm •n^bilitari -wktnt. CiCfiRO,. 

TA'KI^<T my wrilk of ^obferration the 
other -day, as w <)ftcn my -cuftom, I was 
led by the courfc oPmy tour into one of our fa- 
mous hofpitals. The magnificence of the build- 
ing, the order and regularity of the houfliold, the 
Qiurititude that v/ere received, and their feveral 
^K:coaimodati(His, threw me naturally into a verj^ 
pkafmg contemplation on the extenfive charity 
of my good countrymen. From one of thefe en- 
dowed habitations I was carried on to another, 
till I believe I made myfelf acquainted with all 
the public edifices of this nature that this large 
and opulent city abounds with. Some of them 
I found af roj'^al and very ample foundation,^ 
others raifed and maintained by a fingle and mu- 
nificent family, others by a joint aft of the whole 
people ; all, however, noble in their purpofes,, 
and admirably adapted for the particular ufes to 
whicK A«y were -diSinftly appropriated. I ad- 
mired? 
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4)efore (he dicd^ (he never mified morning or 
evening fervice throughout the weelc, befides her 
private devotion in her own houfe, sst which 
none of the family were iuffered to be prefent* 
The minifter and ihc would fometimes ftay two 
or three hours together. She ufed often to dif- 
courfe upon charity, and faid fhe loved the poor^ 
though I do not remember to have ieen her be* 
How any alms whilft I lived with her> which fur* 
prized us the moie that £he fhould leave all to 
them at her death. She has given them her pic- 
lure too, with orders that it lliould be hung over 
the great door of the chapel. Remember, fir, 
it is by your own defure I coUcifl thefe trifling 
particulars, that concern ourfelves oaly, and the 
memory of fo fentaftical and unjuft a woman; for 
fuch I muft call her, notwithftandine I affaire you 
I am perfedly €U)d conflentedly -refigited to my 

lam, Gfr. 

It was with gneat difficulty I could learn any 
thing relating to the old gentleman, who is men- 
tioned to have difpofed of his whole eftate in thii& 
manner. Thofe of his blood and neareft kindred 
bad betaken thcmfelves to the loweft fiipport^^ 
which employment affords to tfie miferable, and 
were either difperfed in the navy, or in fuch Ife- 
tions, that all enquiries of this tort were fruitlefs.. 
The very name was obliterated every where, ex- 
cept where it pointed out the difpofal of a very 
cojaliderable fortune. All I could gather of hitti 
was, that he had incrcafed a very good paternal 
inheritance by every art of thrivirrg in trade,, that 

is. 



N° 17a T Bf E W O R L D. 93 

is fafely. praiticablc ; that he was always called 
in the city, a hard money-getting man ; and that 
he had left his brothers^ nftcrs, and grand-chil- 
dren to make their way without the leaft-provi- 
fion or aiiiftance. There was a ftatue ercfting 
for him, I found by his own orders, in the hof- 
pital. 

Thus ended my purfuit, which I quitted with 
as much eag^mels as it was undertaken. I was 
difpleafed over and over with myfdfat myfearch, 
and w^Hhed for that tranquillity of mind, which 
is always the portion of a happy ignorance. The 
ftream, as I viewed it, was dear; and it is cer- 
tain I went out of my way tolook at the fountain. 
The genemfity'I affirft contemplated witlrrap- 
ture^ was now exchafiged for thedifguft I felt at 
pride and injuftke. Were ftrokes indeed of this 
nature not fo fevere in their efleft, there is fome- 
thing fo ridiculous in thefe oftentatrotis charities, 
and fuch an abfur^ity in appropriations of this 
fort, under the circumftances I have defcribcd, 
that I confefs I could indulge a lefs ferious re- 
fle<5lion at the examination of them. 

The two originals above, have many counter- 
parts in this nation; perfons who are frequently 
fo very charitable as to reduce their whole fami- 
lies to beggary. The raifing a church, or en- 
dowing an hcipital, are the two main objefls of 
an elderly finncr's piety ; and no matter by what 
means, fo that the end be but accompliihed. 
This is fuch a compendious way of difcharging all 
the duties of life at once, and at the expence only 
of what there is no poffibility of retaining any 
longer, that no wonder thefe fpungcs of charity 

are 
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are in fo much ufe at fome certain periods, and at 
fuch alone. 

I WOULD not dwell upon errors which I 
thought incorrigible, or endeavour to difcover 
caufes without hopes of amending the effe&s; 
but I am really of opinioa that the grievances 
here fet forth, owe their birth chiefly to a few 
miftakes, which my acceptation of the word cha- 
rity inclines me very much to reftiftr, for the fer- 
vice efpecially of thefe pious and lioeral benefac- 
tors : for fuch I make no queftion many of them 
are, only, as I have faid before, they ^re unfor- 
tunate enough to lie under fome miftakes. In the 
firft place therefore, I ihall venture to lay it down 
as a maxim,' that there is no fuch thing as poft- 
humous charity. There may be equity, and there 
may be propriety, in a laft defignation of earthly 

(roods, but real or intrinfic generofity or benevo- 
ence there can be none. 

— ^^ more pyris vefci Calaber jubet hofpeu 

It is a modern fuppofition, nouriflied by hope 
and weaknefs, that leads people to reckon upon 
an a£t, that does not take place whilft they are 
alive. I do not remember that any one of the 
apoftles, the preachers and examples of every fo- 
cial obligation, ever enforced the duty of telfta- 
mentary adls of goodne'fs : Nor did David fet apart 
a charge upon the revenue his-fon was to enjoy 
after him, towards building a temple, whicn 
he found was not to be the glory of his own 
rqign. 

Another error, which I hope to fet right, 
ajrifes from the general idea of poverty, which 

feems 
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feems. not to be very well fettled. The poor under 
your eye, and the poor unborn, ftand in a very 
different relation of indigence together. Thus a 
crippled pennylefs fifter, or an infirm coufin, are 
thojight by no means equal objects of bounty 
with the future offspring of a future beggafr. All 
that I have to fay to a perfuafion of this fort is, 
that I will afErm, a relation or dependent left to 
flarve, is in every article as true a beggar as any 
between St. Paul's and St. Peter's. Upon the 
whole, fmce money has no currency on the other 
fide of the grave, and no real value but in its ap^ 
plication on this,| I cou^d wifh the laft difpofition 
of it were a little better confulered. It is but 
reafonable furely, to expeA that thofe who do no 
good with it whilft they live, fliould do lefs mif- 
chief with it when they die. 



% % 
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THERE is no privilege of which an Eng- 
liihman is fo jealous, nor for which he 
fo highly values the conftitution of his country, 
as the liberty that is allowed him, not only of 
thinking as he pleafes, but of generoufly com- 
municating his thoughts to the public. Thi's 
glorious charter, limited as it is, and ought to 
be, by wholefome laws, has infinite advantages 
derived from it ; particularly as it tends to cul- 
tivate the liberal arts, and helps to cariy on the 
great work of fcience. But whether it is. al- 
ways for . the improvement of our tafte, any 

more 
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more than our morals, that we fiiould be al- 
lowed to realize our fentiments, efpecially where 
the objed): falls immediately under the public 
eye, is a queftion that may perhaps admit of a ' 
debate. 

Thus, for inftance, if an ingenious g^nde-* 
man, for the greater embeiliihment of hiS' private 
fibrary, fhould think proper to erciSt tho head, 
er even the entire figure of a fhaking Manda- 
rine,^ between the bura of Tully and Demeft«- 
henes, or to exalt the divinities of Pekin to the 
i!am& degree of honour in his g^lery that her 
has already paid to the Grecian Venus aiid 
Apollo, it would be an infringement uponBritifljb 
liberty to check hi^s devotion. Bm if the fdme 
innovating, tafte ibould intrude upon, the^ aiufes 
Ihrine in our public feats of learning,: I ite>uld 
wifh for fome authority to ftop fo facrilegious an 
attempt. 

The fame care fhould extend cven*t& oxir 
amufements : I do not mean to debar any of 
them from their right of appearing as often as 
their patrons pleafe to call for them ; I would 
only affign them the proper limits of time and 
place, and prevent their bringing any confufion 
upon themfelves and others. It is certainly very 
juft, that Harlequin fhould flourifli with his 
dagger of lath,, and invert the order of nature, 
whenever he finds it necefiary; but thoitgh I 
" am delighted with the ingenuity of my party- 
coloured friend, it would grieve me to fee him 
fo far miftake his talents, as to introduce himfelf 
very familiarly into the company of Shakefpcar 
and Johnfon« 

To carry this obfervation a little higher, I 

think 
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tiimk any one of our pxAiic etitertafimiiiiiti, that 
more peculiarly belongs to the refined part of 
die wdrldy flioald be prefinved fmm any alloy- 
ing mixture, that may fmk and deb^ its value, 
or make us h>ok opoa its ftandard below the 
^grnal worth that it pretends to claim. It is 
uptm this account, A^t I cajinol; enougih lanaent 
the pfefent ftate of oar kalian opera, which 
feems to be continttally declining, without any 
friendly hand to interpofe, whic^ mi^ reftore 
it to its native purity, or preferve it from tcfttl 
decay. But before this k-ind reformer can be 
met vAthy or if any fuch (hould ^ippear, before 
his endeavours could hope for ai^ fuccefs, it will 
be proper to examine our own tasflc, to find 
whether it will ftand the trial, and whefehe!r we 
(bould not think his care very impertinent and 
ill applied. 

At prefent our attention feems to be £» en- 
tirely nxed upon air, that ws chink nothing 
enhances the value of jen -opera, fo much, as 
allowing the performers to introduc-e their own 
favourite fongs at pleafure ; and this elegant af- 
fortment, (elefted from drama's of oppohte fub- 
jeAsj written by poets of frreconcikable ge- 
niu^s, and fet to mufic by compofers «f con- 
trary "feeHngs, is ferved up, to oin- inejcpreffiblc 
fatisfedHon, and eagerly devoured uftd^r themo^ 
difh title of a PastiocK). 

If I may be permitted to enter into a ferious 
difquifition ctf this erttcrtoinmertt, after what I 
have fiiid of it in a former paper, I muft beg 
leave to cfcferve, that the Itaiittn oper^ carries 
much ftiore nseaning in it than one piartof its 
audience is poflibly aware of, and many oF tSie 
• Vol. IV. E. other 
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ether part are willing to s^Iow ; but it is there- 
fore nefeifary to chufe Metaftafio for the poet^ 
upon wbofe iingle merit the fpecies of drama 
piuft ftand or fall. 

And here, notwlthft^nding the laudable par- 
tiality which dir^ds us to givje the palm to our 
own countrymen, it: snuft be confefled that this 
foreigner has at leaft as good a title to it. as any 
^nglifh tragedian of this century ; and if (like 
them too) he has not the advantage of ftriking 
out much that is new, he has the happinefs of 
throwing an air of novelty upon the fentiments 
which he adopts, by the agreeable drefsthe gives 
them, and the advantageous point of view ia 
which they are placed. 

It would be exceeding the bounds of this pa- 
per to dwell upon every peculiar excellency j but 
it is no more than juftice to enter into a fair ex- 
amination, and, without any invidious compa- 
rison, to enquire whether his thoughts are not 
as pure and as claffical, his language as exprcf- 
iive and poetical, his charadters as diftinctly 
marked, aa fbrongly fupported, and as judiciouily 
finiihed, his conduct: of the drama as well car- 
ried on, and leading as clearly to the grand ca- 
taftrophe, as thofe among the moft admired of 
Qur modern vvriters. In the laft circumftance 
hehas a difficulty in his. way, which the ableft 
hand would fometimes be at a lofs to remove : 
as.jthe nature of this work requires every thing 
to be brought to a happy conclufion, it cannot 
but be pbferved with how mafterly a ftep he de- 
viates from the true to the feigned event, with- 
Qutconfufion, or f^yerving from the intefttionof 
his original plan. 

/" '-.BXJT 
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But it is not fufEcient to examine Metafta- 
fio's pretenfions by the common rules of cri- 
ticifm 5 there i& much more required of him than 
of the ordinary tragic poet 5 not only as he is 
confined to the meafure of three afts, but even 
thofe muft be concifely managed to avoid the 
drowfinefs of a weary recitative. His dialogue 
therefore, and even his narration, is fhbrt as it 19 
clear ; a fignificant expreffiop, fometimes a flngle 
word, conveys a whole fentiment, and that 
without leaving room for doubt, or throwing 
the leaft obfcurity. His foliloquies, where the 
compofer h&s an opportunity of introducing the 
accompanied recitative, perhaps the moft noble 
part of an opera, are not only diftinguifhed by 
the fincft touches of poetry, but abound in all 
that variety and tranfition of paflions, which 
naturally work in the human mind, when it is 
wrought up to the height of its diftrefs. Hii 
lings and choruffes, where all the power of 
mulic ought to combine, are made up of fenti- 
ment ; thefe indeed are fo finely imagined, and 
finifhed with fo happy an elegance, that per- 
haps they would not fufFer even by appear- 
ing among the ancient Lyric writers. 

If this be true of our poet (and furely it is 
but juftice to allow him this) let us bring him 
upon the ftage, attended, as he ought. And 
here it is not enough, that the compofer be 
thoroughly (killed in all the art of mufic, and 
feci the whole force of it, but he muft partake 
of the poet's fpirit, catch the flame through every 
fcene, and be fo far wrapt in the genius of 
his author, as to preferve the fame calt of fen- 
timent through the whole work. This indeed 
E 2 is 
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iat fo tiectffkry an attention to his eharadler, diat 
a fihgle compofer, thoagh but of the iecond clafs, 
who fhall follow him with afibflion, and enter 
into a fociil ^ing with him as far as he is ca- 
pable, will do him more juftice than a fuite of 
idte ableft mafters at his heeh, who perfbrm 
thdr ahcmatc ferviccs, and confidcr his ideas 
ftpanttely, withbttt lismng regard to the union 
ahd harmony of the whole. 

jftur let the poet and his attendant harmo- 
«ift be 'ever fo happily unrted, there is ftill a 
reafoning, but perhaps not the more^feeling part 
>Df manknid, who will by no means allow the 
uptt^ any dramatic merit, and confequently de- 
rive it at once of its diftinguWhing worth. 
Their judgment, it fcems, is irreparably hurt, 
in finding heroes conquering, rivals contend- 
ing, lovers defpairing, to the found of mufic ; 
.aftdthey cannot reconcile it to thdr fenfes, that 
pfeople who ftem difcoarfmg upon very intercffe- 
ing fubj^fts, (hould be obliged to do it by time 
and meafurc. The learned among thefe will 
probably meet with an apology, from fomething 
fimilaf upon the Grecian ftage, and the others 
will do well to confider whether they are not 
literal critics in mufic, as grammarians are in 
learning ; perhaps they cannot feparate from 
harmony the idea of the ftddle-ftrings and pipes, 
any more than thefe ran from language the in- 
variable chime of adverb, conjunftion, and pre- 
pofition ; Whereas the mufic we are fpeaking 
of is the voice of nature, in her various accents 
6f joy, grief, rage, lamentation, pity, or defpair. 
The notes indieed are divefted of their wildnefs, 
have their temperaments, tadences^ and limits ; 

but 
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but they feem to be no other than, the law* 
\irhich ns^ture has fet them, aod their bounds 
are too nicely concealed to have the appearance 
of borrowing any thing from art. 

A DisTiNGuisHiNO ear, or rather a. feeling 
heart, that yields to the imprei&on which a nobler 
accompaniment carries with it, will be ib far 
from calling off his attention from the principal 
part, or cc^fidering the additional harmony .as 
the eflcft of n>echanic art^ that it will more in-^ 
timately ftrike him as a fympathetic fenfe, which 
arifes in the mind itfelf, unconne6led and inde- 
pendant of any afliftance from without. Even 
thofe whofe ideas are lefs abftraft^d, hut who 
have fouls prepared for the reception of harmo- 
ny, when they hear from the orchfiftra, the ani- 
mating ftrains, or dying falls, as Shakcfpear 
expreues it, will, without any critical rcfledH^Jis, 
confidcr them as having the fame efic£l upon 
the ear, as a well painted fcene upon the eye, 
where that man would furely wrong his imagi- 
nation much, who inftead of indulging it in the 
fuppofed reality of rocks, woods, and rivers, 
fhould check his feeling at once, and confider 
every thing before him, merely ^s canvas and 
colours. 

If <be{e obfervations are at all founded upon 
truth, an opera, well conducted, muft be one of 
the nobleft reprefentations that lies within the 
reach of mimic art, and confequently there 
cannot be too much care and attention employ- 
ed to produce it with every advantage. How 
this will bcft be cffefted, may perhaps be worth 
the enquiry ; but it can only be fo upon a fup- 
pofition thut the thing itfelf has really a great 
£ 3 Ihare 
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Ihare of that merit which it pretends to aflume. 
There cannot indeed be a ftronger ridicule than 
to give an air of importance to amufementy, 
if they are in themfelves contemptible and voicj 
of real tafte ; but if they are the objeft and care 
of the Judicious' and polite, and really defervc 
that diftinftion, the conduft of them is certainly 
of confequence, as that alone will determine 
the public approbation, and bv that only their 
patrons can prefrde over them with dignity. 



.Numb. 172. Thursday, Jpril 15, i756* 

To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

THE impatience of the public to be farther 
inftruded in the Royal Game of Hap- 
PiKESS,. has no doubt been veiy great, fince 
your publication of my letter on that fubjedl, 
the nth of laft month : for where the ftake is 
fa confiderable, the defire of playing the game 
to the beft advantage muft needs be exceffive j 
and where the cards are fo numerous (though 
the generality of players think them too few) 
the addrefs required muft be almoft infinite. 

Had it not been for this truly entertaining 
game, Adam and Eve, with all their innocence, 
had paflcd their hours but dully even in para- 
dife. Before the fall they played the game in its 
original purity, and with the utmoft flcill ; after- 
wards indeed they were guilty of many revokes 
and overfights, as were Sieir immediate defcend- 
5 >^^s. 
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ants, though they confiimed an im'menfe quan^ 
tity of packs of cards Methufelah fpent more 
time at the game than any man ; . but with what 
fuccefs is not abfolutely certain. ■ Tradition, 
"with tolerable exadnefs, handed down the rules 
cf play from father to fon, to the death of So-^ 
lomon, who in his younger years was a great 
lover of this game : it afterwards became various 
and uncertain, by the novelties and innovations 
that were every where introduced into it. In 
France one method of play has obtained 5 in 
England another; in Japan it is played very 
different from what it is in Peru. 

From the corruption of this Royal Gamk 
of Happiness are derived all our modern 
games : and fo fond are we of thefe inventions, 
that the true old game is almoft imperceptibly 
forgotten, Happy is it therefore for the world 
and me, that neither the fplendid honours of the 
bar^ the reverend dignities of the churchp, the 
profound irefearches of phyfic, ndr the aerial 
caftle of politics, have diverted my attention 
from the more honourable and ufeful inveftiga- 
tion of the long-loft rules of this Royal Gam^ 
of Happiness. 

When I confidered that every fcience has its 
myftery, that chymiftry has its • philofopher's 
ftone^ geometry its quadrature of the. circle, af^ 
tronomy its longitude, mechanics its perpetual 
motion, and natural philofophy its gravitation, 
it foon occurred to me that focial life muft like* 
wife have its occult myftery, which, like a key- 
ftonc in architefture, fuftains and fupports the 
whole edifice. When I confidered the various, 
and general principles .of animated life^ I plain- 
E 4 ' - ly 
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I7 pefcehred that Play wsb the gre»t pervading 
power, from the leviadian that fporteth w the 
waters, to the microicopic ink{k that wantons 
invifibly in the air. When I confidercd that 
the mighty fabric of the great imiverft might 
only be a CB.£AT gajmb, played at by fiipcrior 
rxiftences, I was led to tbuik that iit was agree- 
able to the moft reverential ideas ^of natuit, to 
fuppoie that life was nothing, el{b than Play. 
And when I liicewife confider' that the paflion for 
gaming was, umverfally predomima^ in man- 
kind, that it v^as the natural remedy for al] ~ 
cares, and the only amufement of the irkfoobe 
hours, I readiiy difcovcred that life Miras indeed 
noUiing mare than a certain term allotted to pUy 
atthe Royajl'Game. of Happiness* ^ 

As the great ftcret of this game dcpeiub 
principally upon the playing well the court 
earuft, ss fbonss I ihall have procured a patent 
tor tlie fblc and exclufive privily of teaching 
(which I make no doubt of obtaining, by the 
favour of fime gfeat men, my particular friends, 
who have more th«i onccf puUed off their hats 
tome; and one in particular, who was fo gra* 
cioufly condefcending as to afk me one day what 
o'clock it was) I ihall then take care to appoint 
under-teachers in every parifli, to inftrudi the 
good people in the country in the bed and 
pr<q>ereft manner of playing the fevenlh cards, 
which when they are thorough maftcrs of, they 
will fooa become. perfeA in playing the other 
cards. . 

Having in my former letter touched upon 
the general pioperticB of the game, in cooipli- 
«oc with my pronwfe^ I bereTubjoia the mo^ 

necef- 
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neceiTary rules and dire£lk>ns for attaining a 
thorough knowledge of this Royal Game. 

RULES mi DIRECTIONS 

for playing at the 

ROYAL GAME ^/-HAPPINESS. 

When you begin a new gamc^ recall to your 
memory the manner in which you play*d the 
foregoing one, that you may avoid a repetition 
of the famemiftakes. 

When you have well confidered the card you 
are about to play, play it with fteadinefs and 
compofure ; and be Aire not to betray any fuf- 
picion of your own ignorance. 

When you Ibuffle or cut, do it above-board, 
to prevent any fufpicion of deceit. 

If you have won a large {hare of the ftakc, 
by playing a particular card well, be cautious of 
venturing it all on any fingle card in the &me 
deal, unlefs you play a forced game. 

Whether you play a fmall, or a great 
game, exert your beA ftill ; and take care not 
to difcover the badnefs of your hand by pcevifli- . 
nefs or fretting. 

Orserve the play of others, and draw con- 
fequences from it for the improvement of your^ 
ovm game. 

If you play at court, remember to hold up 

four hand, and attend to the finefTes of the place* 
f you play your cards well there, you may con- 
clude yourfelf a tolerable matter of the game. 

When you are in the country, play frequcat- 

ly with your neighbours and tenants ; they ge^ 

nerally play better than finer folks^ and will 

£ 5 greatly 
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greatly improve yoa in the plain rules of the 
game* 

Avoid the general error of this game, of 
fai\fyiflg that .every bddy plays better at it than 
yourfelf. 

If you agree with a lady, to go halves with 
her, th^ agreement once made, you are not at 
liberty afterwards to find fault with her game. 
^ Whoever drops a card,, lofes it; and one 
card. loft, "is of very bad confequence in the game- 
* When a card is once played^ it can never be 
recalled. . . 

"Seldom play from your own hand ; you win 
moft by playing into the hands of other people. 

Teach your children to play the gameearly,^ 
and be fure tb put money in their card-purfes : 
for if they wait for it till your death, it may be: 
too late to learn the game. 

Good hun^our is a more neceflary requifite 
at this game than good fenfe ; but where both, 
are Joined, fuccefs js almofl certain. 

The gceateft proficients in all other games, 
are the moft ignorant at this : the beft players. 
are thofe that praiSife moft in their own fami- 
lies. 

Kings and princes are generally ftrangers 
to the game^ and their miniuers want time to> 
learn it. 

. Great dignitaries in the church, and moft 
beoeficed clergymen, are too indolent to play at 
it in public.; and their curates are forced to be 
lootcrs-bn, for "want of a fufficient allowance ta 
p^y for their cards. 

roETs and authors. have fometimes ftruck a 
toll} ftroke in the game 3 but of all men living^ 
■. they 
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they are the moft liable, to miflakes; and it is 
generally obfervable . that the whole table is 
againftthem. 

Most new-married coiiples are f^ccefifur at 
firft. fetting out ; but Before the whole pack is 
playec},. they comxnonly lofe. all! attention to the 
game. 

It is remarkable that yoimg people play betr- 
ter than old ^ for avarice is the* bane of the 
game. 

I SHOULD be tempted^ Mn Fitz-Adam, to 
continue thefe my rules and obfervations, if I 
did not find myfelf running into length; and 
as it is my intention to publifli very fliortly a 
volume upon the fubjeft, I fliall trouble yoii 
no more at this time, than to afllire you that 1 
am. Sir, 

Your mojl faithful ' " _ \ 

humble fervdnt, 

- . I. T* 
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IT was. the advice of an old friend of mihe 
upon his death-bed to his fori, who had 
been guilty of fome enormous oflFences' which he 
wifhed to keep concealed, that he fhould take 
care how he offered himlelf as a candidiate for a 
feat in parliament -^ for that an oppofition would 
be like doom's-day to him, when all his fin's 
would be remembered and brought to lightl 
This is generally the cale at efcfHpns \ the moli: 
E 6 fecrct 



lo9 T H E W O R L X>. N» 573. 

fecnsta^oAS of the candidates themfSsIves are 
not only iwtaled, bot the a&es of thehr an- 
ceftpis are ranfacked in the grave, to ^fiipply 
matter fbr fbjuidad and defamation. 

CoMMOK a3 tifis obfervation may be, it will 
enable us to accoantibr all the maKce anilf un« 
charitablene(s which we meet with in the world. 
We are all candidates for wealth, honour, or 
fiune, and cannot bear that another fliould fuc* 
cced in what ourfelves have failed. 

BoT why itie fpirit of defamation fiiouM be 
fo frequently exerted againft the dead, is 'vl mat- 
ter fomewhat puzzling. Death, by putting an 
end to rivaUhip, ihouid, one would diink, put 
an end to all the animofities which arofe from 
«that rivalfliip ; and the grave that buries the man ' 
fhould bury alio his failings. But according to 
Shakefpear, 

' Th§ 'S.vi'L that men doy lives afier them \ 
The GOOD is off interred with their bones. 

It is indeed very hard that death, which pays afl 
_Ddier debts, mould be able to make no com- 
pofition with envy : yet fo it is ; acid, excepting 
a)ate memorable inftance, where the virtues of 
a great and good man were too j;tarLng in his 
lite to be forgotten at his death, I have fcarcely 
known it to be otherwife. The ladies indeed^ 
whom I am always ambitious of honouring, 
have too much gentlenels and good-humour to 
dejB^me the deao, efpecially their dead hwibands.. 
'After burying the very worft in the world, it is 
ufual with them on a iecond marriage with the 
5 beft. 
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befty to' put. them dsdljr in mind of the comply- 
ing diipofitions and other virtues of their p99r 
dear firji huJbanJL 

Happy is it that die vN^rka of men of wit^ 
leaminjg, and ^genius, have juftice done them af- 
ter their deaths ; though 1 4un apt to bdieve the 
merit we afcribe to th^n then has its founda* 
tion in ill-nature ; as by admiring the produc- 
tions of the dead, we are enabled, by the com- 
parifon, to condemn thofe of the living. We 
read the works of t^ fermer with a &fire to 
find out beauties, and of die latter to difcover 
faults. Our acquaintance with an author it 
another circumftance dgainfl him. We are too 
apt to conneA the foibles of his life with what. 
'he writes ; and if he has unfortunately wanted 
talents to fhine in converfation, we are generally 
blind to the wit of his writings. The reafon- 
ing of an atheift in proof of a firft caufe, or of 
a Hbertine for morality, is fure to be laughed at 
by thofe who know them; and it is only when 
a man's writings can be feparated from nis life,, 
that they will be read with candour and impar- 
tiality. It may be obferved farther, that in a 
country like ours, where party is apt to influence 
every thing, a man that profefles himfelf openly 
on one fide of the queftion, wUl never be al- 
lowed the leaft degree of merit by thofe on the 
other. Of this the immortal Milton is a wit- 
nefs, whofe attachments to Cromwell had thrown 
fuch a cloud tiver his abilities at the reftora- 
tion, that the copy of the noblefl poem in the 
world was not only fold for a mere trifle, but 
many years elapfed before it 'was difcovercd to 
be a work worth reading. Even Addifon, whofe 

Spectators 
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Spe£bitors and other eflkys are defervedly the 
admiration of all who read them, and by ccmi- 
parifon with which it is a kind of fafhion to 
96ndemn all other writings; of the fame kind, 
gives us to underftand injhisSpedgitor, number 
542, and elfewhere in that work, : 'that h^ met 
with as many cavillers as any- of his fuccefTors. • 
. I, HAVE been led by thefe refle<3:ions ferioufly 
to confider what method an author ought ta 
tab?, to fecure to his writijigs the approbation 
of the public while he is ftill alive. . It was the 
laying of do£^or Radcliff. ^o.z young phyfician, 
who afked him what he fhould^do to get prac- 
tice, " Turn atheift, and make yourfelf talked 
** of." But though many a young phyfician 
may have availed himfelf of this advice, there 
are other pra(9ices that may fucceed better with 
an author. Perfonal flanaer, has always been 
efteemed.a very excellent, method, and fo indeed 
has wantonnefs; but where both are happily 
blended in the fame work, a$. one fometimes 
fees them in very modern performances, they 
feldom fail of drawing the attention of the 
public. I have known nailinefs attended with 
very happy efFeSs, inafmuch as it frequently 
fupplies the want of wit, an4 i^ fure of exciting 
the laugh in the genteeleft companies. That 
the ladies are not difpleafed at it, is eafy to be 
accounted for ; nailinefs is a ftranger to them, 
and therefore entitled to their refpecl. 

But if an author unfortunately wants talents 
for this kind of writing, there is nothing left 
for him. that I know of, but. to die as faft as he 
can, that his WQiks may furvive him. But the 
disadvantage even in this cafe is,, ithat common 

and. 
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and natural deaths are but very little talked of;, 
fo that a man may give up the ghoft to no man- 
ner of purpofe : it is therefore mbft earncflly to 
be recommended to all authors who are ambi- 
tious of fudden and lafling fame, that they fet 
about, fome device to get themfelves hanged. 
The feffions paper is more univerfally read than 
any other of the papers, and the deaths it re- 
cords are more authentic and interefting. A 
good dying fpeech. would be an excellent preface 
to an author's works, and make every body 
purchafers. An advertifepaent like the follow- 
ing could never fail of excitipg curiofity. 

'' This day are publifhed the poetical, moral, 
*' and entertaining works of Thomas Crambo, 
*^ Efq; now under fentence of death in New- 
*' gate, for a rape and murder." 

Under thefe circumftances, indeed, an .au- 
thor may tafle of famine, before deiath, and take 
his leap from the cart, with this comfortajble af- 
furance^ that he has embraced the only oppor- 
tunity in his power of making a provifion for 
his family. 

If it {hould be aiked why the having com- 
mitted a rape or a murder (hould raife the cii- 
riofity of the public to perufe the author's works, 
the anfwer is, that people who do fpirited things, 
are fuppofed to write in a fpirited manner. It 
is for this reafon that we are (b fond of the 
hiftories of warriors and great men, who,, though 
tliey have happened to efc'ape the gallows, have 
done fomething every day to (hew that they de- 
ierved it. 

It is indeed as much to be wondered at as 
lamented, that v/liile every author knows how 

eiTenxlat 
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eflential it is both to his hmt and the fupport of 
his- fiamily to get fiimfdf hanged, that we do not 
fee die wor& executed at TnuitN, al- 
ways fuhgoined to his name in the title-page of 
his works. I hope it is not that atrdior; have 
lefs regard for their families than other men, that 
this is not tifually the cafe : for as to the love 
of life, we cannot fuppofe them to be pofkScd 
of it in an eoual degree with other people ; nor 
can thejr pomHy be ignorant that the world 
will have a particnlar £iti$fa£tion in hearing 
that they have made fo defirable an end. - 

As for myfelf, I am an old man, and have 
not fpirit enough to enga^ in any of thofe en- 
terprizes that would entitle my works to imi- 
verfa^ efteem. It was expcded, indeed, dtat 
when I declared in my iirft paper againft med- 
dling wiA religion, I wpuld avow myfelf an 
atheift in the fecond ; but this is a difcovery 
diat I have not hitherto thought proper to make : 
. nor have I, by any ftrokes of perfonal abufe^ 
kwdnefs, or naftinefs, endeavoiuped to introduce 
my papers into every family. And to confefs 
the truth, I have at prefent no defigns of com- 
mitting any capital offence, being, as I faid be- 
fore, too old to ravifli, and having too tender a 
di(polition to commit a murder. I (hall there- 
fore content myfelf with going on in the old 
way, and leave my writings to fliift for them- 
felves, without deputing the Ordinary of New- 
gate to publifh an account of the birth, parentage, 
and education, the trial, confeffion, condemna- 
tion, and execution of the author, together with 
a catalogue of the works he has left behind him, 

NUMB» 
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Numb. 174. ThursIday, Jprilzq^ ^JS^* 

THE following letter has fo genuine and 
natural an air that I cannot doubt of it^ 
coining from a correfpondent, who has experi* 
enced every circumftancfe he has defcribed : I 
fhali therefore lay it before my readers without 
the alteration of a fingle word. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, . 

AMtai*Q the variety of fubje^ with which 
you have eotertained ftmi iAflr»^4 the public^ 
1 do Dot remember that yoa have any where 
touched upon the foUj and madaefs of Ambition 1 
which for the ben^t of thofe yAo are diflatisfied 
with their prefcnt ftttmtionsy I beg leave to Ulu& 
trate by givioff the hiftory of mv own life. 

I AM the too of a younger mrother of a good 
family, who at his deceafe left me a little for-' 
tuned a hundred pounds a year. I was put 
early to Eton fchooU where i learnt Latin and 
Greeks from whence I went to the univerfity, 

where I learnt not totally to forget them. I 

came to my fortune while I was at college ; and 
having no inclination to follow any profeffion, 
1 removed n^fclf to town, and lived for fome 
time as moft young gentlemen do, by fpend- 
ing four times my income. But it was my hap- 
pine{s, before it was too late, to fall m love^ 
and to marry a very amiable young creature, 
Wbofe fortune was juft fufBcient to repair the 

breach 
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breach made in my own. With this agreeable 
companion I retreated to the cbuntVy, airtd en- 
deavoured as well as I was able to fquare my 
wiflies to my circumftances. In this endeavour, 
I fucceeded fo well, that except a few private 
hankerings after a little more than I poflefled, 
and now-and-then a figh when a coach-and-fix 
happened to drive by me in my walks, I was a 
very happy man. 

I CAN truly affurc you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that 
though our family ceconomy was not much to be 
boafted of, and in confequence of it, we were 
frequently driven to great ftreights and difficul- 
ties, I experienced more real fatisfaftion in this 
humble fituation, than I have ever done fince in 
more enviable circumftanced. We were feme- 
times indeed a little in debt, but when money 
came in, the pleafure of discharging what we 
owed was more than an equivalent for the pain 
it put us to : and though the narrownefs of our 
circumftances fubje£):ed us to itiany cares and 
anxieties, it ferved to keep the body in a£^ion as 
well as the mind : for as our garden was fosie- 
what large, and required more hands to keep 
it in order than we could aiFord to hire, we la- 
boured daily in it ourfelves, and drew health from 
our neceflities. 

I HAD a little boy who was the delight of 
my heart, and who probably might have been 
fpoilt by nurfmg, if the attention Of his parents 
had not been otherwife employed. His mother 
was naturally of a fickly conftitution, but the 
affairs of her family, as they engroffed all her 
thoughts, gave her no time for complaint. The 
ordinary troubles of life, whiclr to xhofe .who 

have 
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have nothing clfe to think of are almoft infiip- 
por table, were lefs terrible to us than to per- 
fons in eafier circumftances ; for it is a certain 
truth, however your readers mav pleafe to re- 
ceive it, that where the mind is aivided between 
many cares, the anxiety is lighter than where 
there is only one to contend with. Or even in 
the happieft fituation, in the midft of eafe, health, 
and affluence, the mind is generally ingenious at 
tormenting itfelf, lofmg the immediate enjoy- 
ment of thofe invaluable bleffings, by the pain- 
ful fuggeftion that they are too great for* continu- 
ance. 

These are the reflexions that I have made 
fincc : for I do not attempt to deny that I fighed 
frequently for an addition to my fortune. The 
death of a diftant relation, which happened five' 
years after ourmarriage, gave me this addition^ 
and made me for a time the happieft man living. 
My income was now increafed to fix hundred a 

J ear ; and I hoped, with a little ceconomy, to 
e able to make a figure with it. But the ill 
health of my wife, which in lefs eafy circum- 
ftances had not touched me fo nearly, was now 
conftantly in my thoughts, and foured all my en- 
joyments. The confcioufnefs too of having fuch 
an eftate to leave my bov, made me fo anxious 
to preferve him, that inftead of fuffering him to 
run at pleafurc where he pleafed, and to grow 
hardy by cxercife, I almoft deftroyed him by 
confinement. We now did nothing in our garden, 
bccaufe we were in circumftances to have it kept 
by others : but as air and exercife were neceflary 
for our healths, we refolved to abridge ourfelves 
in fome unneccffary articles, and to fet up arv 

equipage. 
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equipage. This in tinie brought with it a train 
of expences, which we had neither prudence to 
forefec, nor courage ta prevent. For as it enabled 
us to extend the circuit of our vifits, it greatly 
increafed our acquaintance, and fubjeifled us to 
the neceffity of making continual entertainment^ 
at home, in return for all thofe which we were 
Invited to abroad. The charges that attended 
this new manner of living ^were much too grea^ 
for the income we pofleiSd ; infomuch that we 
found ourfetves in a very fhort time more necef-r 
fitous th^ ever. Pride would not fuffer us to lay 
down our equipage ; and to live in a manner urt'i- 
'iuii^able to it, waa whs^t we could not bear to 
thixk of. To pay ^ debta I had cpajb^a^ed { 
wta foQn forced tor mortgage^ attd at laft to ieU^ 
the heft part of my eftate ; and as it wasr utterly 
ij09i|>oi&ble to keep up the parade any longer, W9 
thoMght k advifeable tp remove of a fudden, to. 
fell our coach in town, and to look out for a new 
fituation, at a great diftance from our acquaui«* 
tance. 

But unfortunately for my peace, I carried the 
habit of expence along with me, and wae verf 
near being reduced to abfolute want, when by 
the unexpciSted death of an uncle and his two 
fons, who died within a few weeks of each other, 
I fucceeded to an eftate of feven tboufand pounds 
a year. 

And now, Mr. Fits-Adam, both you and 
your readers will undoubtedly call me a very 
nappy man: and fo indeed I was. I fet about 
the regulation of my family with the moft pleaf- 
ing fatisfaftion. The fplendor of my equipages, 
iJie magnificence of my plate, the crowd of fer-. 

vants 
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vants that attended me, the efcgance of my 
houfe and furniture, the grandeur of mv park and 
gardens, the luxury of my table, and the court 
that was every where paid me, gave me inex- 
preffible deligrrt, fo long ^ riiey were novelties ; 
but no fooner were they become habitual to me, 
than I loft all manner of relifli for them 5 and I 
difcovered in a. very little time, that by having 
nothing to wife for, I had nothing to enjoy. 
My appetite gtrw palled by fatiety, a perpetual 
Crowd t)f vifitors robbed me of all domeftic en-* 
joyment, my fervants plagued me, and my ftew* 
ard cheated me. 

But the curfe of greatnefs did not end here. 
Daily experience convinced me that I was com- 
pelled to live more for others than myfelf. My 
uncle had been, a great party man, and a zealous 
oppofer of all minifterial mcafures; aiid as his 
eftate W^ the largcft of any gentleman's in the 
t:ountry, he fupported an interOTin it beyond any 
of his competitors. . My father had been greatly 
obliged by the court party, which determined me 
in gratitude to declare myfelf on that fide : but 
the difficulties I had to encounter were too many 
and too great for me ; infomuch that I have been 
baffled and defeated in almdft every thing I have 
undertaken. To defert the caufe I have embarked 
in would difgrace me, and to go greater lengths 
in it would undofne, I am engaged in a perpetual 
ftate of warfare with the principal gentry of the 
county, and am curfed by my tenants and de- 
pendents for compelling them at every eleftion to 
vote (as they are pleafed to tell me) contrary to 
their confcience. 

My 
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My wife and I had once pleafed ourfelves with 
the thought of being Ufeful to the neighbourhood, 
by dealing out our charity to the poor and in- 
duftrious ; but the perpetual hurry in which we 
live, renders us incapable of looking out for ob- 
je<3s ourfelves ; and the agents we entruft are 
either pocketing our bounty, or beftowing it on 
the undeferving. At night, when we retire to 
reft, we are venting our complaints on the mi- 
feries of the day, and praying heartily for the re- 
turn of that peace which was only the compa- 
;iion of our humbleft fituation. 

This, fir, is my hiftory, and if you give it a 
place in your paper, it may ferve to inculcate 
this important truth, that where pain, ficknefs, 
and abfolute want are out of the queftion, no ex- 
ternal change of circumftances can make a rtian 
more laftingly happy than he was before. It is to 
an ignorance of this truth, that the univerfal dif- 
fatisfacfllon of mankind is principally to be afcrib- 
ed. Care is the lot of life 5 and he that afpires to 
grcatncfs in hopes to get rid of it, is like one who 
throws himfelf into a furnace to avoid the fliiver- 
ingof an ague. 

The only fatisfa£lion I can enjoy in my pre- 
fent fituation is, that it has not pleafed Heaven 
in its wrath to make me a king. 

I am, S.J R, 

Your conjlant reader^ 
* and moji humble feruant^ 

A. B. 
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Numb. 175. Thursday, May 6, 1756. 
To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

XOU muft have frequently obferved upon 
the face of that ufcful piece of maohinery, 
ck, the minute and hour hands, in their re- 
volution through the twelve divifions of the day, 
to be not only flaifting continually from one figure 
to another, out to fland at times in a quite oppo- 
fite direcS^ion to their former bearings, and to each 
other. Now I conceive this to be pretty much 
the cafe with that complicated piece of mecha- 
nism, a modern female, or young woman of 
fafhion : for as fuch I was accuflomed to confider 
that part of the fpecies, as having no power to 
determine their own. motion^ and appearances, 
but as a^led upon by the mode, and Jet to any 
point, which the party who took the lead, or (to 
.ipeak more properly) its regulator, pleafed* 
But it has fo happened in the ci re um rotation of 
modes and fafhions, that the prefent fet are not 
only moving on continually from one pretty fancy 
ana conceit to another, but have departed quite 
afide from their former principles \ dividing from 
each otlier in a circumftance wherein they were 
always accjuflomed to unite, and uniting where 
there was «ver wont to be a diflin^ion or dif- 
.iefence. .. 
■■. ' .. .i . ^.l.. 1:. - • .. 

I DO 
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I 00 not know whether I make myfelf fuffici- 
ently underftood; but you will eafuy compre- 
hend mv drift, when I tell you that tne prevail- 
ing tnode in reiped of drefs, is at prefent to have 
no mode at all. There Is now no fuch thing as 
an uniform among the ladies, np dutiful confor- 
mity to the pattern or ftandard as heretofore: 
but the mode is laid oputy and there appears the 
fame (pirit againft a conclujive fajhion^ ad againft 
an exclujhe trade. The pride now is to get as 
far aw9y as poffible, not only from the vulgar, 
but frdm one another, and that too as well ih 
the firft principles of drefs, as in its fubordinate 
decorations: fo that its fluftuating hutwour is 
perpetually flicwirtg itfelf rn Tome new and parti- 
cular fort of cap, flounce, knot, or tippet ; and 
every woman that you meet, affefts indepen- 
dency, and to fct up for herfelf. 

Now, as I profefs myfelf to be a ftickler for 
liberty, and againft all invidious limitations, as 
well as a lover of variety, and an encourager of 
invention, I am therefore not difpleafed with 
thefe fair independents for this notable attempt of 
theirs to vindicate the honour and freedom of 
their own fancies and judgments upon this occa- 
fron. But as they have wandered away from 
each other in the levcral articles of drefs, fo have 
they united altogether as happily in a point which 
cannot fail of recommending itlelf to fuch as have 
a critical ear, and are apt to be oi{ended with any 
difagrcement of founds, namely, in Voice and 
ELOCUTION, in which they maintain a furpriz- 
ing uniformity. A friend of mrne, whofeear (a!^ 
you will perceive from what I am going to ttjate 
of him) is not turned for our modern oratory^;- 

was 
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was introducing the other day feme uncourtljr 
obfervations upon this head, which I (ball taiw 
the freedom to fet down at full length* 

'* The beauty and power of fpeech, fays he, 
*' wa? wont to be the refult of clearnefs and 
^^ perfpicuity, of a diftin£t and harmonious elo^ 
** cution, of a juft and proper cadence, together 
^^ with a natural and eafy diverfity of manner 
** and phrafe, growing out of the fubjeft, and 
** congenial with it. Converfation is never fo 
** pleafing, as when it is compofed of a well*. 
** ordered variety of perfons and charaiSlers, 
** tempering and recommending each other; 
** where the forw'ard and importunate are quali- 
** fied and reftrained by the diffident and the 
** modeft ; the. bold and peremptpry by the 
*' more fupple and complaifant ; where the fpi- 
** rited with the meek, the lively with the fedatc^ 
** make a happy mixture, and all together go 
** into the compofition of an agreeable focietyt 
** Whereas the converfation of the female world 
** (continues my friend) is at prefent all out of 
*' the fame piece : all diftin6t.ions are taken 
*' away, and_the feveral ranks and orders among 
^* them laid into one. There is one line of 
*' fentiment, air, manner, tone, and phrafe run- 
*• ning through the whole and no difcerningfor 
** a few feconds a yoiing woman with fix or 
** eight hundred pounds to her fortune from a 
** duchefs, efpecially if (he happens to have been 
** allowed to keep company with her betters. 
" I know feveral of thefc humble companions^ 
** who with no lefs impropriety than impotence, 
<< are ever, ftraining themlelves and th^ir throatt 
m Vox. IV. F "in 
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'•* m <3«hpany, to get upon a level with their 
*** ^Hi^tjr^rietids i and at all other times jou 
•• ihall lee diem iStdAh^ to fpeak (as the Latins 
'** yftfAX exprefs it) are rotunda^ full and fonorous^ 
*•• round and peremptory, with a very dccifivc 
■^ emphafis, as if there could lie no appeal from 
**• their fentence j taking a larger fcope for ut- 
I** terance, by opening their mouths to a dif^ro* 
^* pertionate width ; infomuch that I have 
^^ looked upon myfelf, while in their company, 
•** as fitting in the midft of half a fcore hautboys, 
J** a fort of mufic, that, when attempted by nn- 
^* flctlful hands, has fomething in it mightily 
"** overbearing, though they tell me, when exer- 
*^ cifed by fuch as are qualified for it, and mixed 
** with other inftruments, it will anfwer very 
** well. Such is the pomp of utterance of our 
•* prefent women of fafhion j which, though it 
•• may tend to fpoil many a pretty mouth, can 
^* never recommend an mdifterent one. And 
•* hence it is that there is fo great a fcarcity of 
*• originals, and that the ear is fuch a daily fuf- 
•• ferer from an identity of phrafe, whether it be 
** vq/ilyj horridly^ abomhtabfyy immenfefy^ or^x- 
•* c^vefyy which, with three or four more cal- 
** culatcKl for the fame Swifs-like fervice, make 
*• up the whole fcale or gamut of modern female 
** converfation. 

•* Theke are many caufes affigned (continues 
^ he) why fo many of the males live«ngle, and 
'^ it has been principally afcribed to the cheap 
•' and eafy opportunities of gratification which 
^' fell in their way. Now this may in a great 
*^ meafure be true 3 but our fine Htdieis 

tfc 
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^^ diat wbile they are daily making femt new 
*^ revelation of their perfons, and are /• ftudioui 
*^ to fyrniCh out^ variety pf entertainment to tht 
*^ eye, they have negledled to make a fuitaUt 
^^ provifion for the ear ; and that, fhouU lorb 
^^ chance to ftraggle in at the former, he may 
*^ yet find hii^ way out at the latter. And I 
*^ have frequently remarked, that when a female 
^« of this turn, with her fails and ftreamer$4>ur, 
'' has begun to t^an dcwn^ in hopes of a priz^^f 
*< the obje£l of the chace has frequently (heered 
*^ off, and left her to complain of her Ill-Aiccefs 
*< to thofe much fitter companions, the windft 
** and waves. 

^* Now the members of this dab are tbo moft 

^^ confiderable in point of numbers : but When 

«^ upon my retiring frpm foqoe pf thefe, and be- 

*< taking myfelf ^o a dift^nt and more peaceabte 

^< quarter of the rooo^, I have fallen in with 

^^ others, whofe converfat^ion has been of a more 

** moderate caft, and more und^ the wind, yet 

^^ I have ftill obferved the fame monotony to 

^^ prevail, the fame conformity of manner and 

«^ phraiie, and that th^ir pipes wer? all tuned to 

*( the iame qjuality not?. For, as iaChe fomrar 

^* inftance, the generality of diofe in high life 

^^ are ever raifmg their voic^ to ^ propoption* 

<^ able elevation above the ordinary lev^, and 

*^ diftinguiihi^ig themfelves by a round at>d fcl* 

^ norous elocution ; fo there ^re others of the 

^* fame clafs, who jT^ing nature has not iurnifhed 

'^ them with an adequate ftrength of lungs, 

<* or with organs iramed for a more bold and vo* 

^ lubla iitterance, jhave th<M:tfor« a good deid o( 

^ *. Fa , " wbai 
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^.^ what'TuUy calls the concifum ac minutum^ a 
t^ laconic^ mincing kind-ot fpeech, extremely 
4* quick and peremptory, equally emphattcal 
t^ and decifive, and generally enforced with a^ 
f ) ^ort dictatorial bridle and nod of the head, ^ 
*' an inconteftible ratification of what they are 
*< pieafed to afErm or deny. And thefe, as well 
^^.as tbofe above-mentioned^ have multitudes df 
•* inferior admirers and copyifts in their train, 
f < preffing dofe behind, and treading upon their 
^ heels. 

^' It is true, I am an enemy, for the mbft 
*^ part, to that reij^ning practice of making the 
•* perfon, who laff left the company, a fubjed 
** for general canvas by thofe that remain : yet 
♦' whenever any of thefe non-originals (whom 
•* we cannot fo properly pronounce to be full rf 
♦• them/ehesy as full if othsr' pecpU) fliafl have 
*^ taken her leav;:, and got the door upon her 
*^ back, the company, m my opinion, ihould 
•* have free fcops and licence to go into an im- 
'<* mediate inquiry, who ihe is, what fortune fhe 
^ has, what -her. education has been, whether 
U handfome, tolerable, or, &c. and fo pn through 
** the ufual courfe of .particulars. In ihort" — 

My friend was joing on in the fame ftrain, 
when I interpofed, and bsgan to expoftulate with 
him upon fome of the above particulars. ** Nay, 
>^ nay, fays he, do not thiiik me partial neither ; 
^^ I may perhaps give them their revenge upon 
>• cur lex at fome future opportunity y** and fo 
left me. 

Upon the whole, I very much fufped (as I 

iaid before) that my friend's ear is none of. tfaa 

•7 beft|. 
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beft ; but at the fame time I muft do bim ' -the. 
jufticeto obferve, that I myfeif am at times fcMne- 
whatdeaf, and that he. is generally. allowed to be 
a very fenfible well-judging man. 
I am, 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, i^c. 

. My honeft correfpondcnt appears to be in fome 
pain, left the freedom and funplicity of his friend's 
argument may riot happen, to fquare with that 
delicacy and complaifance, which have been 
hitherto maintained by the World towards the 
beautiful part of our fpecies : but however that 
be, I muft confefs that i have fallen of late myfeif 
into fomewhat of the famie train of thinking. 

It is certain, there is a diftinftion andfuboi--* 
dination of y/y/^, as well as oirank^ and a grada- 
tion to be preferved in point of phrafealogy^ as 
well as of prtcedency. Any encroachment m the 
one cafe being altogether as unfecnily as in the 
other. An a&£^ation of talking above our level, 
is asbad-as dnffing tiooyz iC; and that, which ia 
current within the precinft of St. James's, wiU 
hardly pafs any where elfe. Here the originals 
are to be found ; all the reft are counterfeits, and 
are eafily difcovered. Nay, though people of qua- 
lity have the unqueftionable privilege of break- 
ing the peace, and violating' the laws of grace^ 
and harmony, there ought neverthelefs to oe a 
due proportion obferved even among thefe. Thus 
^ duchefs may be twice as loud and overbearing- 
as a countefs; a countefs as a fimple baronefsv 
and fo downward : but fuch . a pompoufnefs of 
elocution, phrafe, and oiannec (as my corre- 
^odent's acquaintance feeais^to point at) fuch 
F 3 ' great 
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fr0gf Jwelling w^isj muttj one would €bmk, fet 
M HI upon one oi a moderate face, rank, or for-f 
tunc, as a great fwelling hoop is found to do up- 
on another not five foot high. 

JNoMB. 176. THURSDAY) May 13, I756* 

GOINQ to vifit an old friend at his couiv- 
try feat laft week, I found him at back- 
gammon with the vicar of the parilh. My friend 
lecetved me with thp heartieft welcome, and in« 
troduced the doAor to my acquaintance. This 
gentleman, who feemed to be about fijfty, and of 
a florid and healthy conftitotion, furveyed me all 
aver with great attention, and after a flight nod 
of the head, fat himfelf down without opening 
his mouth, I was a little hurt at the fupercilious 
behaviour of this divine, ^hich my friend ob- 
lerving, told me very pka&ntlv, that I was Fa« 
tfaer too old ta be intkkd ts tss ddclor's vetn** 
pfetifance ; for that he iM^nn beflowed it but 
upon the young and vigorous : but, fays he^ yoiC 
will know him better foon, and mav piiobAbty 
think it worth your while to b»i nJm in Si« 
World $ for you will find him altogether as odd 
a charafier as he is a wordiv one. The do£tor 
made no xe^v to this raillery, but continued 
fome time witn his eyes fixed upon me, and at 
laft, fliaking his head, and turning to my friendy 
afked if he would play out the other hit i My 
jrien4 excufed himfelf frotn engaging any more 
thattrtening, and orderod a bottle of wine, with 
pipci au)d i^accoa, tei b^ fet on the tat^K Tht^ 
. - viqw 
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vicar filled his pipe, and drank very cordially t9» 
my friend, ftill eyeing me with a feeming diflike^- 
and neith^ drinking my health, nor fpealdng.a 
finglc word to me. As I have long accuftomed, 
myfelf to drink nothing but water, I called for 
a bottle of it, and drank glafs for glafs with them ;• 
which upon the doftor's obferving, he fliook his. 
head at my friend, and in a whifper^ loud enough* 
for me to hear, faid, '' Poor man, it is all overa 
** with him, I fee," My friend fmiled, and an^i 
fweried in the fame audible whifper, ''No, noy 
** dofter, Mr. Fitz-Adam intends to live as long' 
*' as eitfier of us." He then addreffed himfelf ta 
me on the occurrences of the tpwn^ and drew 
me into a very chearfui converfation, which, 
lafted till I withdrew to reft ; at which time the 
doftor rofe from his chair, drank a bumper to ray 
health, and giving me a hearty fliake by the hand j." 
told me I was a very jolly old gentleman, and that 
be wiihed to be bettey acquainted wiUi me during 
my ftay in the country. 

I ROSE early in the mornings and found the 
do^or ia the breakfaft-room. He faluted mQ 
with great civility, and told me he had left hi^ 
bed ^ home K>oner than ufual, to have the 
pleafure of taking a walk with me. '* Youf 
*' friend^ iays be, is but lately recovered from an 
^' attack of the gout, and will hardly be ftirrina 
^' till we have gpne oyer bis improvements/' 1 
accepted of the propofal^ and we wajiked throu^ 
a very degagit garden into the moft beautiful • 
iklds that can. be imagined ; whi^h as I flopped 
to admire,^ the doftor began thus. *^ Thefe aie 
*' indeed,. Mr. jFitz-Adam very delightful 
«^ gfouocb^ and! wQ^ with aU my h^art ^hac 
F 4, *♦ the 
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•• the owner of them was lefs troubled with the 
•• gout, that I might hold him in more refpe6l?** 
— -** Refpeft ! doflor," faid I, interrupting 
him, ** does a painful diftemper, acquired by no 
^* aft of intemperance, leffen your refpecl ?**^ 
•• It does, indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and I wifh^ 
•* in this inftance, I could help it ; for I am un- 
•* dcr many obligations to your friend. There 
•• is another very worthy gentleman in the 
*• neighbourhood, who prefented me to this vi- 
** carage 5 but he has the misfortune to labour 
** under an inveterate fcurvy, which by fubjeft- 
*^ inghim to continual heacf-achs, muftof courfe 
^' (horteh his days i and fo I never go near 
« him/' 

1 WAS going to interrupt the doftor again^ 
when a coach-and-fix drove by us along the 
road, and in it a gentleman, who let down the 
glafs, and mads the doftor a very refpeftful bow ; 
which inftead of returning, he paiTed by him with 
a (lately air^ and took no notice of him. This 
inftance of his behaviour, together with the con^ 
Verfation that had pafied between us, raifed my 
cutiofity to a very high degree, and fet me upon 
afking him who the gentleman Was. '' Sir, fays 
*^ he, that-unfortunate objeft is a man of eight 
•* thoufand a year eftate 5 and from th4t confider- 
** a;tion he expcfts the return of a bow from 
** every man he meets. But I, who know him, 
^* know alfo that he is dying of. in aftbmk j and 
** as (bleffed be God for it I) I am in perfeft 
** health, I do not chufe to put myfelf on a level 
*• with fuch a perfon. Health, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
•* is the only valuable thing on earth j and 
*• while 1 am in pofleflion of that, I look upon 

** myfelf 
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** myfelf as a much greater man than he. With 
^^ all his fortune, he would rejoibe to be the poor 
*' vicar of *♦♦, with my conftitution. I pull 
'* off my hat to no fuch perfons. Believe mc, Mr. 
^^ Fitaj-Adam^ he has not many months to live.^ 

I made no reply to this converfation of the 
vicar, and he went on thus. ** You are an old 
** man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, and I believe were 2 
** little fatigued with your journey laft nighty 
'^ which I miftook for infirm health, and there^ 
'* fore wanting in the civilities that ■ I fhould 
** otherwife have fhewn you 5 but your conver- 
** fation afterwards proved you to be a very 
** hearty man, and I faw you refolved to con- 
•' tinue fo by your temperance ; for which I ho- 
'< nour you, and, as I told you then, fliall be 
*^ glad of your acquaintance. Iti^true you aite 
** an old man, and therefore my inferior j but 
'^ you are healthy and temperate, and not beneath 
^* the notice of much younger men." 

In this manner we walked on, till we came .to 
a hedge, where fome labouring men were re^ 
pairing the fences. My companion accofted 
them with the utmoft complaifance and |ood« 
nature. " Ay, fays he, tiu-ning to me, thefe are 
" men worth mixing with. You fee their riches 
'^ in their looks. Have you any of youi lords 
*' in town, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that have fiich pof- 
*' feflions ? I know none of thefe lords,, fays h^,' 
** myfelf, but I am told they are all fo fickly and 
** difeafed, that a man in heakti would fcorn ta 
*' pull off his bat to them." He then entered 
into a familiar converfation with the men, and 
after throwing them fixpence to drink, paffed on.* 
F 5 Jhere 
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• TVtE&t fiDW overtook bs in the Ui>e a com-^ 

Kof Cpartfmeti letting 6ut for the chAce* 
of diem (aittted the do£k>r as they pafied* 
B«fc lie tO0k no notice of any of cbeoi Wt one^ 
%bom he ftook hands ii^kh over the hfedgc» bM 
iold him be inteoded taking a dinner wiSi. him 
the next day. "^^ That gentleman^ faya he^ 
^' IS ^'orth as much tealth as any man in 
^' England ; he hunts only by way of exercife, 
^* and never takes a leap where there is the leaft 
** danger. But as for the reft^ they ave flying 
^^ over every hedge and gate in their way, and if 
^' t^ey efcape broken necks in the morningp they 
** are deftroying themfclves more -efiefiually by 
** intemperance ID the evening, No» no, Mr. 
^^ Fitz-Adam, tfaefe are no companions for me ; 
^ I iiope^ with the Ueffing of Heaven, to outline 
** a fcore of them." 

We came foon aftertoaJittkneafhou& ufcfn 
the road, where the doAor toJd me lived a very 
agreeable widow lady, to whom be had formerly 
paid his addreiTes. ^ She had at that time, 
•* fays he, as large a fortune of health as any 
^ woman in the country ^ but Ihe has iince 
^ mortgaged it to the apothecary for flops, andt- 
^ I have taken my leave of her. She was deter- 
^ mined to be a widow, and fo married an 
** txfEcer, who had his head knocked off at Fon* 
^ tenoy. Thofe^ are a fort of men that I make 
^ no acquaintance with ; they hold their lives on 
•* too precarious a tenure." *^ But they are ufe- 
•* ivA members ^f fociety, laid I, and conmiand 
•■ our «fteem»" " That may be, fir, returned 
^* tbedodor^ andfoareminess in our coal pits, 
7 ** who 
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^ who are every boyr in danger of heing buijedl 
^ alive. But tbei e is a fubordimtioKi pfaegfee^ 
^ Mr. Fitz-Adam^ which ought ftri^y to h^ 
^ ob{erved ; and a maiv in iU healthy or of a 
^^ dangerpos profeffion, (hould not think himfelf 
^^ on a level with people of iiNiiMi coaf^tutiQ9S» 
*^ and lefs hazardous. eiQ{^3Fineat9»** 

I WAS determined to interrupt the iff&Xf na 
more; and be went on thus* . ^* Mr^ Fitz^* 
*' Adam, you may ppffibly think me aa odd kinil 
^< of a man; but! am bq enemy to people of 
«< bad conftitutions, nor ever withbpld mv bountjf 
^^ from them> when ^eir neceffitief demand it j( 
^^ but though J am d^ipg tben> al] t]pwe i^icgf 
*' in my power, I cannot confent to Jowc^ 
^' myfelf fo far as to make theip my compair 
^< nions. It i$ more in the power pf the phyficia^qf 
*^ to confer rank,, than the king 'r f^^ the giftf 
^^ of fortune are nothing ; heakhis f he only ricbcj^ 
^ that a man ought to fet a value on ^ and with* 
^^ out it, all men are poor,, let their e^es ho 
^' what they will. If I differ from the oomrooik^ 
^' opinion in this particular, I do al(b in aiiod^» 
*^ The tradefman or mechanic, who has acquicoi 
^^ an eftate by his induftry, is feldom reckons 
*^ a gentlenmn; but it was always my Ibnti* 
^ ment,^ that a man who makes his oiyn p^tir 
^^ ftitutioii, has moie merit ji> him than he that 
** wa& born with it : the one is the .work of 
^ chance, the other of defiga:. and it i» for thiji 
** rcalbn that 1 am feen fo often. wifih your friend ; 
^ for thougli the gout is generally an impove*^ 
•* rifhing diftemper, yet temperance and ^egula* 
** rity may in time fubdue it : whereas the geiv« 
^^ tiemaa who drove by us with fix horfes, has an 
IP ^ . " incurable 
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^ incurable afthma, which renders him, with 
^ his large eftate, as poor as the beggar who is 
** dying un^er a hedge. The more you think of 
*^ thefe thingSy Mr. Fitz-Adam, the more voir 
^^ will be of my opinion. A poor man in health, 
^* is a companion for a king) but a lord with- 
^* out it, is a poor man indeed ; and why (hould 
** he expeA the homage of other people, when 
•• the very meaneft of his domeftics would refufc 
?* to chaiige' places with him ?" 

My companion was flopped fliort in his ha- 
iangue by our arrival at my friend's hou fe. We found 
fttm in good health and fpirtts, which ereatly 
lleiehtened the vicar's complaifiuice ; and as I 
ftx>k care to conceal from, him the complaints 
tad infirmities of old age, I pafled a very agree- 
iible week) and was fo much in his good graces, 
tfliat at my departure he prefented me with fome 
Turlington's balfam, and a paper of Dr. James's 
Ipowder. " There, fays he, they may rob you 
^ of your money, if they pleafe; but for bruifes 
•* ana fevers, you may (ct them at defiance." 

On my return home, I made many ferious re- 
Bbflions on this whimfical charafber j and in the 
end, could not help wifhing, that, under cer- 
tain limitations, the fentiments of the vicar were 
a little more in fafhion. Health is certainly the 
riches of life 5 and if men were to derive their 
rank from that alone, it would in all probability 
make them more careful to preferve it* Society^ 
might be benefited by it in another refpe£l, as it 
•Would tend to keep complaining people at home, 
who aie the perpetual difturbers of all companies 
abroad* 

Numb,. 
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Numb. 177. Thursday^ May 20^ 1756. ; 

THE tyro following letters were (b whimfi*- 
cally contrafted, and the young people 
who are the fubjeiSb of them fo particularly 
adapted to each other, that though I have never 
profefled myfelf an advocate for the trade of 
matchmaking, I cannot help wifhing thatby mean^ 
of this paper they may grow acquainted with each 
other. It is Tor this reafon that I have taken th^ 
very firft opportunity of publifhing the letters of 
their parents. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 
As you have undertaken the focial o£Sce of 
redreffing grievances, I fhall lay one before you^ 
which I^am fure muft have often occurred to you^ 
though I do not remember that you have hitherto 
animadverted upon it. The grievance I am fpeak* 
ing of has ib fatal a tendency, that wit» parts, learn* 
ing, education, knowledge, reading, and travel^ 
are rendered utterly ufelefs by it, and by which 
the moft illiterate dunce^ who has never been at 
fchool, nor opened a book befides the Fairy 
Tales, provided his outfide be properly orna- 
mented, is exadlly upon a level with the moil 
accompliihed gentleman. This grievance^ Mr. 
Fitz-Adam, is no other than the pernicious 
cuftom of card-playine, which h?s of late fo uni^ 
verfally prevailed in all private families, as well 
as public aiTemblies* 

I am: 
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I AM not confldering this cuftom in its necef- 
fcrjr tonfequences of dcftroying fortunes and con* 
ftitutions, ruffling tempers, promotixig; quarrels, 
and oocaTioning aumoft infinite dtftrefies and dif* 
quietudes $ for if taken finglv in this point of 
tiew, it is only hurtful to thofe who are the pro- 
moters o{ it, aind rs of little or no confequence 
to the reft of mankind, who are not iharers in the 
evil. 

I MUST inform 70U, fir, th^t I am the father 
of an only fon, to whom (as I have a lai^ eftate 
to leave him) I have given the moft per^d edu- 
. caticm that this country can afford : and it is the 
higfaeft fatisfai^on to me that none of mv care- 
has been thrown away upon him* When ne had 
finiflied his ftudies at the univerfity, and perfefted 
himfelf in town in all the neceflSuy accompliih-^ 
snei^ts of a young man of fafhion, I fent him^ 
under the direction of a very excdl^t tutor, oa 
bis travels through France, Italy, and Germany; 
from which, after an abfence of four years, he re- 
turned laft winter, improved beyona my utmofl 
hopes. 

But, alas, fir! when I expelled to fee him 
the admiration of ail companies, and to have 
been every where congratulated on the happine£ii 
of having fuch a fon, I found, from his univer- 
fill attention to cards, that his acquirements were 
totally unnoticed, and that all the coft and trouble 
I had been at in his education, anfwered ax^ 
odier purpofe than to make him company for 
himfelf, and a few unfaihionable friends wha 
have no commerce with the world. 

If this infatiable paffion continues, it were as 
, well if our public fchools and -univerfities w^r^^ 

abo*^ 
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mbptiflkedy and that travel and all other means of 
ac^ring kfi^wledge and refinement were at 
once prohibtted ; and in their places, other fe-» 
minaries erc£^ in this metropolis) and proper 
naafters appointed, to inftrtKEl our children in the 
ruditnents-of Br^yCribbage, andLanfqiienet, tilt 
they wene of a proper age to fiudy W'hift, and 
the other. «me8 (rffkill, at the academy ofMr^ 
Hoyle. By fuch a method our children would be 
tramed up te make a figure in the worid, and their 
parents javed the trouble and czjfence oS a ufislcft 
education. 

I WISH, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you would give us 
your thoughts upon this matter, which wiH cer* 
t&iiily be egree^le to the ferious part of your 
reaiders, and a great obligation to, 

SiR, 

Taut tmfi bumble fervant^ 

C« YV 

P. S. Since my writing the above« I have 
been looking over the firft volume of the World^ 
and am forry to find Mr.^ Fits^Adam himfelf fo 
very faihionable a many as to countenance and 
recommend with his pen the grievances I have 
been complaining of. In numbei; VII. of youf 
papers, you are pleafed to exprefs yourfelf in the 
following words: '^l look upon cards as an 
^^ innocent and ufeful amulemejat; calculated to* 
*^ interrupt the formal ccMverfatioRs and private 
^^ cabals of large companies, and to give a mai^ 
'^ fomething to do, who has nothing to fay/' 
If I had been your advifer, Mr* Fitz-Adam, the 
paiTage ihould have ftood thus. ^' I look upoft 
^' CARDS as a fenfelefs and pexnicious amufe-^ 

*^ rnent^ 
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** ment, calculated to interrupt the improving 
.*' converfations and enlivening fallies of all com- 
** panics, and to level men of genius and un- 
♦* derftanding with fools and coxcombs." This 
is really the truth of the matter : and if you con « 
fider it as yoti ought, you will, I hope, retradl 
your opinion as publicly as you have given it. 

Toursy f^c. 

The other letter is from a mother, com* 
plaining of the untoward difpofition of an only 
daughter. 

Sir, 
I AM a widow of five-and-thirty, with a 
handfome jointure, and. have refufed many good 
offers for the fake of an only child, whom I have 
endeavoured to bring up in the moft faihionable 
ihannier I was able. She will have twelve thou- 
fand pounds to her fortune when (he comes of 
age, and I have fuppoited ' her at my own ex- 
pence, that the intereft of her portion may be 
added to the principal. I afTure you, fir, that I 
am not like other mothers of my youth and 
complexion, who in order to appear younger 
than they really are, confine their grown-up 
daughters at home, for fear of being rivalled by 
them in public afTemblies. I thank Heaven, 1 
have no need of fuch arts : for as often as I go 
abroad with mine, I am taken for her fifter j and 
I have the pleafure of obferving, that I have more 
civil things faid to me by the men, than my 
daughter can ever hope for. Not that the girl » 
either ugly or aukward ; ihe is as tall too as her 
mother, and has been of a marriageable age this 

year 
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year or two, being complete fifteen the 12th of 
laft March ; but as a colonel in the guards was 
pleafed to tell me a few nights ago at R^anelagh^ 
I have a certain air and manner, that my daugh- 
ter muft quite defpair of imitating. 

I MENTION thefe trifles, fir, to convince you 
that I have not the motive of other mothers for 
locking up my daughter whenever I go abroad > 
on the contrary, I have carried her, at times, to 
all the polite a^emblies in town : but alas, fir ! 
I cannot make her company for people of fafliionv 
She will neither play at cards with them, nor 
enter into the fpirit of their converfation. She 
feven pretends to blulh at (what {he calls) the li- 
berties I allow the men to take with mc^ . She 
would not toaft a fentiment for the world ; and 
for thofc delicate double entendres, that fo enli- 
ven all private companies, I cannot for the life of 
me teach her to underftand them. To be fure 
the girl has not fo white a (kin as her mother, 
jior-can (he value herfclf upon that bcautifuljfell 
of (boulders, and elegance of neck, for which (I 
may foy it without vanity) I was always admired. 
But then, Mr. Fitz-Adam, thofe parts of her 
perfon are not abfolfitely odious; though by pin* 
ning her handkerchief conftantly under her chin, 
(he would make every body.beheve fo. 

1 HAVE taken immenfe pains in her education 
to fit hcr^for the world ; but it is my misfortune 
, to fee, that from an unaccountable perverfenefs 
of mind, (he had rather (hut herfelf up in her 
-clofet, poring upon the Speftators (which to my 
knowledge (he has reajl t-wenty times ouer) than 
jpt down to a card-table with the firft company in 
.England* . And yet the girl .does, not want unr 
* • derftanding 
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derftanding neither^ nay, her uncle in the coivitrv, 
who is a clergyman and an archdeacon, will 
h^ve it that £he is the moft accompliihed young . 
kdy this day in England. But what can a country 
parfon know of accomplifhments ? We who live 
in the polite circle, are certainly the beft judges 
of thofe matters. She plays well upon tho 
nufic indeed, and has an immenfe pretty voicei, 
but the misfortune is^ that wheii ihe would be 
drefllng for a rout, (he is either praAifing a leflbn^ 
or fmging a fong ; fo that I muft be forced tp 

S without her, or ftay till the card-tables are all 
ih A fig for her accomfdifhments ! I am Aire 
they have ahnoft broken my heart ; and I verily 
bekeve I (hall be tempted to marry again^ that 
I may have other chiMien of more t^wardly 
difpohtions. It was but laft Sunday, after fpend* 
ing the evening at cards, at the politeft aflembly 
in town (where I would gladly ba^. taken her) 
that at my return home, I found her in hei 
dxeiIing»room, reading a fehnon to her maid. I 
am by no means aeainfl fermons,, Mr. Fits«« 
Adam; they do weu enou^ at church; and 
when they are enlivened hj good company, I 
can endure them as well as any body ; but the 
morning is the times for thofe fort of Uiingii, and 
they ought never to interfere with more agreeabk 
smufements. 

The girl has another whim too. Yon muft 
know (he is naturally of a pale complexion ; and 
for all that I can fay or do, I cannot prevail ttpon 
ber to lay on a little red, even though (he fees 
every day how becoming it i& to Me^ who do ooC 
need it fo much: fo that flie goes into company 
like a mere ghoft ^ but of what fcx, if it wene 

ML 
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not for her petticoats, \vould be hard to deter- 
mine ^ for fhe is abfolutely covered from head t^ 
foot. She had the faucinefs to tell me the other 
day, that I wanted her to drefs and look like a 
woman of the town, I would have you drefs 
and look like a woman of the world, Mifs, fay$. 
1 5 but to your fhame be it fpoken, there are wo- 
men of the town, who are capable of improving 
you. One may look like a woman of the town^ 
though one would fcorn to a£): like one. 

In this manner, Mr. Fitz-Adam, (he talkt 
and behaves. I have threatened her often to ex- 
pofe her in the World : but my immenfe tea- 
dernefs for her has prevailed over my refentment:^ 
and to confefs the truth, I had no other inten* 
tipn when I drew up this letter, than only t^ 
read it to her, ^nd frighten her out of her follies;' 
but her behavioutyiyion the occaiion determined 
mc to fend it,- and to defire your public».tIon of 
it. *< Lbrd, mamma, faid fhe, Mr. Fitz-Adam 
•* Will inink you f jdicuiiflg Y ourfclf, ssd comr 
^^ plibaenting Me : for if I am really this kind of 
^< Igirl, I /ball be ^uite in love with myfclf* 
** Pray^ madam, give me the letter, ana V]( 
** carrjf it to Mr. Dodfley's with my own hands.** 
** NcL mifs, fays I, a fervant will be more punc<* 
** tuaf I believe : and fince you are fo far ia 
•* love with your own charaflier, it fliall go thta 
•> minute." 

. Favour me fo far, fir, as to give it a plac^ 
in vour next Thurfday*s paper; and if you will 
tell her of her abfurdity, and how ill futted h^ 
behaviour is both to her education and her for^ 
tunc, you wilUmmediately oblige. Sir, 

Tour m9fi oke^mt^humble fervant ^ 
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Numb. 178. Thursday, May 27, 1756. 

*J^T O T long fince, I met at St. James's coifee- 
1^ houfe an old acquaintance of mine, fir 
Hurry Prigg^ who having been long mfticated, 
rfnd much altered, I fhould never )iave recol- 
lefled, had it not been for the information of a 
ifne old coat, in which I remembered him to 
Have made a figure about town many years ago. 
After the ufual civilities had pafled between us, 
iimongft many other queftions, he afked me 
when I had feen our old fchool-fellow, fir John 
Jdlly *. I anfwered, that I had laft fummer fpent 
iptoe days with him at his^ 'country feat, in a 
manner which would havefl&3*fii^luy agreeable 
to a perfon of a more fafhionabie turn, but was 
to me rather fatiguing from its excefs of gaiety 
wd hofpitality, which, according to my uripolitt 
tafte, were by no means confident with the foft 
and ferioiis pleafures of a rural retirement. Tie 
faid, he perfeftly agreed with me in my fenti- 
ments, and paflea hi5 time in the country m con- 
formity to them: his manner of life, he was fure, 
would exa6lly fuit me, and obliging^ly begged I 
would make the experiment, addmg, ths^t he 
fhould go down in a few day§, jmd would carry 
Ae with him in his chariot. I accepted his in- 
vitation, not fomuch out of inclination, as cu- 
riofity to fee a new fcene of country life, formed 
on principles fo oppofite to what I had before ex- 

* See Number 1^3. 

perienced^ 
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perienced, and promifed to attend him at the time 
appointed. 

But firft it will be proper to give fome ac- 
count of the birth, parentage, and education of 
my friend. He came young to his title and a 
fipall eftatc, and was foon after fent to the uni- 
verfity; where his title abfurdly giving him the 
rank of nobility, and his eftate, though fmall, an 
allowance fufii'cient to fupport that rank at that 
place, he there contracted an affecSlation of gran- 
deur, and a pert kind of felf-importance, which 
he has ever fince retained, and which neither 
poverty nor folitude has been yet able to conquer. 
Having in two or three years acquired the ufual 
advantages of that fort of education, fuch as the 
arts of fporcing, toafting, billiards, and coachman- 
ihip, he came to London, entered into the gay 
world, and had addrefs and qualifications fu£[i- 
cient to introduce himfelf into what heilill calls 
the beft company j that is, the company of 
fmarts, bucks, jockeys, and gamefters. Nor was 
he deficient in point of gallantry ; for he foon 
commenced an intrigue with . the fifter of one of 
thefe his friends. Whether his intentions were 
at iirft honourable, is not perfedly clear ;^ but he 
was quickly obliged to declare them fo, being 
acquainted, that a lady of her rank was not to be 
trifled with, and that he muft either fight cgr 
m^ry 5, the latter of which he courageoufly chofe, 
as being the moft daring aftion of t^e two. This 
lady, had more jgentility than beauty, more 
beauty than undeirftanding, more underftanding 
than fortune, and a fortune about equal to he;- 
reputation. She was tall anclwell-ihaped, car,- 

• . *. ried 
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rted ter head very high, and being the younger 
daughter of the younger fon of the firft coufin of 
an uilh baron, look^ upon herfelf as a woman 
of quality. In a little time fir Harry heiMtily 
Hatetl her for compelling him to marry ; and (he 
no lefs defpiied him for oeing compelled ; (b that 
^finding little happinefs at home, they Vero obliged 
to feek it abroad at plays .and routs, operas and 
gaming-tables, at no fmall expence. This could 
not continue long ; fo that before one winter 
was at an end, they difcovered that the town-air 
would not agree with them, and fo retired to 
their country- feat, about forty miles from Lon- 
idon ; whither I (hall now conduct my reader. 

On the morning appointed, I attended early 
at their lodgings in town, where I found the 
poft-chariot at the door, and my friend ftanding 
by it, with a long whip in his hand, ready to 
mount the box ; ^ying at the fame time, that, 
coachmen were fuch infolent and expenfive raf- 
cals, there was no keeping them, and that there- 
, fore he always chofe to be his own. In the par* 
lour fat my lady,, and colonel Macihean, a 

{entleman who had long been very intimate with 
r Harry, and not lefs ib with her ladyfhip; and 
in the paflage ftood her French-woma|i> in a fack 
and long ruffles, with her arms full of band- 
^xes and bundles ; which were no fooner dif- 
f ofed of in various parts of the chariot, th^ia my 
lady and myfelf, with her woman on a low ftow 
at our feet, were ftufFed into the little room that 
was left. Sir Harry mounted the box, his valet 
4e chambre rode bv, and a fniveling footbojr 
climbed u|p behind. Thus dieiiritole family^ with 

their 
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their baggage, and myfdf into the ^bargain, were 
conveyed without the expence of either a fhigp 
coach or a wiggon. 

I^OTHING paSed during our journey worth 
relating. Her ladyfhip fpok^ little, and that little 
was qply complaints of her bad nerves, and ill 
ftate of health ; to which, having no expefta- 
tion of a fee, I paid little attention. They both 
declared that nobody but a carrier could dine at 
an inn, therefore they never flopped on the road : 
fo with the afliftance of a frefh pair of horfes, 
that had come twenty miles that morning with- 
out a bait, about funfet we arrived at our jour- 
ney's end. The colonel got there before us, 
having rode poft : for fir ftarry frequently de- 
clared to us both, that, though his friends were 
welcome, he never entertained their horfes ; that 
it was not the fafliion of that country ; neither 
my lord **, nor the duke of ♦**, nor himfelf, 
did it. 

It was not long before the dinner made its 
appearance j which was fo very genteel, that had 
it not been rendered uneatable by a bad affedia- 
tion of French cookery, it would not have been 
half fufficient, after fo many miles travelling, and 
fo long fafting. At the conclufion we-had mead, 
which paffed for fokay, and elder wine, which fir 
Harry fwore was the beft burgundy in England, 
and that hehlmfelf had imported it, m conjunftion 
with a noble lord in the neighbourhood. Over 
a glafsof this, the cloth being removed, he in- 
formed us, ** that when the fmoke of London, 
•* and the bad hours incident to keeping good 
•" company, would no longer agree with his 
^ own or his wife's OM^Hutionj he had deter«> 

** mined 
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*< mined to feek health and quiet in an elegant 
•** retirement. He had been offered indeed a fcLt 
'^ in parliament, and a confiderable employ- 
** ment ; but his crazy conftitution would not 
*• permit him to accept of the one, nor his found 
** principles of the other. Retirement was their 
** object i therefore all they dreaded was the 
** horrible irruptions of a country neighbour- 
•* hood ; but this they had happily prevented. 
*' That indeed on their firft coming, every family 
*' within ten miles round, tormented them 
*' with their impertinent vifits 5 but they returned 
** none, affronted them all, and fo got rid of 
♦' them. Don't you think we did right, my 
** dear ?" turning to his wife. *' I think, an- 
** fwercd (he, in a furly and deje£led voice, that 
** it is better to forget the ufe of one's tongue, 
** than to converfe with fquires wives and par- 
** fons daughters." '' You are right, madam, 
** added the colonel, with an oath and a loufi 
. ** kugh ; for what can one learn in fuch damned 
** company ?" ** To-morrow, fays my friend, 
•' addrefling himfelf to me, you ihall fee that 
** we want no company, and that we can fufli- 
•* ciently amufe ourfelves with building and 
•* plantine^ with improvements and alterations, 
*• which I dare fay will be honoured with your 
** approbation." 

Accordingly the next morning, as foon as 
breakfaft was finifhed, my lady and the colonel 
retired into her dreffing-room to cribbage, and fir 
Harry and myfelf to reconnoitre the place. The 
.houfe- {lands at the end of a dirty village^ and 
clofe by it are a few tame deer, impounded in 
.an orchard, to which he gives the pomppus title 

of 
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of a park. Behind is a fen, which he calls 'a 
piece of water, and before it a goofe-common^ 
on which he beftows the name of a lawn. It was 
built in that deplorable aera of Englifh archi- 
tedlure, which introduced high doors, long WiA>^ 
dows, fmall rooms, and corner chimnies; and 
ef gardening, which projefted gravel walks, 
dipt yews, and ftrait lined avenues, with a pro- 
fusion of brick walls, iron pallifado^s, and leaden 
images. But all thefe defe(^s, and many others, 
he has now correfted by a judicious application 
of modern tafte. His doors are fo reduced, yoti 
cannot enter with yotir hat on j and his win- 
dows fo contrafted, that you have* fcarce light 
enough to find it, if you pull it ofF. In the midft 
of the front, one large bow-window is ftuck on, 
refembling a piece of whited-brown paper plai- 
ftered on a broken nofe ; and a great room is add- 
ed behind to dine in, which, was it ever inhabit- 
ed, would make all the little ones appear ftill lefs : 
but having never yet been finifhed, for want both 
of cafii and credit, it remains at prefent only a 
repofitory of broken china, a pair of back-gam- 
mon tabled, and the children's play-things. His 
brick walls are converted into chimnies and 
ovens, and his yew-trees fupply them with fag- 
gots : his iron-work is fold to the blackfmiths, 
and his heathen gods to the plumber, for the 
pious ufe of covering the parifh church : his gra- 
vel walks are fown with grafs ; and he frequently 
repeats that frugal, yet genteel maxim, thatfheep 
are the beft gardeners. His horfe-pond being 
made ferpentine, is become ufelefs, left it fhould 
be trod up; and -his fences, being all Chinefe, 
* Vol. IV. O are 
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arc no fences at all : the horfes leaping oyer, and 
the hogs walkine under them at their pleafure. 
.Thetranfplanted. avenue is expiring in leaflefs 
.platoons i the kitchen-garden, for conveniency, 
•is removed two furlongs from the houfe.^ and the 
kitchen itfelf unjufily turned out. of doors, fqp: 
.fmelhng of vi£luals : a crime of. which it has 
c\'cr been acquitted by the voice of the whole 
country. * ^ 

When our furvey was finifhed, our amufe- 
ments were all at an end -, for within doors the 
.pleafurc^ both of fociety and folitude were equal- 
ly wanting.. Of pur converfation I have given a 
i'pecimen ; and books there were none, except a 
fmall one. containing tunes for the Freach-horn, 
.belonging tp fir Harry, and the third volume of 
Jercgrine Pickle, ana a. methodift prayer-book, 
. the property of her ladylhip. I began now to 
;Wifli fqr a little of my friend fir John's iiofpitali- 
jty, of which there was not here the leaft appear- 
. anqe. We heard not of a human creature, ex- 
.ccpt by their injuries andinfults, not altogether 
(indeed unprovoked j for the pantry and the eel- 
-la;:, .th.pugh ufually empty, were always locked. 
.Stfong-beer there was npnej and the fmall, 
.though nobody a^ home could drinlc; it, was not 
fufFered to be given ^>yay.. The fervants were 
. always out of humour, and ifrequently changing ; 

• and the tradefmen who brought tjieir bills, were 
paid only by a wrangle, or a draught on fomc 
tenant who owed no rent. There was hot a 
neighbour yerv near, except the parfon of the 

^parifli, ^nd alaerman Grub, a rich citizen^; who 

• had purchafed a confiderable part 0/ it from fir 

Harry. 
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Harry. With thefe jthey lived in a (bte of per- 
petual hoftilities : they quarrelled with the al- 
derman for prefuming to buy an eftate which 
they wanted to fell ; and the parfon quarrelling 
with Them, becaufe he was in poffeffion of the 
only living in the gift of fir Harry, and the al- 
derman had a much better to difpofe of» By the 
■ encouragement of thefe good neighbours, and 
their own ill-condufl:, confifting of a ftrange 
mixture of infolence and- avarice, of meannefs 
and magnificence, they were defpifed, perfecuted, 
and affronted by. all around them. Their pigs 
were worried, their poultry murdered, their dogs 
poifoned, their game deftrbyed, their hedges 
broke, and their hay-ftacks let on. fire. They 
were hifled and hooted at y and now-and-then a 
great pair of horns were fixed on their gates ; an 
infult at which they were highly enraged, but 
the meaning of which neither fif Harry, nor my 
lady, not even with the afliftance of the colonel, 
could ever guefs at, 

I SOON grew weary of this land of conten- 
tion and uneafinefs ; and having r6courfe,to the 
old excufe of urgent bufinefs,r X took my leave, 
and went poft to town j feflefting all die way 
with furprizc on the ingeuiuity of maiikind, to 
render themfelves at once' miferable and' ridicul- 
ous : and lamenting that the happin^s and in- 
nocence of rurallife are how fcarce.any where 
to be found, but in paftorals and romances. 
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Numb. 179, Thursday, June 3, 1756. 

I A M never better pleafed than when I can 
oblige a group of correfpondents at once. 
This I am enabled to do in my paper of to-day. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
Sir, 

The expediency of people's fetting up bills at 
their doors, who have houfes or lodgings to let, 
is fo very apparent, that as often as I walk the 
ftreets of this metropolis, I wonder that the fame 
pra£tice has not prevailed in other inftances, and 
that we do not fee it written at every door, as 
often as there is occafion. Wanted a coachman, 
butler, cook, chambermaid, &c. By fuch a me- 
thod the expence of public advertifements would 
be faved, and every-body accommodated in the 
moft expeditious manner. 

But I would by no means confine thefe bills 
to lodgers and fervants ; there are other wants 
which are at leaft equall]^ preffing, and which it 
might be proper to fignify in the fame manner. 
Thus for inftance, at the door of an attorney, or 
folicitor, it would not be amifs if we were to read 
in large letters, JVanUd Honejiy. At the door of a 
new beneficed parfon. Wanted Humility^ At 
,the garret window of a poet or author, Wanted 
a Dinner. At the door of a man of quality. 
Wanted Credit. At the door of a patriot. Wanted 
a Place. At the door of a biihop^ Wanted a 

tbufi 
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Uvufe at Lambeth. And at the doors of all great 
men. Wanted Sincerity. 

By this method, the wants of all mankind 
would be known, and in all probability be re- 
lieved more expeditioufly than by any other 
means. 

If you give this propofal a place in your paper, 
you will oblige the public in general, and in par- 
ticular, . 

Sir, 

Tour moft humbkfervant^ 

C. L. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
The following advertifement has lately fallen 
into my hands : and I believe, with a few of your 
obfervations upon it, it might furnifh fome enter- 
tainment for the public, as you have already made 
fome very juft remarks upon fervants, in your 
paper of the firft of January laft. 

I am. 

Si r, esff. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

** The grooms of the chambers, butlers, arid 
*• other fervants of perfons of quality, concerned 
•* in card-money, are defired to meet at the 
•* fociety's quarterly meeting place, St. Jameses, 
^* on Friday the 12th of this inftaiit March, at 
•* nine in the morning, to take under confidera- 
^ tion the further duty £iid to be intended to be 
** laid on cards. 

** ^iJote^ It is defired, that no gentleman, &c. 

** belonging to noblemen or others, will enter 

G 3 " into 
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*« into any agreement with their ladies, as to. 
*** card-money, &c. till after this meeting* The 
** fervants of citizens and tradefmen, whofe 
** miftrefles keep routs, may attend if they think 
** proper. 

"The beftof teas, French roles and butter, 
** will be provided on the occafion*" 

To the Author of the World. 

SlR^ 

I AM married to a haberdafher of fmall-wares 
at the court end of the town j and with Heaven's 
help and my own, my hufband has been able to 
lay ujp a few hundreas for our two girls, who 
are all the children we have. They Doih ferve 
in the fhop every day in the week but Thurfday, 
when I have a little aflembly in the dining- 
room, where we amufe ourfelves with a pack, of 
cards. 

Now you muft know, fir, that my hufband is 
very much offended at this, and is telling me 
twenty times a- day that his cuflomers are neg- 
lefted and the bufmefs of the fhop ftanding 
flilL from my fooderies, as he calls them. I jdo 
not denyj, fir, that thefe aflemblies on a.weekr> 
day are a little inconvenient to us, and therefore 
I have fome thoughts of changing them toSgan^ 
day. To be fure a Sunday's affembly would bo 
perfeiStiy agreeable on many accounts. In the 
lirfl place,. it would interfere with no fort of bu^ 
finefs. Secondly, it would be much genteeler. 
Thirdly^. I fbauldUfee a great deal more com- 

fiany 3 
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pany ; and fourthly^ my hufband and the pren- 
tice would' tHen be at Icifure to 'attend the tes- 
table. But I have' one dbiibt dbout the matter; 
which IS, that there are envious peopk in the 
world, who might poffibly give out that I ant 
fetting up for a perfon of fafhion*; for it is a no- 
tion they have got, that ' none but people of 
fafhion mould have touts on a Sunday. At prefent 
I ani undetermined in this aflFkir, and am fefolved 
to continue fo, till I have Your opinion ; which 
I beg you would give me as foon as poffible 5 
and 

I am, S I R^ 

Tour v^ humble ftrvant^ 

Mary Tape. 

In anfwer to Mrs. Tape, I freely confefs that 
(he has more fubftantial rfeafons Yor having her 
rout on a Sunday than any lady I know : and 
whenever I give my allent to card meetings on 
that day, fhe (hall certainly be indulged, 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I HAVE lately made a difcovery, which for the 
good of mankind, I hope you will peiinit me tb 
make public by the means 6f your paper. 

I "MUST inform you ".idiat "by the ieath of an 
aunt, 1 am lately come tb-the ^ofleflipn of a 
fine old manor houfe in the coiintty. Which on 
my' goihg thither with iny famfly to iWide, I 
found fo over-run with rats, that, we wferc in 
danger of being devoured by them. You hriay 
be wre I* left nothing' untried to iid the houfe 6f 
...... .... G ^^ . ' ^ i tbem; 



152 T H E W d R L D. K* 179, 

them ; but they baffled the attempts of the rat- 
catchers, and continued to increafe rather than 
dhninifh ; till all at once, they vani(hed of their 
own accord, and never viiited me afterwards* I 
was verv much puzzled to account for this 
firange defertion : and it was not till near a fort- 
night had elapfed that I was let into the fecret by 
a very uncommon and offenfive fmell, that pro- 
ceeded from the door of an old lumber room* I 
immediately entered it, ^d faw a multitude of 
rats lying dead upon the floor. On examining 
into the caufc, I caft my eyes upon a little 
drawer, which I remembered to have left open in 
my fearch after fome papers of my aunt, and that 
it was filled with various forts of quack medi- 
cines, fuch as pills, powders, ointments, and other 
things, for which ihe had the higheft veneration. 
This drawer^ which was quite full when I open- 
ed it, was now almoft empty ; which fuflSciently 
convinced me that I was indebted for my deli- 
verance to thefe medicines j but I was cautious 
of afierting it, till I had tried the experiment* 
For this purpofe I procured of a rat-catcher half 
a dozen live rats 1 to each of which I ^ave a dif- 
- farent medicine* In half an hour and three mi- 
nutes, two of my patients died in convuliions ; 
the reft were thrown into profufe fweats, vomit- 
ing and pur^g to fo violent a degree, that they 
Airvived their companions but three quarters of 
an hour, and then gave up the ghoft in the fame 
convulfions. . 

I WAS highly pleafed with this experiment, as 
ie taught me the real ufe of thefe excellent medi* 
cines; and it is with great pleafure that I take 

this 
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this opportunity of recommending them to alt 
captains of (hips, maltfters^ meal-men, and far-* 
mers, and to thofe gentlemen and ladies who 
live in old boufes« 

I am. 

Your confiant naJer^ 
and bumble fervantf 

G. Kf. 

P. S. By a fccond experiment, I have dif- 
covered that one of thefe pills, pounded or 
crumbled, will deftroy twenty mice. They may 
alfo be of excellent u(e in thinning a poor family 
of young children, being thus pounded or bruifed, 
and fpread in fmall quantities upon their bread, 
and butter- 

I SHALL conclude this paper with a very in- 
genious little piece, which is juft now commu- 
nicated to me by my good friend Mr. Dodfley, 
and which (hews what an agreeable and elegant 
ufe a man of tafte and memory may make 
of his reading. It was dirown together by a 
member of a fociety of gentlemen, who meet 
once a year to celebrate thfe Uirth-day of Shake- 
f&ear,, and. is as follows* 
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ON THE 

BIRTH- DAY 

O F 

SHAKESPEAR, 

A CENTO. 

TAKSN FROM HIS WOR^S, 

Natura ipfi valeriy et mentis veribus excitari^ . 
ft Quaft qmdam divino fpiritu affhri. 

Cicero. 



Joy 



"Veact to this meeting J 



foy and fair time^ health and good wijhes. 
Vowy worthy friindsy the caufe why we are nuty 
: Is in celebration of the day that gave 
Immortal Sh AKESPEAR to this favour' dijle ; 
The meft replenijhed fweet work of nature ^ 
JVhichfrom the prime creation i er Jhe frarrf d. 
O thou divinejl nature 1 hnu thy feW thou bltt7aon[/i 
In this thyfon I formed in thy prodigality. 
To hold thy mirror upy and give the time 
Its very form and prejfure ! When hefpeakt 
Each aged ear plays truant at his tales, 
jlnd younger hearings are quite ravi/hed ; 

So voluble is his dtfcourfe Gentle 

As %ephyr blowing underneath the violet y 
Not wagging its fuueet head — Yet as roughy 
(His noble blood enchaff^d) as the rude windy 
yiat by the top doth tak ttu motintain piney 

Jnd 



And make himjloop to tV vak — *3?j wonierfid 

That anlnvtfible inJlihSi Jl^ndd frame hm 

To l^alty J unlearn' d; h(fnour untaught i 

Civility i not feen in another 'y knoivleige 

That wildly grows if^'Bimj^bufyieldr ittrop 

As if it had beenfovm. JVhA dftece of work f 

How nobk in faculty ! Infinite in reajhn! 

A combination and a form indeedy / ' 

TVhere ev^ry godiidfeem tofet lisfeaL 

Heanfn has him noW'^Yei kt hui^Hdolatrous fancy 

Still fanSiify his relicts ; and this duy' •^" 

Stand aye diftinguijh^d in the kalendar 

To the laJijyUalle of recorded time : 

For if -we take him but for all in all 

We ne^& jhall look upon his like again^ 



Numb, i8o. Thursday, June lo, 1756^ 

Tq yy. ^ITZ-ApAM» 

Sir, 

YP U have reading and experience enough 
to know, that feme x)f th^ grekteft 00137 
rnuits an4 xohyeniencies-of life owe their rife ^i 
inconfiderable beginnings ; an4-on the contrai;);^ 
the little abufes aiid mifbkes, by cphtlnu;^ .r^r 
petitions and;aggrav4itions, have grqwi) into ca^e 
lamities, which have feve(ely...exerqi^c(, ^' \vclj: 
the wifdotn,' as the pa;t1ence pf in^nWid;.^ In 
this light iti U hqp.ed the i^ViQ^mg pct^fM>..V# 
G 6 ' be 
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beconfidered. It was not drawn up bardy to 
amufe your readers for five or fix minutes^ but 
with a view to very important confequences that 
may pottibl^ be derived from it. Your labours 
fvmciently intimate that you confider your fpecies 
as one great family, of which you are a member^ 
and confequently under' an obligation to counte- 
nance every thin^ that has a tendency to its ad* 
vancement* It is for that reafon application is 
made to you» 

lam,. S IR^ 

Tour ccnfiant r^der ^ 
andhimbk'ftrvanU 

THE 

HUMBLE PETITION 

AtL THE LETTERS in tkb ALPHABET^ 
ErcEPT B AUD Q*. 

Sheweth^ 
Trat your petitioners cannot^, without gresfr 
violence lOi their modefty^ infift upon any uiing, 
that itiay reflect honour upon themfelves ; but 
the neceffity of the cafe will plead their excufej, 
and therefore- they beg leave moft hiunbty to re- 
prefent, that in conjunAion with £ and O^ tiiey 
^veb^Q^fer many 2^s, in a- great part, of the 
woild-, the only Aipport of the whole ihtercpuric 
ioi humaa^life*^ By them men hav^ been enabled 
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to converfe when they meet, and to communis 
cate their thoiights to each other at any diftance» 
By them the iocial virtues exift, are multiplied 
and improved^ to a degree npt eaiily conceived 
by thofe who, either . from ignorance, or a 
too conflant familiarity, are apt to contraft 
a fort of contempt for objeAs of the greateft 
life. 

The body which your petitioners almoft en-> 
tirely compofe, is known to confift of but few 
individuals ; and the buiinefs they are employed 
in is infinite : yet no tranfa6lion has ever fufFered 
from any defeft in them. Under proper direAion, 
they never fail to execute what is intended,, tho* 
in the courfe of their fervice, circumftances fre- 
quently occur of the niceft and moft deticate na« 
ture. By their intervention contending princea 
difpute their claims of empire. Upon them de» 
pend divines, ftatefmen, lawyers, and phyficians^ 
all profeffions, all trades ; and with their affiftance 
the beggar aiks his alms. An influence more 
cxteniive, more univerfal, is hardly to be ima<- 
gined : fo many and fo great ane the purpofes an-- 
fwered by your petitioners : a focie^ that docs 
more honour to the fpeciesj. diaa all others put 
toother. 

But the utiHty and fmportance of your peti- 
tioners have, for their foundation, a perfeA har-» 
mony and good toderftanding among themfelves;^ 
inafmuch as the leaft diflfention may prove of fa* 
tal confequence : for ihould any one of them 
withdraw his affiftance from the reft, their a£li- 
vity^ which qualifies them for all employments^* 
would in a moment ceafe, and they muft bcr 

come^ 
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COfnCf in the Q^iStctk fenfe of the words^ dead 
letters. 

' Nevertheless fo it is^ that cer^in perfons^ 
^i^hcr throueh folly or perverfenefs^ have opened 
a door to difcord, an enemy c;yer upon the 
watch, and t^at muft inevitably prevail, if a 
fpeedv and efie£iiud ftop be not put to a praf^ice^ 
which has for many years had its favourers in 
the greateft and moft police aiTeml^ly of this me-^ 
tropoiis. A thoufand witne0*es might be pro* 
duced to prove, that at every Ridotto, part of the 
company is feated at a round table, w^ich has a 
follow moveable circle in the ipiddle, with a cle- 
clivity from the center, and its circumiFerfence di- 
vided into little feparate cavities or cells, diftjn- 
guifhed by the letters E and O, placed over them, 
alternately : the hollow circle is put in rAotion, 
and a fmay ivory ball thrpwn upon it in a con- 
trary dir^aion, after feveral turns the inclina- 
tion of tbe fur&ce carries the ball down tpwards 
|he cavities prepared for its reception, in one of 
which, having rebounded feveral times, it at lail 
refts, and thp parties concerned-in this ipterefting; 
^vent fucceed or fail, as they chance to have 
chofen, pr not, the letter under which the ball 
happens to fettle, 

. Now, fir, the grievance coijiplained of by your 
petitionees is, that the game fhould be wholly and 
abfdlutely governed by E and O, and derive its 
name from thofe letters alone. All impartial judges 
will acknowiedge the preference to be an undue 
ope, fince all your petitioners are equally qualified 

!br the fcrvice, ready to undertake it, and have 
pirit enough to claim a ^are in the honour, 

ITherjk 
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. .ThiPL£ h indeed, and these muft of aeodEty 
i^ a piecedei^ceiatheoinderof tbeaiphaiictibut 
this has never yet been uadec^ood to dooote anj 
fuaerior excellence ; and grandi^ it did,' the two 
afiociatfs in power cannot avail themfelves of 
that circumftance, becaufe all who know their 
letters, and are capable of counting not quite 
twenty, will find the former of them in the 
fifth, and the latter in the fourteenth place. 
Lil^e other favourites therefore they have been 
advanced, not for their merit, but altogether 
from caprice. 

The diiadvantages of this pradice are evident 
to alL The few who are well eflablifhed in 
reading, by a perpetual and clofe attention to 
£ and O only, may entirely forget your peti- 
tioner's, and by that means lofe all the advan* 
tages of a learned ^ucarion; A§ tp t)>p maoy» 
who have every thing to learn, the danger is, 
that not <me of them will be prevailed on' tQ go 
a flep beyond O, which muft abfolutely defeiit 
thofe expedations which the public may have 
formed from the rifing geperaripn. 

Thb remedy for thefe evils is hoyrever eafy 
and certain : it is only to have the letters over 
the cavities made to f\ide on and off, and to pro* 
yide a compleat alphabet of them i then, begin- 
ning with A and B, let th^qi govern for a certain 
time ; ne^ C s^id D are to prefide, and in this 
manner a i^gular rot^pn i^to take place. The 
wfe of this contrivfuice muft be obvious to every- 
body, as a thpufaiid things might be taught in 
this way, which it would be hopejiiers to attempt 
in any other whatfocver* 

Your 
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Tomt petitioners, fubmitting the premiies to. 
your confideration, humbly pray fuw relief, us 
to your great wifdom Ihall feem meet*. 

A*. Op. 

C. D. 

F. G. 

H. I. 

K. L. 

M.N. 

P. Q. 

W. X. 
Y.X. 

KUMB» iSl^ TH0118DAY, JuHi I7, 1756^ 

IT has been remarked by certain wife philofb^ 
phers, that men are ftrangely apt to err in their, 
notions of good and evil, virtue and vice. They 
tell us that we have no adequate idea of thofe 
word's, but are continually miftakin? and con- 
founding them, calling good evil, and evil good^, 
virtue vice, and vice virtue. One of thefe philo* 
iophershas very lately difcovered that the content 
tions, misfortunes, and miferies of mankind are 
wholly owing to government and laws, and that 
a ftate of anarchy and confufion, where the weak 
are at the- mercy of the ftrong, and the fimple of" 
the cunning, is the onlyftate of concord, fecurity^ 
and happinefs.^ 

Akothxi^ 
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Another of thefe philofophers, who feems 
rather inclined to new-model governments than 
totally to fubvert them, has proved to the fatis- 
faftion of multitudes, that fraud, luxury, cor- 
ruption, and all the catalogue of vices (as men 
are miftakenly pleafed to call them) are the only 
means to make a community great, flourifhing, and 
happy ; and on the contrary, that frugality, tem- 
perance, (Continence, and the like, which are vul- 
garly termed virtues, tend finally to its deftruAion. 

For my own part, I was not philofopher 
enough in my you^h to inveftigate thefe deep 
truths J and now I am old, I find myfelf fo bi- 
gotted to former opinions, as not eanly to per- 
ceive that rapes, murderers, and adulterers are be- 
neficial to fociety, or that a ftate of nature is 
better calculated for the pr^fervation of property, 
or the eafe, peace, and happinefs of mankind, 
than government and laws. But left it fhould 
be faid of me, • that from the peevlfhnefs and 
obftinacy of a^, I am fhutting my eyes againft: 
the light, I will freely confefs that I am lately 
become a convert to fome other opinions, which 
I formerly held in equal dif-efteem. I had long 
accuftomed myfelf to look on Gaming as a vice; 
and as fuch I have frequently treated it in the 
courfe of thefe papers : but I am now fully con-' 
vinced of my error, and that I ought to have 
confidered it as a national virtue, and produdKve 
of more advantages to fociety than any other 
whatfoever. That my readers may entertain 
the fame opinion, I fhall here prefent them 
with a letter which I have lately received from 
a very ingenious correfpondentj whofe reafon* 

ing 
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ing upon this fubje£t is too conclufive to be op- 
pofed. 

To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I HOPE you will not think it inconfiflent 
with the manner in which you have propofed to 
condu£l your paper, to lay before the public die 
complaints of your correfpondents, relating to 
that part of the world you more immediately 
preflde over ^ efpecially as you have declared 
your dcfign to interpole, whenever the critical' 
emergencies of your country fhkll require your 
affiftance. 

You, who are acquainted with public pro- 
ceeidings, muft have taken notice of the addi- 
tional taxes that have been laid upon cafds and 
dice; bv which it is juftly apprehended, that 
the pronts arifing from the honourable occupa- 
tions dependent thereon will be greatly impe- 
ded. Whatever fatisfaftion gloomy and fple- 
netic minds (always difpofed to anticipate the 
ruin of the kingdom) may exprefs, I amire you 
I cannot help confidering this affair with the moft 

Eainful concern ; and I doubt not my reafons will 
e equally convincing to you. 
At a time when the perfidious enemies of 
pur country have rendered all foreign trade pre- 
carious ano uncertain, to what happier refources 
can we fly than the commerce of game ? By 
what means is the circulation of money, the lire 
and fpirit of trade, more fpeedilv promoted Y 
Wh^t other bjifinefs can boaff of luch large re- 

^ - - ., . turrisT 

i. ■■ 
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turns ? aftd.(with honour. be, it mentioned) what . 
debts in any other kind of commerce are more 
punfllually difchargedf How ftrongly do the 
various fluftuations of fortune inculcate forti- 
tude, coui:age, refignation, and a noble con- 
tempt of death ! virtues for which the proficients . 
in thl$ fcience have been greatly renowned, 
Wha^t better method could be found- out for. 
humbling the grandeur* and diminiihing the. 
overr-grown revenues of our nobility and gentry, 
than oy blending their manners and fortunes 
with the low^il of their fellow-creatures ? Nor 
is it. the leaft.praife, of this profeiEon, that the, 
fair fex are qualified, to make a figure in it, and. 
to exert thofe ftriking taljaits which we feemfo 
felicitous to exclude from many of the arts "of, 
life. By a cpnfbmt application to gaming, they, 
gradually wear oflF the killing brightnefs of thofe 
cyips, and the overpowering fplendour of thofe 
charms, which would otherwife be deflrudlive 
to. many thoufands of mankind. Hence they, 
are. taught kindnefs and condefcenfion, and ren- 
dered gracioufly acceffible to the company and 
careiles of ^woxy, adoring fwain. I . might ob- 
ferve farther, that while., the merchant and 
tradefmen are contraiQing a narrow avaricious 
turn of mind, a haughty, contempt, and a fuper- 
cilious air, the gallant fpirits who have efpoufed 
this genteel commerce, acquire an engaging 
freedom of converfation, a boundlefs generofityr 
of nature, and. an inimitable politenefs of man- 
xie^s. 

If the political advantages of gaming are de- 
manded of me, I anfwer, tl^t it fecures qujc 
money ipi thf l4ngd9tp) apd l^pfr i^^ ia perpetual 

' ' * circu^ 
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circulation. Can there be a more convincing 
demonftration of the dangerous confequences of 
foreign trade, than that the riches of the king- 
dom are exhaufted by it, and the national cur- 
rent wealth, according to the opinion of fome 
wife calculators, reduced from forty millions to 
twelve ? not to mention the importation of the 
various follies, fafhions, and poifons, which ex- 
pofe, infatuate, and deftroy fo many of our de- 
luded countrymen. Can any other argument be 
necefTary to procure an unlimited indulgence to & 
commerce, from whence fo many advantages 
fpring, and which is fo evidently conducive to the 
public good ? 

If it fhould be objeded, that many perfons of 
plentiful incomes are reduced to poverty by gam- 
ing, I fhould be glad to know what employments 
in life are totally exempted from misfortune, and 
how many bankrupts are recorded in our public 
chronicles, who defpairing to rife in the world 
by the vulgar method of trade, have had re- 
tour fe to this genteel profeffion, and quickly re- 
trieved their fortunes. 

It would be ea(y to mention many more cir- 
cumflances in praile of fo noble a commerce, if 
it was in the leafl necefTary : I doubt not of the 
concurrence of all men of genius and fpirit in 
thefe my fentiments ; I hope the legiilature will 
henceforward look with favour on an art, in which 
the politenefs, the morals, the conflitution,, and 
the riches of this kingdom are fo greatly con- 
cerned ; and inftead of difcouraging it with ie^ 
vere taxes, and heavy burthens, will contribute 
every thing to its advancement. To this end 
I cannot prefent you with a better propofiU, than 

" that 
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** that all thofe who can bring fufficient proof of 
** their having loft from one thoufand to one hun- 
*< dred thoufand pounds, fhall be maintained at 
** the public cxpence, and rewarded for their 
** pacriotifm, in facrificing their fortune fo dif- 
** intereftedly for the good of their coiTntry.'* 

If you (hall pleaie to communicate thefe 
thoughts to the public, end recomend them by 
fome arguments of your own, I fhall think you 
that friend of the world you pretend to be, and 
may poffibly give you fome future advices, whith 
may not be unworthy yoUr notice. 
I am. Sir, 

Totar Jmcere friend 

and hearty admirer . 

Jack Lovebox* 

Numb. 182. Thursday^ June 24, 1756. 

A Very fecetious friend of mine was obferv* 
ing the other day, that he could always 
difcover with great certainty the fhape, height, 
and complexion of any man's wife in company, 
by calling for his toaft. If he gives you a lean 
woman, depend upon it, fays he, his wife is a 
' fat one ; or if he drinks his bumper to a beauty 
of fine heig;ht and complexion, you may fafcly 
conclude tnat th^ lady at home is little and fwar-» 
thy, and fo on : for, continues he, I have ever 
found it to be true, that when a man has been 
married a full half year, he will be the confhnt 
admirer of all other women, in proportion as tliey 
differ from his own wife. 

5 I WI$H 



i. l66 T H E W O R L D. N* 182. 

I WISH with all my heart there was no colour 
of truth in this remark ^ but I am afraid that the 
wives of the generality of men^ like their other 
pofTefTions, are apt to pall a little upon their 
hands. Fine fortunes, nne houfes, fine gardens, 
and fine equipages, bring but little enjoyment to 
their owners i ipfomUch that yre are every day 
breaking the tenth commandment, by coveting 
eur neighbour's houjij our neighbour's wtfiy or any 
thing that is our netghhour'^s. 

Whence this perverfenefs of mankind arifes, 
I will not take upon me to determine. My friend, 
who never thinks enough to perplex himfelf, 
lays the fault upon human nature. He afferts, 
that men are in every refpe£l juft what they 
were intended to be, and that we have the fame 
reafon to be angry with a bear for not being a 

* man, as with a man for having the imperfections 
of one. 

That we are frail by nature is too certain a 
truth J but the comfort is, that He wha made us 
fo does not expefl: perfe&ion from usi and will 
pardon errors that do not proceed from' wilful 

' cprrUption, and obftinate difobedience. 

There is a humourous fable of the ancients 
upon the general frailty of mankind, which as 
1 have never feen in Englifli, I have ventured to 

. * modernize and tranflate for the entertainment of 

/.nay readers. • 

- . " Jupiter, after he had feized the throne 
V of Saturn, conquered the Titans, and made 
*♦ the univerfe his own, left the government of 

' ** this lower world, and the affairs of mankind, 

• •^ to the inferior deities. Each had his feparate 
: ** votaries, and no one was to interfere^ in the 

** depart- 
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.' «« department of another. Mars was captain- 
. «• general of the foldiery of all nations, Neptune 
. << was lord hi^h admiral, Bacchus prefided 
«< over clubs and feftivals. Mercury over trade, 
. ** Apollo over wit and phyfic, Minerva over 
! ** learning,: Venus and the Graces over beauty, 
] «*. Juno'over marriage, Diana over chaftity, and 
«' fo on. . 

'* In the firft ages of the world the affairs of 

** men feemed to be in a very flourifhing con- 

** dition; but the face of things began gradual- 

«« ly to change, till at laft a general depravity 

^< prevailed over the face of the whole earth. 

«• The gods^ finding themfelves uneiqual to the 

<< ta(k impoled upon them, and angry with man- 

** kind, petitioned Jupiter to take the gbvern- 

, *' ment of them into his own hands; but he 

*' frowned at their requefl, commanding them 

** to proceed as they had begun, ^nd leave the 

' «* confequences to hiqifelf. The deities, per- 

^ «• plexed at their repulfe, convened a council 

*• amon^ themfelves, in which it was agreed 

[ ** that they ihould draw up a fecond petition to 

. *• Jupiter, that for the better underftanding the 

** nature of mankind, they fhould have leave to 

** pay a vifit to the world, and to take upon 

** them for a time the feveral natures of their 

. ** votaries. Jupiter laughed, and cohfented >to 

*< their. petition, but wim this particular limita- 

. ** tion, that they fhould be entirely *dive(led .of 

. •' fupernatural powers, and that as tKey wercto 

«* perfonate mortals, they ihould be uibje<5l to 

•* their frailties. 

] ** The deities confented, to the will of Ju- 

\ •' piter, and having deliberated on* the ftveral 

*' parts 
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^* parts they were to aft, made their defcent up- 
<< on the earth. Mars bought himfelf a pair 
** of colours in the guards, and beins; a g^y 
** handfome young fellow, and a great ravounte 
** of the ladies, was quickly advanced to the 
^< command of a company. His equipage was 
«* the moft fplendid that could be imagined ; 6e 
«« dreffed, danced, gamed, and fwore to the ut- 
*« moft perfeftion; he knocked down watch- 
*' men and conftables, drew his fword upon 
** chairmen and waiters, laughed at the parfons, 
** bilked whores and hackney-coachmen, cheat- 
*• cd taylors and lacemen, ftormed towns at 
*< every tavern, and falutcd at the head of his 
*« company with inimitable grace. But having 
** unfortunately feduced the wife of his friend, 
** and being called out on the occafion,* he chofe 
•* to decline fighting, and was broke for cowar- 
** dice. 

*' Neptune was a hardy rough tar, and got 
•' early the command of a fixty-gun fliip. He 
« attacked the trade of the enemy with great 
** intrepidity, and took prizes of immenfc value, 
•* His prudence was equal to his courage ; inaf- 
•• much as his fhip was never known to fufi^r by 
*• the enemy's (hot, or a man to die on board 
** her of a violent death. But as Neptune was 
** now no more than a man, and therefore liable 
•* to error, he had the misfortune to miftake his 
*< Admiral's fignal to attack, for a fignal to flleer 
** off, and happening to have no intereft at 
** court, was difabled from fervice, and fent to 
** live upon his fortune. 

«* Bacchus was a country 'fquire, and a 
** great fportfman i he got drunk every day, and 

*• dc» 



^< debs^uched all the wives aod^ds^ghters of his 
^ tenants and neighbours; till being redqced 
•* by his extravagance, and driven to various 
" ftiifts, heatlaftdrew beer in a night-cellw: 
«' to hackney-coachmen and ftreet*walkers, 

*' Mercury was a linen-draper in the .city, 
*^ and. acquired a plentiful fortune by being three 
<* times a bankrupt ; but happening to be dif- 
« covered in a fourth attempt, he *was ftript of 
** all his wealth, and very narrowly cfcaped 
^^ hanging. He was afterwards captain of a 
<< gang of thieves, and at laft recalled to hea- 
*« ven from the condemned hold in Newgate. 

" Apollo commenced mortal in the charac- 
*« ter of a phyfician, and fo peopled the fhadcsi 
^' of Pluto with fouls, that the boat of Charon 
** became craay by their* weight. Jupiter grew 
'^ incenfed at his murders, and conunanded him 
« to begin the world again in. a more innocent 
^* calling. Apollo ob^ed, and became a wit.^ 
"^^ He compcied loofe fonnets and plays ; he li- 
<< belled the good, 'flattered the.bad, blafphemed 
*< the gods, and was patronized by the »:^t: 
^< but imhappily ftanding in.need of their af- 
*' f1ft4n.ce, Jthey withdrew their' favours, and 
** left him to ftarve in a garret on the bounty 
«« of bookfdlers. 

^^ MiHSRVA was a lady of fine parts and 
<< learning, but a great flattern. She never 
*^ iluck a pin in her clothes, nor changed them 
" till they wore out. Her linen was ftained with 
<« ink, her hair uncombed, her petticoats falling 
•* oflF, her flockings full of holes, and her feet 
*^ flip-ihod. She talked in fyllogifms, wrote in 
^< heroics, and marxied her footman* 
Vol. IV. H « Venui^ 



170 T H T: \W O R L 0. N* i8i. 

** Venus, who while a goddefs had- always 
** a hankering after mortal flefti and blood, was 
>* highly pleafed with this defcent upon earth. 
^< She affumed the form of a beautiful girl of 
*' fourteen, took lodgings in Covent-garden, 
*' and dealt out her favours liberally to all vi- 
** fitors. Her ftate of mortality was fo fuited 
** to her inclinations, that heaven and the god- 
** defs were never thought of, till the loS of 
•* her nofe made her figh for immortality. 

" Diana was a great prude all day, but 
<* had her Endymions by moon-light, it is rc- 
** ported of her, that fhe was eleven times 
♦* brought to bed, without being once able to 
** give the leaft probable guefs at the father of 
** the child. 

*' Of Juno it is only faid, that (he fcolded 
♦* feven hufbands to death 5 and of the Graces, 
.<* that they were exceeding neat girls till they 
♦* married, and fluts afterwards. 

** Having ftaid the limited time upon earth, 
** they were all fummoned to heaven,* in their 
** human forms and habits, to make their ap- 
*< pearance before the throne of Jupiter. Mars 
^* aijd Neptune made a tolerable figure, but 
<< looked a little fiiy. Bacchus had a blue 
*< apron on, and a ftrtng of pewter pots thrown 
** acrofs his fhoulder. Mercury appeared fetter- 
** ed and hand-cuffed ; he had a woollen cap 
^^ upon his head, a nofegay in his hand, and a 
** halter about his neck. Apollo was full-dreft 
** in a fuit of rufty black, a tye-v^ig, a filver- 
** hiked fwo.d, roll-up ftockings, deep ruffles, 
«' but 110 {hirt: his features were begrimed whh 
«* fnuff, and his mouth crammed with tobacco, 

*^ Ai 
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'* As Minerva approached to make her curtTy, 
** Jupiter held his nofe, and beckoned her to 
** keep aloof, telling her that for the future he 
'' would have no learned ladies upon earth, 
" Venus held her fan before her face, till Ju- 
** piter commanded her to uncover. He then 
'* enquired after her nofe, and alked if the gin 
** (he had drank that morning was right Hol- 
** land's. Diana complained much of a dropfy ; 
" upon which Jupiter laughed, and promifed to 
" fend Lucina to cure her ; adding, that he 
" hoped fhe had had good times. Juno looked 
'' angry at not being firft taken notice of, 
" which upon Jupiter's obferving, he gave her 
" a gracious nod, and aflured her that every one 
^' of her hufbands was. qiiiet in Elyfium. The 
*' Graces would have apologized- for their dif- 
*' habille, but Jupiter prevented them, and told 
" them with a fmile that he would have no 
^' marriages in heaven. He then reftored them 
" all to their divinities, and after ridiculing and 
*^ rebuking them for their murmurings and cu- 
*' riofity, difmiffed them to their feveral charges, 
^' telling them that they were now enabled to 
'' make allowances for the frailties and imper- 
*' fedions of human nature, having experienced 
" in their own perfons, that he had peopled the 
" world with Men, and not Gods." 



I 



Numb. 183. Thursday, July i, 1756. 

T was with great iatisfaAIon that I attended 

to the declaration of' war againft France, 

H 2 having 
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havii^ for above a twelvemonth psft beta &n- 
fibly hurt in my own private pr<^)erty by *the 
people of that nation. Yet iiijured as I nvas, I 
concealed my refentment while tfaexie was the 
leaft expeftation of peace, (hat it might not be 
faid of me, I had contr^utttd, \rf any com- 
plaints of my* own, to the involving my ooimtry 
in a hazardous and expenfive war. 

EvERY-BODY knows, that till within thefe 
two years, or thereabouts, it was a ^general 
fafhion for the ladies to wear hair >upon their 
heads ; and I had piqued myielf not a little on 
the thoughts tiiat thefe my papers had been of 
confiderable fervice towards curling the faid hair. 
I had indeed long ago difcovered, that very few 
ladies of condition could fpare time and atten- 
tion enough from the various avocations of drefs, 
vifiting, anemblies, plays, operas, Ranelagh and 
Vauxhall, to read over a paper that contained 
no lefs than fix pages in folio ; but as the de- 
mand for the World was ftill very confider- 
able, I contented myfelf with knowing that I 
Was every week adorning their heads, though I 
^uid not be permitted to improve their under- 
ftfthdings ; and it was a particular pleafure to me 
In all public aflfemblies, to think that the fineft 
faces^ there were indebted to the goodnefs of my 
paper for fetting them off. So long as the fa- 
fhion of hair continued (and to fay truth, I 
liever fo much as dreamed that it v^s fo foon to 
change) I depended on the cuftom of the fair 
and polite ; but by the inftigation of 'French 
hair cutters, whom the minifters of their mo- 
narque have fent to this metropolis in pure (pile 
to me, the ladies havebeein ^ei^«ld -to fo^ cAt 

their 
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their hair clofe to their temples, to the groat dir 
minution of the fale of thefe papers. 

It was formerly a very agreeable- amufemcnt 
to me to look in at Mr. E>odfley's on a Thurfday 
morning, and obferve the great demand for tbefe 
my lucubrations ; but though the fame demand 
continues among the men, I have frequently the 
mortification of hearing a fmart footmaQ deliver- 
ing a meffage in the {hop, '^ that bis lady defires 
•* Mr. Dodfley will fend her in ho more Wokuib, 
" for that (be has cut off her hair, and fhali 
** have no occafion for them any longer." * 

Nobody will, I believe, make the leaft doubt 
that my principal view in this work was to amend 
the morals and improve the underftandings of 
my fellow-fubjefts ; but I will honeftly confefa^ 
that ever fince the commencement of it, I have 
entertained fomc diftant hopes of laying up a 
fortune fufScient to fupport me in my old age; 
and as money is at fo low an intereft, I intend* 
ed making a fmall purchafe in fome retired and 
pleafant part of England, that I might have de-^* 
voted my labours to the cultivation of land^ 
after having weeded men's minds of whatever 
choaked the growth of virtue and good manners* 
This I do not yet defpair of effe<^ling, as I am 
not without hopes, that while we arc at open 
war with France, the ladies, will conceive fuch 
a diflike to the fafhions of their enemies, as to 
let their hair grow again. If this cannot fpee* 
dily be brought about, I muft be forced to ap- 
ply to the minifters for fome lucrative employ- 
ment, in return for that indulgence and com-, 
plaifance which I have at M times fhewn 
them. It is. impoffible for me to coi^ive that 
H 3 my 
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fny merits have been overlooked, though they 
have been hitherto unrewarded ; and I make no 
kind of doubt that I need only prefent myfelf at 
their levees, to be afked vvhat poft 1 would 
chufe. They do not want to be aflured that I * 
am as willing as able to aiiift them in all emer- 
gencies ; or, which is ftill better, to vindicate 
their coodu£b againft all oppofers, to ftifle cla- 
mours in their birth, to convert fears to hopes, 
complaints to approbation, and faction to con-^ 
cord. 

But as I do not at prefent recoiled any par- 
ticular poft of honour and profit that would bet- 
ter fuit me than another, and knowing that the 
abufers of an adminiftration are firft to be provid- 
ed for, I am willing to accept of a handfomc fum 
x)f money, till fomething elfe may be done : or 
if a feat in parliament, with a proper qualifica- 
tion, be thought neceffary for me, I entirely 
acquiefcf , as my eloquence in the houfe muft be 
of fignal fervice in all critical conjundhires. It 
would alfo be perfe£Hy agreeable to me if the 
government were to take off weekly twenty or 
thirty thoufand of my papers, and circulate 
them among their friends ; or if they objefl to 
fuch an expence, and fhould difcover no incli- 
nation to oblige me in any of the particulars 
above-mentioned, I humbly intreat, that in lieu 
of the depredations made upon me by the 
French hair-cutters, and in confideration of my 
firm attachment to his majefty's family and 
government, orders be immediately ifTued from 
the lord fteward's office^ the board of green- 
cloth, or elfewhere, that henceforward all the 
tarts, pyes^ paftry, and confe£Uonary of all kii)d 

what- 
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whatfoever, appertaining to his majefty*s. houfe- 
hold, be conftantly baked upon thefe papers- 
This would be making me fufficient amends, 
and greatly encourage me to continue this ufeful 
work, till a perfeft library might be made of it, 
which otherwife muft have an end before an hun- 
dred volumes can be completed. 

That the miniftry may entertainjuft notions 
of the efficacy of my good work, I (hall here 
prefent them with fome few of thofe offers, 
which are almoft daily made me by private perfons. 

A LADY who has lately opened a new bag- • 
nio in Covent-garden, aiiures me in a letter, 
that if I will do her the favour to reccommend 
ber in the World, I ihall not only have the 
run of her houfe, but every one of her ^oung 
ladies fliall be obliged to take in my paper as 
long as it lafts. A grocer in the otrand has 
fent me a pound of his beft tea, and promifes to 
wrap up every ounce he fells, as alfo all his 
fugars and fpices in thefe papers, if I will ho- 
nour him fo far as to make mention of him in 
any one of them. He adds in a poftfcript, that 
his wife and five daughters, who do a great 
deal of work, make all their thread-papers of 
Worlds. 

But a more material offer ftill, and which I 
have therefore referved for the laft, is contained 
in the following letter* 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam» 

Esteemed Friend, 

This is to acquaint thee th^t we are makers 

of pins on the bridge called London bridge, an«l 

that we have each of us given a coniuierablc 

H 4 portion 
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portiori of nkwicy fbr tBe good*wilI of the habi- 
Utlons wherein we make abode: but by an a£l- 
of tbe legiOature htiely pafl«d; the^ faid habita- 
tions are fpeedily to be pulled down, and their 
dwelkrr to ht forced to remove to other abod^. 
If tho»- art 10' the Icaft^ ac(juainted * with traffic,^ 
thou canft not be ignorant- of- the benefits* that^ 
accrue from an' old eftabliflicd'ihop, in a ftreet 
where tHe principal dealers- in aoy particular 
Gommodity are known to dwell ; inafmuch as 
when thou wanteft a filken garment for thy wife,^ 
thou wouldft repair to the habitations of Round 
Qourt orLudgatc hill; or if thy liftcti was rent^ 
tirou wouldft doubtlefs refort to Cheapfide or 
GornhjU ; in* like manner, if* thy helpmate or 
thy maidens wanted pins^ diou wouldft not fail^ 
if thou wert'wife, to take thy walk to Eondoa 
bridge, Biit by the aft* above-namedi thy friends 
are exikd from their dwellingaf, and compelled 
to fojoum in a ftrange ftreet, wherd even theit 
flames are unknown. We therefore requeft it 
of thee^ if the rulers of the land behold thee 
With regard, that thou wilt apply thyfelf fj«Bedilyr 
to obtam a repeal of this aft j wherein if thou 
fucceedeft;, we will buy up thy weekly labours: 
in reams, and ftick all our pins therein, fo that 
thy name (hall be known far and wide,, and thy; 
days profperouar in the land.. 

If thou art a well-wiflier t^ thyfelf, tho« 
wilt ufe thy beft endeavours for the iCbrvice oi 
Thy friends,, 

£PHR AIM Mi^Nil^nf, 

MAtACHY ShORTWITE,, 
Obadiah MipLINtJ, 

^MziifU\Hl40n<rptvi^ lie. SttK 
* - . - ^ * After 
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After dnly deliberating upon thi$ pipppfal^ 
I am inclined to trouble the government no far- 
ther at prefent than to requeft the repeal of thi^ 
a£l, which if they are fo kind a$ to. grant mc.% 
my papers will again find their way to the dref- 
fine-rooms of the ladies, in fpite of the intrigues 
of Prance, and her emifiaries the, hair-cutters*. 

Numb. 184. Thursday, July 8, 1756% 

I WAS always particularly pleafed with that 
fcene in the firfb part of Harry the fourth^ 
where the humourous fix John Falftaffj after up- 
braiding the prince with oeing the corrupter of 
bis morals, and refotving oa amendment, forms 
a very reafonabk wifh ** to know where a com- 
^ modity of good names may be bought." It 
bappens indeed a little unfortunately, that he 
immediately relapfbs into his old courfes, and 
enters into a fcheme for a robbery that nightj^ 
which he endeavours tp juftify by calling it hia 
TRADE : ** Why, Hal, fays he, 'tis my voca- 
♦* TiON, Hal : 'tis no sin for a man to la- 

" BOUR in his VOCATION." 

As often as this paflage has occurred to me^ 
} could not help thinking that if xye "Wtv^ to 
took narrowly into the conduct of mankind, wc; 
fliould find the fat knight's excufe tg have ^ 
more general influence than is ccmimonly ima- 

fined. It fliould feem as if there were certain! 
agrees of difhonefty, whi^h were allowable^ 
and that moft occupations have ackpowledgj^ 
ed latitude in one or more particulars^ whefd 
H 5 ^ mett 
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men may be rogues with impunity, and almoft 
without blame. 

It will be no difficult fafk to illuftrate the 
truth of this obfervation^ by fcnitinizing into 
the condudl of men of all ranks, orders, and 
profef&ons. This {hall be the fubjed of to-days 
paper; and I (hall begin, where it is always 

J^ood manners to begin, with my betters and 
iiperiors. 

• The tyrant, who to gratify his ambition, 
depopulates whole nations, and (acrifices the 
liv^s of millions of his fubje<Els to his infatiable 
^efire of conqueft, is a glorious prince. De.- 
STRUCTION is his TRADE, and he is only la- 
bouring in his VOCATION. 

The ftatefman, who fpreads corruption ovei; 
a country, and enflaves the people to enrich 
bimfelf, or aggrandize his mafter, is an able 
minifter ; OPPRESSION is his calling, and it 
is no fm in him to labour in his vocation. 

The patriot, who oppofes the meafures of 
the ftatefman ; who rails at corruption in the 
hdufe, and bawls till morning for his poor 
bleeding country, may, if admitted to a poft,^ 
adopt the principles he abhorred, and purfue the 
meafures he condemned : fuch a one is a tra.- 
PER in PoNnrER, and only labouring in his 

tOCATION. 

The condefcending patron, who, fond of 
ibilowers and dependants,^ deals out his fmiles 
to all about him,^ and ^uys flattery with pro- 
«ufe^ ; who fhakes the needy wit by the hand^ 
jand afTures him of his proteftipn one hour, 
and forgets that he has ever feen him the next,^ 

is a GREAT MAN I DECEIT is his VOCATION. 

I Th£ 
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The man in office, wbofe perquifites are 
wrung from the poor pittances of the miierable^ 
and who enriches himfelf by pillaging the widow 
and the orphan, receives no more than his ac- 
customed DUES, and is only labou&ing in 

his VOCATIOW. 

The divine, who fubfcribes to articles that he 
does not believe ; who negle& praAice for pro- 
feffion, and God for his Grace ; who bribes a. 
miflrefs, or iacrifices a fifter for preferment ; who 
preaches faith without works, and -damns all 
who differ from him, may be an ordiodox divine, 
and only labouring in his vocation. 

The lawyer, who makes truth falfhood, and 
falfhood truth ; who pleads the caufe of the op« 
prefTor againft the innocent, and brings ruin^p-^ 
on the wretched, is a man of eminence in the 
world, and the companion of honeft men. Ly- 
ing is his trade, and he is only labouring 
in his vocATioi^* 

The phyfician wlio vifits you three times a 
day in a cafe that he knows to be incurable ^ 
who denies his afliftance to the poor, and writes 
more fbr the apothecary than the patient, is an 
HONEST phyfician, and only labouring in his 

YOCATION. 

The fine lady of falbion, who piques herfelf 
upon her virtue,, perhaps a little too much ; who 
attends the fermon every Sunday, and prayers 
every week-day ^ and who if fhe flanders her beft 
friends, does it only to reform them, may inno- 
cently indulge, herfelf in a Httle cheating at 
cards ; fhe has made it her vocation. 

The tradefraan, who aflures you upon his 

honeft word that he will deal juftly with you ^ 

H 6 yet 



4a TS£ WCTRLIX. IS^a^ 

yet feib yoa bb ^etfl-coamiodities at die hi^fieff 
gneo^. slim exults at ovcr-reacbing you^ ts ar 
ocum MANy and only i.ABOVRiifG, in his vow 

: Thb infidei^ who fond of air eril famr, weaicb 
fob you of a religion that inculcates Tatue,. and; 
mfursr bappinefir as its reward ;. wkb laughs at 
an hereafter, and takes from vou tjie only expec* 
mtifln diat can make life enouraUey is a pbaIt- 
MH in TKUTHy and only uibovking m. hiff 

ioCATIONr 

Thx author, wte to inlbre ftfide to his worfcs^ 
throws out his flander againfl the gtood, and poir^ 
fxis the young and virtuous by tarn of wnton-^ 
Mis and indecency, is a weitbr of sf irit, and 
•nly LABOURING in his vocation. 

To take chara&ers in the grofs : the gameftery 
^irhb cheats you at play ; the man of pleafure, 
who corrupts the chaftity of your wife ; the friend^ 
who tricks you in a horfe ; the flewafd, who-^ 
defrauds you in his account*^ the bi^r, wha 
jobs you of 3rour wine ; the footman, who kesA9 
your linen ; the houfekeeper, who overcbar^ev 
you in her bills ; the gar<kner who fends yom 
fruit to market ; the groom, who ftarves your 
horfes to put their allowance in his pocket; in 
ihorty the whole train ' ot fervants, who impofe 
tq)on you in the feveral articles entniftcd to their 
€2ure, are only receiving .Aeir lawful fir* 
j^lsiTES, and labouring in tbeic vocA* 

TiONS. 

I KNOW but one kt of men, who ought 
commonly to be excepted in this general charge | 
latd tbofe are the ^rojeft^ars. The fcheines of 
all fochinenai:e uMdlytoo rosuuitie to impoft 

UfjQO, 



upon the credulity cf the woriJ j and not beiitg; 
able to -plunder their eittployers, they are lA' 
BouRiNG in their vocations to cheat onljr 
themfelves. 

I Would not be mifunderftcod upon this oc- 
cafion^ as if I meant to advife all people to be 
honeft, and to do as they would be done by in 
their feveral vocations : far be it from me to in* 
tend any fuch thing ; I am as well aflured as the;^ 
are that it would not anfwer their purpofes. The 
tyrant would have no glory without ccnquefts p 
his minifters no followers without bribes ; the 
patriot no place without oppoiition ; the man in 
eiice no pcrquifites without fraird ; the divine 
no pluralities without time-fervine 5 the lawyer 
no clients without lying ; the phjrhcian no prac- 
tice without apothecaries ; the tradefman no 
country-houfe without exaAing; the iine Hif 
no routs without cheating ; the infidel no fame 
without profelytes ; and the author no dinner 
without flander and wantonnefs : the gameftet 
would be undone ; the man of pleafure inaftivej. 
the gentleman-jockey would fell his horfe at half«» 
price ; and the fteward^ the butler, the footman^ 
the houfe-keeper, the gardener, the groom, and 
the whole train of fervants lofe their neceflary 
perquifites. 

The old maxim, that " honefty is the beft 
** policy,*' has been long ago exploded : but I 
am firmly of opinion, that the appearance of 
it might, if well put on, promote a man's in- 
tereft, though the reality muft deftroy it. I 
would therefore recommend it to perfons in all 
vocations (if it be but by way of trial, and for 
the novelty of the thing) to put on now-and-thea 
I the 
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the APPEARANCE of a little honefty* Moft men 
bave a natural did ike to be cheated with theic 
eyes open ; and though, it is the fafhion of the 
times to wear no concealment, yet to deceive 
behind the ma(k of intcgri^, has been deemed 
the mcft effc£lual methods To further this, 
end, the appearance of a fmall portion of re^ 
LiGioN would not be amifs; but I would by no 
means have this matter overdone, as it common- 
ly is. Going to prayers every day, or finging 
pfalms on a Sunday *in a room next the ftreet,. 
may look a little fufpicious, and Jet the neigh- 
bours upon the watch : nor would I adviie that a 
tradefman fhould ftand at the fhop-door with a 
prayer-book in his hand, or that a lawyer fhould 
carry the Whole Duty of Man ii) his bag to 
Weftminfter-hall, and read it in court as often as 
be fits down : there are other methods that may 
anfwer the purpofe of cheating much better. A 
yea and nay converfation, interrupted with a few 
lighs and groans for the iniquities of the wicked^ 
loud refponfes at church, and long graces at 
meals, with here and there a godly book lying 
in the window, or in places moft in fight, will be 
. of fingular utility ; and farther than this I would 
by no means advife. 

To all thofe gentlemen and ladies who follow 
no vocations, and who have therefore no imme- 
diate intereft in cheating, I would recommend 
the PRACTICE of honefty before the appear- 
ance of it. As fuch per fens ftand in no need 
of a cloak, I fhall fay nothing to them of religion, 
only that the reality of it might be ufeful to 
them in affliftions ; or if ever they fhould take it 
into their heads that they muft one day die, it 

• might 
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might poffibly alleviate the bitternefs of fo un-» 
common a thought. To do as they would be 
done by, would in all probability render tbenis 
happier in themfelves, and lead them to the en- 
joyment of new pleafures in the happinefs of 
othersL. 

Numb. 185. Thursday, July 15,, 1756. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

MY 'caie Is a little fingular, and therefore 
I hope you will let it appear in your pa- 
per. I Ihould fcarcely have attempted to make 
fuch a requeft, had not I very ftriftly looked over 
all the works of your predeceflbrs, the Tatlers,, 
Spectators and Guardians, without a poffibility of 
finding a parallel to my unhappy fituation. 

I AM not henpecked \ I am not grimalkined 'y 
have no Mrs. Freeman with, her Italian airs ; but 
I have a wife more troublefome than all three,, 
by a certain ridiculous and unneceffary devotioa 
that £he pays to her fether, amounting almoft to 
idolatry .^ When I firft married her, from that 
fpecious kind of weaknefs which meets with en- 
couragement and applaufe, only becaufe it is call- 
ed good-nature, I permitted her to do whatever 
fhe pleafed ; but when I thought it requifite to 
pull in the rein, I found that her having the bit 
in her teeth, rendered the ftrength of my curb of 
no manner of ufe to me. Whenever I attempt- 
ed to draw her in a little^ (he toffed up her head,^ 

fnorted,, 
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fiiorted^ pranced^ and gare herfelf fuch airs» that 
Unlefs I let her carry me where (he plealed, my 
limbs, if not my life, were in danger. The 
love of power is inherent in the difpdGtion of 
womankind : and I do not pretend that her va- 
pours, hyfterrcsj low-fpirits, or whatever elfe 
the learned are pleafed to call them, are not 
equalled by thoufands of married women in thefe 
melancholy kingdoms : but the father, the 
FATHER is the point which diftinguifhes me 
from the reft of my brethren. 

This old fellow is of a moft capricious, un- 
equal temper, and, like the fatyr in the fable^ 
blows hot and cold in the fame breath. S<nne- 
times he is very fond of me and my fhends,. and 
at ether times he will not fu^ us to lode at 
him. In whatever mood the old gentleman thinks 
lit to appear, in the. fame mood madam his 
^ughter difpenfes her pouts and frowns, or her 
ftni&s and good humour. Whatever fhape old 
Proteus puts on, Cabera, his daughter, puts 
on the fame. I call him Proteus, becaufe tho* 
I have known him many years, I have never 
known him a week together in the fame form. 
He is vapouriih ; fo is his daughter : he is a 
quack ; fo is his daughter : one day he is an ceco- 
nomift, even to. the greateft degree of avarice j 
the daughter alfo has her days of frugality and 
improper thrift. Sometimes he is profufe, and 
a violent fquanderer ; after thefe fits my purfc is 
fure to fuffer moft cruelly. Sometimes he is proud,, 
fometimes he is humble ; his daughter follows 
him clofely in each of the two extremes. In 
fliort, fir, both father and daughter praflife moire 
changes than Harlequin in. the Emperor of the 
' Moon« 
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Moon. Judge then what figure a hufband muft* 
make, who is indifpenfibly oWiged to conform? 
with all thefe mletamorphoies. 

Last fummer, though a cold one, Proteus: 
t>bok it into his head to dine in his cellar : and as 
we arrived at my country-houfe, our cellar al- 
io was immediately announced to be our eating 
parloun Mjr neighbours tried the experiment 
once, in hopes- perhaps of being made fuddled, 
contrary to my ufual cuftom ; but that not being 
the cafe, they never offered to return again ; nq, 
not even the curate of the parifb, who declared* 
he vw)uld'drink: bumpers in my cellar as long as 
I' pleafedjjpbut he could not eat there and^ fipf 
thiniHe-fulls, though he were fure to dine eveiy 
day on a pafty, or a haunch of venifon. Sa 
that my wife and I, for three months togetherj» 
ditied like king Pharaoh, amidft frogs and dark- 
nefs : nor had we any. other companions than th^ 
ieptiles that crawled out of the walls, as ima- 
gining, their territories invaded: But my wife 
endured every inconveniency with amazing pa- 
tience, becaufe flie had heard her father fay, that 
this was the beflr method to drink iced liquors, 
without being at the expence of an ice-houfe. 

East winter, I was ftill put to greater hard- 
ftips; Proteus, who feme time ago travelled 
abroad, neither for* health nor improvement,, 
but merely in fearch of that philolbpher's ftone 
called Taste, declared that in Italy no noble- 
9ian's houfe had a chimney in any room except 
tjic kitchen ; and he added, that as it was an ex- 
ample which he refolved to follow, he hoped it. 
might be fo relifhable to his friends, that they 
would cut offthut exccflivc dear article of liringi. 

and 
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apd expend their coal-money in buildings, fta- 
tues, or lakes. The word was no fooner given, 
than my wife bricked up every chimney, ex- 
cept the kitchen chimney, in my houfe ; and 
in January (though we were permitted to have 
little earthen ftoves in our chambers) the cold 
was fo intenfe, that my little boy Tommy died 
of the whooping cough ; and I myfclf caught an 
ague, which lafted four months, and brought 
upon me an apothecary's bill, amounting to 
ninety pounds for drugs, which were indeed 
much fuller of taste than I deliredr 

The furniture of my houfe, and the (hape of 
my gardens, have been changed at leail ten times 
over J yet if you were to judge, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
from the conftant converfation of my wife and 
her father, you would pronounce them the beft 
ceconomifts in Europe : and fo they are, in fmall 
beer, oil, and vinegar* 

Though I always avoid excefs of drinking 
when at home (my tather-in-law, fmce my mar-, 
riage, having been remarkably fobcr) yet it is my 
misfortune, and I confefs it is a fault, to go now- 
and-then to the tavern, and there to exceed the 
ftri£l limits of fobriety.. It is impofllble, among 
jovial companions, not to indulge a vein of eaie- 
ty ; the effe£t of which is, that at night I am 
apt to dagger towards the nuptial bed a little too 
heavily loaded with liquor* The night is &or- 
cd away in oblivion ; but oh ! when the morn- 
ing approaches, and I awake and open my eyes, 
what a face of anger do I behold ! and what 
dreadful peals of conjugal thunder do I bear I 
Thofe peals commonly end with a louder clap 
than ordinary, in words to this piu-pqfe, ** Ah I 

** Mr* 
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*' Mr. Tamedeer, Mr. T^medeer, is this the 
** reward for all my tove and kindiiefs ? Have L 
*' quitted my dear father for the embraces of a fot I 
'* When was that good old man ever difguifed in 
** liquor ?" To this I might reply, if I dared ta 
make an anfwer, that indeed he is fo often dif- 
guifed out of liquor, he ought never to be difguif- 
ed in it : and I might alfo add, that he is moft 
injurioufly flandered, if fome five-and -twenty 
years fmce, he did not drink, fmoke, and go 
through the et caetera as well as the beft of us. 

If I ofFend or rebel in any one point, and 
indeed I ofFend and rebel in very few, my wife 
immediately applies to my father-in-law, and I 
am ordered to alter my conduft, and to fubmit 
properly to judgments far fuperior to my own. 
Thus is my cafe (my wife's virtue always ex- 
cepted^ far more deplorable than Barnaby BrLttle's 
in the play j nor have I the comfort appendant 
to fir John Enville, Knt. in being married to a 
\mman of quality. That circumftance at leaft 
might have proved an ingredient to fatisfy my 
pride. 

This uneafy fituation, which I have dcfcribed 
with exaA truth, has occafioned me to ruminate 
continually upon fome method of relief. None 
occurs to mQ, except a formal divorce. You 
will a(k what caufe can be allcdgcd ? fincc there 
is not the leaft fhadow of proof either of adultery, 
iil-ufage, or, any other matrimonial mifdernea- 
nor. True. But cannot I prove a prior mar- 
riage ? Was not flie married to her father, to 
all outward appearance, long before flie went 
with me to the altar ? Does not that marriage 
evidently continue^ without any otkcr breach^ 

thabi 
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dan having a fecond hulband in points where 
the firft hun>and does not care to meddle ? Is ihe 
not more obedient to her firft hufbai^d than her 
ftcond ? Has ihe filled, as^ (he ought, her vow 
•f matrimony to mc ? Whom does ihe obey ? 
not me, but her father. Whom does ihe honour ? 
not me, but her father. May not I hope there- 
fore to be relieved in any judicial or ecclefiiaftical 
court in England ? 

Your opinion fully ilkted upon this caie 
would encourage me to go on, or difcourage me 
from proceeding; If I' cannot be relieved by law 
or equity, I will try to fummon up courage to 
fight my father-in-law. I know he is a coward^ 
but then I am under apprehenfions, that the jade 
has difcovered to him that I am a greater coward 
than himfelf. At all events,. Mr» Fit^-Adam^ 
let me have your advice, becaufe I am 
Tour conftant reader^ 
^and admirei\ 

Thomas Tambdeb*^ 

Numb., 186. Thursday^ 7»^ 22, i756» 

To Mr. FiTz-Ai>AM. 

Sir, 

I AM the fame clergyman who troubled yoit 
with an account of his misfortunes in your 
j)aper. Numb. XXXI, and am indebted- to your 
kind publication of that letter for the eaie and 
happinefs which, with only one fingle interrupt 
tion, I have enjoyed ever fince» My .uncom-» 

mon^ 
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-mon, and I hope I may iky, unmerited diftrefie$f 
recommended me to the notice of a noble lord, 
vrho called to fee me at my lodgings, brought 
me home to his lordihip's own'houfe, and ho* 
noured me fo far as to make me his domeftic 
•chaplain. His lordihip's regard for me was fo 
truly fmcere, that he married me foon after to 
my lady's woman, a young perfon of admirable 
beauty and virtue, and a gr^at favourite of my 
lord, becaufe, as his Lordfliip ufed to tell me, 
-file was a clergyman's daughter, and, for what 
•reafon he knew not, extremely hated by his 
lady. But my good fortune did n«t end here : 
his lordfhip, whofe nature is never to be tired 
with doing good, was fo very obliging as to take 
us a little houfe, ready fumiihed, in a retired 
and pleafant part of the town, paying the rent 
of it himfelf, and making us conhderable pre- 
sents from time to time : he was alfo fo very 
condefcendin^ as to fpend two or three evenings 
in a week with us, and frequently to take my 
wife with him into the chariot for an afternoon s 
-airing, as fhe had the misfortune, foon after our 
marriage, of labouring under an ill ftate of health, 
which, as we all feared, would terminate in a 
"drc^fy. 

His lordfhip was flill 'kinder to me in other 
^^ffairs, infomuch that in lefs than two months af- 
*ter our marnage, he lent me into the wefl, witli^ 
thirty guineas in tny pocket, to fupply the place 
of a worthy clergyman, whom my lord had fent 
for to town upon particular bufinefs ; and be- 
caufe the ill health of my wife required a little 
country air, his lordfhip propofed taking lodgings 
for her -at Knightfbridge. during my abfence, 

where 
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where {he was daily to be attended by his own 
phyfician. 

At the end of fix weeks his lordfbip was 
pleafed to recall me to town, where I had the 
incxpreffible fatisfa£lion of finding my wife re^ 
turned to her houfe, perfeftly cyred of her dif- 
order, with only a little palenefs remaining from 
the violent remedies prefcribed to her by her 
phyfician. -I had the additional happinefs of find- 
ing his lordlhip with my wife, waiting my return, 
and to be honoured with his thanks for the faith- 
ful difcharge of my trufl, together with a pro- 
mife of the very firft living that Ihould fall with- 
in his gift. 

I MENTION thefe things, fir, to the honour of 
my noble benefaftor, who ever fince my marri- 
age, which is nov/ three years ago, has been la- 
vifhing his favours upon me; who has been fo 
very condefcending to fland godfather in per- 
foii to my two children, and to take every op- 
portunity of making me happy by his vifits. But 
I am not entering into a particular detail of the 
pleafures I enjoy : I have another motive for 
troubling you with this letter. 

His lordfhip, the beginning of this month, was 
pleafed, amongft the many inftances of his good?- 
nefs, to procure for me a chaplainfhip in one of 
the regiments now in Scotland ; and as my at- 
tendance was immediately necefTary, and my 
wife too fax gone with child to think of going 
with me ; as foon as I had prepared every thing 
for my journey, I fent an advertifement to the 
Daily Advertifer in the following words. 

** Wanted, an agreeable companion in a 
*' pofl-chaife to Edinburgh. Enquire for the 

" re- 
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«' reverend W. B. at the Green-Park cofFec- 
*' houfe, Piccadilly. Note, the utmoft expcdi- 
'' tion will be neceflary." 

The next morning, as I was reading a news- 
paper in the cofFee-room, I heard a young gen- 
tleman, of a very modeft and decent appearance, 
enquiring at the bar for the reverend Mr. W. B. I 
told him that I was the perfon, and calling for a 
couple of difhes of coffee, we fat down together, 
and entered upon the fubjefl of the advertifement. 
He affured me, that if his friends did not flatter 
him, he was a very agreeable companion ; that 
he had bufmefs of confequence to tranfa<Sl: at 
Edinburgh ; that he was particularly pleafed to 
find by the advertifement that I was a clergyman, 
having a great veneration for gentlemen of that 
function ; that he had entertained thoughts of 
becoming one himfelf, was a near relation of 
the bifhop of ***, and though young as he ap- 
peared, he was never fo happy as when engaged 
in ferious converfation with a worthy divine. He 
was^ pleafed to add, that he faw fomething in my 
appearance which entitled me to that charafter, 
and that he did not doubt of being greatly edified 
during fo long a journey. Many civilities paffed 
on my fide in return ; and in the end it was 
agreea that we fhould fet out that very evening 
at fix o'clock. He was punftual to his appoint- 
ment, with a fervant on horfeback, leading a 
handfome gelding for his mafter, who with two 
young gentlemen, his friends, were waiting for 
me at the inn. I could not help obferving, while 
the chaife was getting ready, that thefc young 
gentlemen were taking a good deal of pains to 
Sifle a laugh, which on our ftepping into the car- 
riage. 



i 
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riagc, they were no longer able to contain : but 
I made no remarks upon their behaviour, and we 
fet out upon our journey. 

We reached Ware that night, without ^riy 
thing happening worthy of remark, except that 
we were ftopt upon the road by two young gen* 
tlemen on horfeback, and. interrupted in a very 
ferious converfation, by their faluting my com- 
panion with ** Z ds. Jack ! what playing 

** the fiint, and travelling to heaven with a 
** parfon !" My fellow-traveller gave them a 
. look of contempt, and after afiuring them that 
he had not the honour of knowing them, and 
pulling up the glafs, ordered the poftillion to 
drive on. 

Our evening at Ware was fpent in remarks 
on the diiTolutenefs of the times,, and the inde- 
cent liberties that wild and profligate young fel- 
lows were every where taking with tne clergy. 
After much ferious difcourfe, and moderate re- 
frefliment, we retired to reft. I ilept longer 
than ufual in the morning, and no fooner was J 
awake than I difcovered, with equal confufion 
and furprize, that I was in bed with a woagiaD, 
who, as I attempted to get up, threw her arnjs 
about my neck, and compelleid me to lie down. 
The ftruggle and the noife I made upon this.oc- 
cafion, together with the fcreams of the woman, 
who ftill held me faft, alarmed the whole inn, 
and drew a crowd of fpedlators into tbie room, 
headed by my companion, and followed by a 
foldier, who called himfelf the hufband of the 
woman, fwearing that he would have my hearths 
blood for corrupting the chaftity of his wife. . I 
pleaded my innocence to an unbelieving audi- 
ence. 
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ence, while the woman accufed me of having 
forced her againft her will : pretending that it 
was her misfortune over-night to be a little in li- 
quor, and that fhe had miltaken the room I lay 
in for her own* 

To dwell no longer than is needful upon this 
difgraceful affair, I was in the end compelled to 
give a guinea to the foldiej, and afterwards to. 
iubmit with patience to the infults of a mob, 
who furrounded the inn at our entrance into the 
poft-chaife, and followed it with hooting^ to the 
very extremity of the town. 

From the paflive behaviour of my compa- 
nion at the inn, and the demure looks that he 
now put on, I began to harbour a fufpicion of 
him not greatly to his advantage j and while I 
was deliberating in what manner to addrefs him, 
an accident happened, which at once threw him- 
off his guard, and difcovered to me, thatinftead. 
of an agreeable companion, I was travelling 
with a h-nd. This accident was thefudden 
and violent over- turning of the poft-chaife- j upo|i 
which occafion, though neither of us was hurt, 
he difcharged fuch a volley of curfes on the. po-. 
flillion, as made me tremble to hear him. i en-, 
deavoured to pacify him by the gentleft admoni- 
tions, which inftead of calming his anger, turned- 
it all upon myfelf ; and amidft a thoufand Q^ths« 
and imprecations, he vowed revenge upon my 
headj telling me that he hated a parfon as he 
hated old mc ; that he had bribed the foldier's 
whore to go to bed to me at the inn, and that 
he came out upon no other bufmefs than to play, 
the devil with me all the way. I ftood agbaftat* 
what I heard, and refufed getting into. the chaife . 

Vol. IV. I again J 
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again ; upon which a ftruggle enfued, and blows 
paiTed between us ; till by the affiftance of his 
fcrvant, and the knavenr of the poftillion, whom 
he gained over to his nde with a whole handful 
of hlver, I was thruft into the chaife, and com- 
pelled to go on. 

We had foarcc travelled a mile before we 
overtook a couple of gypfies upon the road ; one 
an old woman, the other a ^irl. They were all 
over rags and filth, and fo mtoxicated with li- 
quor, Aat they reeled at every ftcp. My com- 
panion called to the poftillion to ftop, and after 
queftioning thefe wretches about the way they 
were going, got out of the chaife, and told me, 
that 1^ could not in charity fet lolling at his eafe, 
while two of the tender fex were walking bare- 
foo^ on the road ; and that if I had no weighty 
oi>je£lions, he would make the old lady an offer 
off his feat, and mifs, as he was pleafed to call 
her, misht with great conveniency fit upon my 
knee. It was in vain for me to expoftulate, or 
to atfelnpt leaping after him : his fervant held 
me faft by the arm, while the majfter with ^reat 
gravity and ceremony handed the creatiires mto 
the cnaife, and then mounting his horfe, rode 
clofe by its^ fide, talking obfcenity to the wretches, 
and inftru^ng them to behave to me in a man- 
ner |iot to be endured nor defcribed. 

In this manner v/t pafled through the villages, 
tod entered Rc^fton ; the poftillion being ordered, 
to walk his horfes gently to the inn, that we might 
be followed by a mob, whom my companion, 
called to-at every turning to fmoke tne paribn and 
his doxies. 

^ I mrr 
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I STEPT from the chai(e amidft the hallooing. 
of the rabble, and ran into a room, the door of 
which I locked. Here I determined to remain, 
or to fly to the magiftrate for prdteftion, had n6t 
my tormentor made his appearance at the window, 
telling me that as the joke was now at an end, 
and as he believed I had had enough of an agreeable 
companion, he had altered his mtention of vifiting 
Scotland, and fhould return to town that 
morning. I thanked him for the favour, but 
kept clofe to my room, till I faw him with hh 
fervant ride out of the inn, and take the road to 
London. I then ordered fome refrefhment to be' 
brought me, and apoft-chaife to be in readinefsj 
but how great was my aftonifhment, when 
feeling for my purfe, which contained forty 
guineas at my fetting out, I found that my 
pockets had been rifled, and that I had not lo 
much as a brafs farthing left me. 

As it was no doubt with me that the gypfies 
had robbed me, I made immediate enquiry after 
them, but learnt that they had difappeared on our 
arrival at the inn ; and though the mod diligent 
fearch was rnade fgr them, they were no where .tii 
be found. 

It was now impoffible for me to proceed ;. I 
therefore determined to be where I was, till I 
could receive a frefli fuppW fronk my wife^ to 
whom I difpatched a mefienger with a letter^ 
letting forth ^ large M die el uddes I had met 
with. 

When the melTenger was gone, it octnfted to 

Rie, thi^ however Hi my Companioil had ufed 

me, he could not be bale enough to coneclt 

this robbery with the: ^pfies^ mi^ therefof^ 

I 2 migkt 
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might be inclined to make up my lofs, upoii 
knowing that I had fuftained it. For this re^on 
I determined once more to tranfmit my com- 
plaints to the World ; that if the young gen- 
tleman has any one principle of honour remain- 
ing, he may fend to Mr. Dodflcy*s the fum I 
have been defrauded of. My demand upon him 
is for feven-and- thirty guineas, which unlefs he 
pays within fix days after the publication of this 
letter, I will forthwith print his name in the 
news-papers, and proclaim to the public the in- 
juries he has done me. 

I HAVE another reafon for giving you this 
trouble, which is, to caution all gentlemen for 
the future againft advertifing in the papers for an 
AGREEABLE COMPANION in a poft chaife ; as it 
confoles me not a little, that I am enabled to 
make other people wife, even by my own mif- 
fortunes. 

I am. 
Sir, 

George Innat ^'"^ f^^ r ^,.^1 r . 

Royflon, ond mojt faithful fervatit^ 

J^y 16,4756. W. B. 

Numb. 187. Thursday, July7.c)^ 1756« 

To Mn Fitz-Adam, 

Sir, 

A MONG all the grievances that your cor- 

A\ refpondents have from time to time laid 

before you, I have met with no one Qtuation that 

7 bears 
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tears any likencfs to my own, or that defervc^ 
yotH--<rbmpaffion and advice half fo much. I aiu 
the brother of four fifters^ am the cldeft of my 
family, ajreeman of the city of London, and by 
trade a fhoemaker. My father enjoyed a fmall 
place at court, which i believe, one year with 
another, brought him in about a hundred and 
fifty pounds. My mother -was defcended from 
the third or fourth coufin of an attainted Scotch 
peer, was a lady's woman when my father mar- 
ried her, and brought with her a very large portion 
of p*ride, virtue, and fine breeding. My fa- 
ther,^ who before his marriage had held up his 
head very high as a courtier^ was now of greater 
confequence than ever, in the thought that by 
this happy match he had allied himfclf to nobi- 
lity. My mother indeed had one great mortifi- 
cation to furmount, which was, that fhe had not 
only contaminated her blood by marrying a ple- 
beian, who was formerly a broken tallow-chand- 
ler in the city, but had changed her illuftrious 
maiden name for the coarfe and vulgar appella- 
tion of Mrs. Laycock. She comforted herfelf 
however, on the firft appearance of her preg- 
nancy, that fo odious a furname fhould be quali- 
fied in her children with the genteeleft and moft 
elegant chriftian names that hiftory or romance 
could poilibly fupply. My father approved the 
thought ; and no fooner was I a fortnight old, 
than 1 was cbrifl^ned with great pomp and gran- 
deur, by the name of Ptolemy. My eldeft 
fifter, who came into the world a year after, was. 
called WiLHELMiNA Charlotta, the fecond 
Penthesilea, the third Teljbthusa, and the 
fourth HoNORiA* There was alfo^ fecond fon» 
I 3 who 
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who died within the month, cfariitened Aga- 

^AEMNOK. 

We were all of us trained up to regard thefe 
names as marks of fuperiority over other children, 
and fuch as would one time or other moft cer- 
tainly make our fortunes. If mafter Ptolemy 
was naughty, he was not chid as a vulgar child, 
but admoniflied with all the gentlenefs and for- 
bearance due to fo illuftrious a name. If mifs 
WiLHELMiHA Charlotta, or her fifters mifs 
Penthesilea, mifs Telethusa, or mifs Ho- 
NORJA forgot to hold up their heads, or were 
caught at romps with the boys, they were put in 
mind of their names, and inftrudled to 2l& up to 
them. Our drcfTes were, if pofiible, as fantaftic 
as our names, and the formality of our behaviour 
was of a piece with both. And though we were 
the plaineft children in the world, and had not 
the leaft probable chance of receiving a fmgle 
Ihilling to our portions, we were train^ up to 
pride and idlenefs, and to turn up our nofes at all 
the Dicks, Toms, and Harrys, the Sukeys and 
Pollys, that were our fuperiors in the neighbour- 
hood. 

The ncceflary expences to fupport all this pride 
and folly, were more than could be fpared from 
the narrow income of my father ; and mafter 
Ptolemy, who was now eleven years old, muft 
have been as totally uneducated as the mifies his 
fifters, if my father's brother, who was a repu- 
table Ihoemaker in the city, had not taken mc 
Into his care, and fent me to St. PauPs fchool at 
his own expence* To this accident of my life I 
owe my efcape from ruin. I was callea king 
Ptolemy by all the boys, and fo laughed at for 

my 
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my importance, that I foon grew afliamed of my 
name ; and at the end of three years, when my 
mother thought it high time for me to return to 
oourt, I chofe to accept of an offer my uncle had 
made me of becoming his apprentice, and enter- 
ing into partnerihip with him when my time was 
expired. My father's confent was pretty cafily 
obtained, as he found himfelf in an ill flate of 
health, and unable to provide for roe : but my 
mother was inexorable. She confidered that my 
great name would but ill fuit with fo low a call- 
ing ; and when fhe faw me determined, flie told 
me in a flood of tears at parting, I was the fu:ft 
Ptolemy that ever made flioes. 

For. my own part, I had been fo humbled at 
fchool about my name, that I never afterwards 
wrote more than the firft letter of it : and as P 
very luckily looked more like Philip than Pto- 
lemy, I have efcaped the ridicule that would 
otherwife have been thrown upon me. 

At the end of my apprenticefhip my uncle 
gave me his only daughter in marriage, and dy- 
ing foon after, I fucceeded to his trade and efleiSts, 
and to a fortune in good debts and money, to the 
amount of four thoufand pounds. 

My mother, who had never thoroughly re- 
covered the fhock of her fon Ptolemy's dif- 
grace, died a few months after my uncle, and 
my father following her this fummer, leaving to 
my fiAers no other fortune than their names, 
which to my great forrow has not been quite fo 
current in the world as to enable them to live 
upon it. To be as {hort as I can, they were all 
thrown upon my hands, and are like to continue 
I 4 with 
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with me as long as I live. But the misfortune id« 
that to keep my fifters from ftarving, I nmft be- 
come a beggar myfelf; for the expences they 
bring, and the nothing they do, will not fufiw' 
me to go on. By their dr.eUes, their names, and 
the airs of quality they give themfelves, I am 
rendered ridiculous zm6ng all my acquaintance. 
My wife, who is a very plain good woman, and 
whofe name is Amey, has been new-chriftened, 
and is called Amelia i and my little daughter, a 
child of a year old, is no longer Polly, but Maria. 
They are perpetually quarrelling with one another 
about the faperiority of their nimes j and becaufe 
the eldeft fitter has two, and the others but one, 
they have entered into a combination to rob her 
of both, and almoft to break her heart, by calling 
her mifs Laycock. 

I HAVE fhewn them tile impoffibility of my 
maintaining them much longer, and, as tenderly 
as I was able, propofed theij* going into fervice : 
but they told me with the utmoft indignation, 
that whatever a fhoemaker in the city might ima* 
gine to the contrary, the names of Wilhel- 

MIMA ChARLOTTA, PfiMTHESILBA, TeLE- 

THUSA, and Honoria, were by no means fer- 
vants names, and unlefs I found myfelf inclined to 
make a better provifion for them, they fhould 
con tin ue where they were. Nay, my youngeft 
filter, mifs Honoria, who thinks herfelf hand- 
fome,^ had the impudence to tell me, that if ever 
Ihe cojidefcended to let out her perfon for hire, 
it fliould be for other ufes than thoie of a fervant : 
to which mifs Telethusa was pleafcd to add, 
that indeed (he was entirely of mifs. HonoriaV 

opiniouj^ 
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opinion ; for that the fin of being a miftrefs wa» 
not half fo (hocking to her as the fhame of being 
a fervant. 

You will judge, fir, how defirous I am to ri<f 
the houfe of them, when I tell you that I have 
even oftered to take a (hop for them at the court 
end of the town, and to give each of them a^ 
hundred pounds to fet up with in any way they 
fhould choofe : but their great names, forfooth,. 
are not to bs ppoftituted upon (hop-bills,, whatever 
their brother Ptolemy, the (hoemaker^^ in' his 
great zeal to ferve them, may pleafe humbly to 
conceive. Yet with thefe truly great names, 
that are not to be contaminated by trade or fer- 
vice, they have condefcended to' rob my tilt 
two or three times ; and no longer ago than laflr 
week, when I caught my eldejl fitter in the faQ-^ 
(he told me with great dignity, that it became her 
brother Ptolemy to blufh,. at laying her under 
the neceflity of doing an aftion that was fo much^ 
beneath her. 

I HAVE laid the whole affair before the minifter 
of the pari(h, who has taken a great deal of pains^ 
to reafon them into their (enfes, but to ncf^ 
purpofe ; and unlefs you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, wha 
are a travelled man,, can dired them to any part 
of the globe,, where great names^ great pride^. 
great indolence, and great poverty are the only 
qualifications that men look for in a wife, 1 
muft (hut up (hop in a few days, and leave mifs- 
WiLHELMiNA Charlotta, and' the othej^' 
mifles her fitters, with their illuftrious names, to* 
go begging about the ffreets. If yoa know of 
any fuch place, and will do 'me tne favour tt^ 
I 5 m€Atio»: 
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mention it in your next Thurfday^s paper, you 
will favc a whole family from ruin, and infinitely 
oblige. 

Sir, 

Tour mo/l Jorrofvful 
humble fervant^ 

. P. Laycock* 

The cafeof mycorrefpondent i$, I confefi, a 
very hard one ; and I wi(h with all my heart that 
I. had difcovered in my travels fuch a country as 
he bints at. All the advice I can give him is, to 
iend for the minifter of the parifh once more, 
and get his fillers re-baptized : for till they can 
be prevailed upon to have new names, it will be 
altogether impoffible to give them new natures. 

Numb. 188. Thursday, Augt^ 5, i756» 

THOUGH the firft of the following fet- 
ters bears a little hard upon the ladies, fot 
1 1 have always profeffed a regard even to ve- 
neration, yet I am induced to give it a place in 
my paper, from the confideration that if the 
complaint contained in it fhould happen to have 
flie leaft foundation in truth, they may have an 
opportunity of adding another proof to the muW 
titudes they are datly giving, that they want only 
to be told of their errors to amend them. Of 
^ i^cond letter I fhall fay nothing more, than 
^AX. the expedient propoCed in it to remove the 
evil complained of has my entire approbation^ 
S Tp 
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To Mr. Fitz-Aj>am* 
Sir, 

With as much devotion for the fair as uny* 
man, and as high a fetife of the happinefs they 
are capable of imparting, I have refolved to die 
an old batchelor ; yet not in the leaft determined 
by the ftrongeft arguments againft matrimony, or 
the moft fafhionable motives to a fingle life. It 
is my misfortune to efteem delicacy^ ceamomy^. 
modejtj^ and fome of the qualifications conveyed 
under the idea of notabk^ as the moft engaging 
ornaments of a well-bred woman. How unhappy 
then am I, that none of theie ihould be of reputS 
in the prefent age I 

I HAD once formed a defign of tranfporting; 
myfclf to Spain or China,, for a lady of the A-* 
miftic kind ; but giving the preference to thofe* 
of my own country, I delayed my intention, till I 
ihould fee the influence your weekly admonitions 
were attended with.. I am now lorry to find,, 
that notwithftanding your cenforial dignity, they 
have openly dared to perfift in thofe famions youi 
have fo long oppofed. An unaccountable pro-^ 
penfity to vifit public places, a general nakednefs* 
of fhoulders, a remarkable blufFnefs of face, ^ 
loud voice, and a mafculine air, have lateljp 
gai|ied much ground in the country ; and I am 
apt to think I (hall (hortly fee the necks and bo- 
ibms of my fair countrywomen painted with de->- 
vices of birds and beafrs, in imitation of the an-^*- 
cient Britons, though they are now cont^ntedi 
with plain white andred.. 

I HAVE obferved, that as m^ are gradually re^ 

trestfing from the courage and greatncfs of our 

* 16 fcx^ 
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fcx,. the ladies, are advancing with hafty ftrides^ 
upon us ; and whether we ffiall long maintain 
the pre-eminence^ is a point much liaUe to 
dilute. 

I CANNOT but fiifpe6l them of entertaining de- 
figns- of invading the province of man ; and though. 
I acknowledge their boundlefs power, I never 
was formed to obejr, and cannot think of fub- 
Biiifion. But admitting that the prefent genera- 
tion of beauties are totally unfit for wives, except 
to thofe gentle minds who would think riiem- 
ielves honoured by having their thoufands fpent 
in the genteeleft manner, yet in another capacity 
they might be made of the greateil fervipe to their 
country. When I fee their hair tied in a knot 
behind, or either hanging down in a ramellie, or 
folded up in ribbons, I cannot but look on then^ 
as the fair defenders of Britaia, or^ whofe gallan- 
try I fhould lather choofe to rely,, than on all the 
boafted prowefs of our military beaux. On this 
footing I can excufe them for facrifking the 
thoufand nameless powers of pleafing which na- 
ture has invefted them with, for the powers o£ 
deftroying, and confent to their changing the 
darts of Cupid for the armoiir of Mars. What- 
ever magazines of lightning are laid up in their 
bright eyes, I hope they will blaze out on this 
Qccafion* 

If it fhould be objedled thatwe ought to have 
proofs of their valoui,.and that a big lookmav be 
' confiftent with a faint heart 5 I anfwer, that tnere 
can be no great reafon to doubt the bravery of. 
thofe, who have made it pne of their firft maxims 
•> uever tp be afraid, of a man :" and befides, that 

aatuiaib 



N^ iSy. T H E W O R L rr. 205 

natural love of conqiieft which pofleffes every in- 
dividual of the female world, would animate them 
forward to the boldeft enterprizes. I would rather 
propofe, that the more gay and airy of them fhould 
be diftributed into a body of flying light-horfe ; 
the Gadabouts would make an excellent com- 
pany of foragers ; the more delicate of them 
would ferve to carry the colours, and the fight of 
them would infpire the foldiers with unequalled 
refolution and courage. Thus they might all be 
difpofed in ranks and ftations fuitable to. theis 
refpedtive merits^ diftixu^ions^ and qualifications, 
from the firft lady of quality to the loweft belle 
in the country village. I fhould alfo advife, that 
a fufficient number of .female tranfports fhould be 
fcnt to the relief of our garrifons abroad, if it 
was not from my apprehenfions that they would 
not be able to fuflain a long fiege^ and might 
perhaps be captivated by the immenfe finenefs pi 
an embroidered knight of the order of St. Louis. 
1 have only one circumfbnce more to mention to 
excite their zeal^ which is, that they muft be 
obliged to content themfelves with their own in- 
vented fafhions,. till the fuccelTes of their arm» 
fhall oblige the French to accept of our wealth 
Cor thofe that are a la mode de Paris*. 

If this propofal be agreeable to your judgment^ 
I hope you will fecond it by the warmefl encou- 
ragements. May we not exult in the profpcft 
of that glorious career of fuccefs which muft at- 
tend an army of heroines, bred to a contempt oi 
danger, and trained up from infancy itfelf to the 
moft intimate acqiiaintance with balb^^ drumsy 
routs f hurricanes J and the like? 

I. am Sir, Tour bumble firvant^ 

A., §11^ c Li TON*. 
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Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

I HAVjt a complaint to lay before you, whicb^ 
to the beft of my memory, you have not hitherto 
touched upon. The ground of my complaint^ 
fir, is this. News, you know, never was more 
fluAuating than at this moment. What we are 
told at breakfaft is contradicted by noon, and that 
again is old by dinner ; the dinner-taile fcarcely 
lafts till cc^ee, and all is found to be falfe before 
night. And yet, fir, there are a fet of wife men^ 
who are always fatisfied with the laft tale, and 
conftantly amire vou they were all along of that 
opinion. ** Lord, fir, 1 knew it muft be fo :'^ 
•' how could it be otherwife ? 1 alwuya faid fo :" 
and though accounts vary to-morrow, it does not 
at all afte& them ; for to-morrow they will have 
been all along perfe£kly well acquaint^ with tuft 
the contrary to what they knew fo well to-day; 
This everlafting knowledge and fecret intelligence 
is really, fir, a moft provoking infuk on us poor 
things, who are not fo knowing. If I am wrong 
to-day, my friend is wrong to>morrow, ^d that 
puts u$ oa an equality ; but thefe people, who 
are always fifre to be of the right opinion, be-^ 
caufe they have no opinion at all, are not to be 
enduted. 

But it k one thing to complain, and another 
to redcefs : and unlefs I thought I had feme me-^i^^ 
thod to remedy the evil, I would not complain 
of it. The remedy I would propofe is 6mp\f 
this : that the term / be for ever excluded all 
eonverfations. There is not, perhaps^ one fingle 
impertinence or foppery in difcourfe, that is Hot 
imputable txx that fame little letter/. T'he old 

man,. 
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man, going to repeat the He he has talked him- 
felf into a belief of, cries, / remember when / 
was )roung. The maiden of fifty bleflcs her ftars, 
and fays, / was not fuch a flirt. The bold co-' 
lonel tells you, / led on the men, / entered the 
breach. The rake, / debauched fuch a girl, / 
drank down fuch a fellow. Now, fir, fond as 
people are of being fooliih, they would even con- 
fent to be wife, if it was not confining their fol* 
lies to their ownjdear perfons. The old man's 
dull ftoTV is only to let you fee what he was hini-* 
felf. The maiden gentlewoman only means to. 
exemplify her own modefty, and does not care a 
pin for all the frailties of her neighbours, but that 
fhe has thereby an opportunity of telling you how 
virtuous fhe herfelf is. The foldier never tell* 
you of^a campaign, but the one be was himfelf 
m. The rake never tells you of any follies but 
his own ; and the wife man I complained of in the 
beginning of my letter^ never tells you Mr. Such-*^ 
x-one always thought fo, or Mr. Soi^ebody al- 
ways faid fo, but J always thought fo, / always. " 
feid fo. Let me therefore intreat you, Mr. Fitz* 
Adam, to forbid the uXb of tbis monofyllable, and 
you will much oblige^ 

Sir*, Tftirfrwtd^i^c. 
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WE. are accufed by the French, and per*^ 
haps but too juftly, of having no word 
t& out language,, which anfwers to their word 
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police^ which therefore we have been obliged to 
adopt, not having, as they fay, the thing. 

It does not occur to me that we have any one 
word in our language (I hope not from, the fame 
reafon) to expreS the ideas which they compre* 
hend under their word Us moeurs. Manners are 
too little, morals too much. I fhould define it 
thus \ a general exterior decency ^ fitnefs^ and pro^ 
friety ofconduSl in the common intercourfe of Ufe. 
. Cicero in his Offices, makes ufe of the word 
decorum in this fenfe, to exprcfs* what he tells us 
the Greeks fignified by their word (I will not 
(hock the eyes of my polite readers with Greek 
types) To Prepon^ 

The thing however is unquefltonably of im- 
portance, by whatever word it may be dignified 
or degraded, diflinguifhed or miftaken ; it ihall 
therefore^ be the fubjeft of this paper to explain 
and recommend it ; and upon this occafion I 
fhall adopt the word decorunu 

But as I have fome private reafons for defiring 
not to leflen the fale of thefe my lucubrations, I 
muft premife, that notwithilanding this ierious 
introduftion, I am not going to preach either re- 
ligious or moral duties. On the contrary, it is a 
fcheme of intereft which I mean to communicate, 
and which, if the fuppofed charafteriftic of the 
prefent age be true, muft, I fhould apprehend, 
be highly acceptable to the generality of niy 
readers. 

I TAKE it for granted that the moft fenfible 
and informed part of mankind, I mean people 
6f falhion, purfue fingly their own interefts and 
pleafures ; that they defire as far as poffible to 
enjoy them exclufively,, and to avail themfcl yes 

o£ 
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of the fimplicity, the ignorance, and the preju- 
dices of the vulgar, who have neither the fam« 
ftrength of mind, nor the fame advantages of edu- 
cation. Now it is certain that nothing would 
mbre contribute to that defirable end, than a 
Aridl obfervanceof this decorum, which, as I have 
already hinted, does not extend to religious or 
moral duties, does not prohibit the folia enjoy- 
ments of vice, but only throws a veil of decency 
between it and the vulgar, conceals part of its' 
native deformity, and prevents fcandal, and bad 
example. It is a fort of pepper-corn quit-rent 
paid to virtue, as an acknowledgment of its fu- 
periority ; but according to our prefent conftitu- 
-tion, is the eafy price of freedom, not the tribute 
of vaflalage. 

Those who would be refpefted by others, 
muft firft refpeft themfelves. A certain exterior 
purity and dignity of chara£ler, commands re- 
fpeft, procures credit, and invites confidence; 
but the public exercife and oftentation of vice^ 
has all the contrary effe£ls. 

The middle clafs of people in this country, 
though generally ftraining to imitate their betters, 
have not yet fhaken ofr the prejudices of their 
education ; very many of them ftill believe in a 
Supreme Being, in a future ftate of rewards and 
punifhments, and retain fome coarfe, home-fpun 
notions^ of moral good and evil. The rational 
fyftem of materialifm has not yet reached them ; 
ai\d in my opinion, it may be full as well it never 
ibould ; for as I ani not of levelling principles, I 
am for preferving a due fubordination from infe- 
riors to fuperiors, which an equality of profligacy 
muft totally deftroy. 

- A FAIR 
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A FAIR chara^r is a more lucrative thing than 
people are generally awaie of ; and I am informed 
that an eminent money-fcrivener has lately calcu* 
lated with great accuracy the advantage of it, and 
that it has turned out a clear profit of thirteen and 
a half per cent, in the general tranfac^ions of life ; 
which advantage, frequently repeated, as it muft 
be in the courfe of the year^ amounts to a very 
confiderable obje£t. 

To proceed to a few inftances. If the courtier 
would but wear the appearance of truth, promife 
lefs, and perform more, he would acquire fuch a 
degree of truft and confidence, as woald enable 
him to ftrilce on a fudden, and with fucceis^ feme 
fplendid Aroke of perfidy, to the infinite advan- 
tage of himfelf and his party. 

A PATRIOT, of all peojHe, (hould be a ftrift 
obferver of this decorum j if he would (as it is to 
be prefumed he would) bear a good jMrice at the 
court market. The love of his dear country, well 
zAed and little felt^ will certainty get him into 
good keeping, and perhaps procure him a hand- 
iome fettlement for life ; but if his proftitution be 
flagrant, he is only made ufe of in cafes of the ut*- 
moft neceffity, and even then only by cuUles. I 
muft obferve by the bye, that of late the market 
has been a little glutted with patriots, and confe* 
quently they do not fell qufte fo well. 

Few mailers of families are, I ihould prefume, 
defirous to be robbed indifcriminately by all their 
fervants ; and as fervants in general are more 
afraid of the devil, and lefs of the gallows, than 
of their mafters, it feems to be as imprudent as 
indecent to remove that wholefome fear, either 
by their examples, or their philofophkal diflertar- 
-« tions. 
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tions, cxplorfing in their prefence^ though ever 
fojuftly, all the idle notions of future puniih- 
ments, or of moral good and evil. At prefent^ 
honeft faithful fervants rob their mafters confci- 
entioufly only in their refpedivc ftations; but 
take away thofe checks and reftraints which the 
prejudices of their education have laid them un- 
der, they will foon rob indifcriminately, and out 
of their feveral departments ; which would pro- 
bably create fome littleconfuflon in families, efpe- 
cially in numerous ones, 

I CANNOT bmit obferving, that this dicorum 
extends to the little trilting offices of common 
life ; fuch as Teeming to take a tender and affec- 
tionate part, in the health or fortune of your ac- 
quaintance, and a readinefs and alacrity to ferve 
them, in things of little confequence to them^ 
and of none at all to you. Thefe attentions bring 
in good intereft ; the weak and the ignorant mif- 
take them for the peal fentiments of your heart, 
and give you their efteem and frieiKuhip in re- 
turn. The wife indeed, pay you in your own 
coin, or by a truck of comnoodtties of equal va- 
lue ; upon which however there is no lofs \ fo 
that upon the whole, this commerce, Ikilfully car-^ 
ried on, is a very lucrative one. 

In all my fchemes for the general good of man- 
kind, I have always a particular attention to the 
utility that may arife from them tomyfairfellow- 
fubje<Sls, for whom I have the tendered and moft 
unfeigned concern ; and I lay hold of this oppor- 
tunity, moft earneftly to recommend to them the 
ftrifteft obfervance of this decorum. I will admit 
that a fine woman of a certain rank, cannot have 
too many real vices y but at the fame time, I do. 
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infift upon it, that it is eflentially her interefl-, 
not to have the appearance of any one. This 
decorum^ I confefs, will conceal her conquefts, 
and prevent her triumphs ; but on the other 
hand, if (he will be pleafed to reflect that thofe 
conquefts are known, fooner or later, always to 
end in her total defeat, fhe will not upon an 
average find herfelf a lofer. There are indeed 
foine hufbands of fuch liumane and hofpitable 
difpofitions, that they feem determined to (hare 
all their happinefs with their friends and ac- 
quaintance ; fo that with regard to fuch bufbands 
fingly, this decorum were ufelefs : but the far 
greater number are of a churlifh and uncommu- 
iiicacive difpofition, troublefome upon bare fufpi- 
cions, *nd brutal upon proofs. Thefe are capable 
of infiidting upon the fair delinquent the pains and 
penalties of exile and imprifonment at the dread- 
ful manfion-feat, notwithftandingthe moft folemn 
proteftations and oat^s, backed with the moft 
moving tears, that nothing really criminal has 
pafled. But it mud be owned, that of all nega- 
tives, that is much the hardeft to be proved. 

Though deep play be a very innocent and 
even commendable amufement in itfelf, it is 
however, as things are yet conftituted, a great 
breach, nay perhaps the higheft violation pofiible 
of the decorum in the fair fex. If generally for- 
tunate, it induces fome fufpicion of dexterity 5 if 
unfortunate, of debt; and in this latter cafe, the 
ways and means for raifing the fupplies neceflary 
for the current year, are fometimes fuppofed 
to be unwarrantable. But what is ftill much 
mare important, is, that the agonies of an ill rua 
will disfijjure the ftneft face in the world, and 
^ caufe 
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caufe moft ungraceful -emotions. I have known 
a bad game, fuddenly produced upon a good 
game, for a deep ftake at Bragg or Commerce, 
almoft make the vermilion turn pale, and elicit 
from lips, where the fweets of Hybla dwelt, and 
where the loves and graces played, lome murmured 
eaths, which though minced and mitigated a little 
in their terminations, feemed tQ me, upon the 
whole, to be rather unbecoming, 

Anotheii fingujar advantage which will arife 
to my fair countrywomen of difl:in<Sion from the 
obfervance of this decorum^ is, that they will never 
want fome creditable led captain to attend them 
at a minute's warning to operas, plays, Rane- 
lagb, and Vauxhall ; whereas I have known fome 
women of extreme condition, who by neglefting 
the decorum^ had flatterned away their charafters 
to^ fuch a degree, as to be obliged upon thofe 
emergencies to take up with mere toad eaters of 
yery equivocal rank and charafter, who by no 
means graced their entry into public places. 

To the young unmarried ladies, I beg leave 
to reprefent, that this decorum will make a dif- 
ference of at Icaft five-and-twcnty, if not fifty 
per cent, in their fortunes. The pretty men, who 
have commonly the honour of attending them, 
are net in general the marrying kind of men; 
they love them too much, or too little, know 
them too well, or not well enough, to think of 
marry ng them. The huiband-like men are a 
fet of aukward fellows with good eftates, and 
who not having got the better of vulgar preju- 
dices, lay fome ftrefs upon the charafters of 
their wives, and the legitimacy of the heirs to 
their eftates and titles. Thcfe are to be caught 

only 
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only by tts memrs ; the hook muft be baited with 
the decorum ; the naked one will not do* 
. I MUST own that it fecmft too fevere to deny 
youne ladies the innocent amufements of the pre- 
fent umes, but I beg of them to recoiled that I 
mean only with regard to outward appearances \ 
and I Aiould prefume that the a tkes with the 
pretty men might be contrived and brought about 
in places lefs public than Kenfingt^n^-gardens, 
the two parks, the high roads, or 'the ftreets of 
London. 

Havii?g thus combined, as I flatter myfelf 
that I have, the folid enjoyments of vice, with 
die ufeful appearances of virtue, I think myfelf 
entitled to the thanks of my country in general, 
and to that juft praife which Horace gives to the 
author, qui mifcuit utHe dulci ; or in Englifh, who 
joins the ufeful with, the agreeable. 
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I CAN remember, when I was a young many 
at the univerfity, being fo much affedled 
with that very pathetic fpeech, which Ovid has 
put into the mouth of Pythagoras, affainft eat- 
ing the fleih of animals, that it was fomfi time 
before I could bring myfelf to our college mut-> 
ton again without fome inward doubt whether 
I was not making myfelf an accomplice to z mur-> 
der. My fcruples remained unreconciled to die 
committmg fo horrid a meal, till uponferious re^ 
flection I became convinced of its legfUtfy from 

the 
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the general order of nature, who has inftituted 
the univerfal preying upon the weaker as one of 
her firft principles ; though to me it has ever 
appeared an incompreheniible myftery, that (he 
who could not be reftrained by any want of ma- 
terials from furnifhing fupplies for the fupport of 
her various offspring, fhould lay them under the 
neceffity of devouring one another. 

But though this reflexion had force enough 
to difpythagorize me, before my companions 
had time to make obfervations upon my beha- 
viour, which could by no' means have turned to 
my advantage in the world, I for a great while 
retained fo tender a regard for all my fellow- 
creatures, that I have feveral times brought my- 
felf into imminent peril, by my attempts to ref- 
cue perfecuted cats from the hands and teeth of 
their worryers ; by endeavouring to prevent the 
engagement of dogs, who had manifeftly no 
quarrel cf their own ^ and bv putting butchers 
boys in mind, that as their meep were going to 
die, they walked full as faft as could be reaion- 
ably expefted, without the cruel blows they 
were fo liberal in beftowing upon them. As 1 
commonly pame off by the worft in thefe dif- 
putes, and as I could not but obferve that I often 
aggravated, never diminiihed^ the ill treatment 
of thefe innocent fufferei^ I foon found it ne- 
cefisury to confult my own eafe, as well as fecu- 
rity, Dy turning down another ftreet, whenever 
I met with an adventure of this kind, rather 
than be compelled to be a fpefhtor of what 
would fhock me, or be provoked to run myfelf 
into danger, without the leaft advantage to thofe 
whom I would* afflfi', 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE kept ftridly ever fince to this method 
of flying from the fignt of cruelty, whenever I 
could find eround-room for it : and I make no 
manner of doubt, that I have more than once 
efcaped the horns of a mad ox, as all of that 
fpecies are called, that do not chufe to be tor- 
mented as well as killed. But on the other 
hand, thefe efcapes of mine have verv frequently 
run me into great inconveniencies : I have fome- 
times been led into fuch a feries of blind alleys, 
that it has been matter of great difficulty to me 
to find my way out of them. I have been betrayed 
by my hurry into the middle of a market, the 
proper refidence of inhumanity. I Jiavc paid 
many a fix-and-eight-pence for non-appearance 
at the hour my lawyer had appointed for bufinefs ; 
and, what would hurt fome people worfethan all 
the reft, I have frequently arrived too late for the 
dinners I have been invited to at the Jioufes of my. 
friends. 

All thefe difficulties and diftrefles, I began to 
flatter myfelf, were going to be removed, and 
that 1 mould be left at liberty to purfue my 
walks through the ftraitefl: and broadeft ftreets, 
when Mr. Hogarth firft publiflied his prints upon 
the fubjeft of cruelty ; but whatever fuccefs fo 
much ingenuity, founded upon fo much hu- 
manity, might dcferve, all the hopes I had built 
of feeing a reformation proved vain and fruit- 
lefs. 1 am forry to fay it, but there ftill remain 
in the ftreets of this metropolis more fceiies of 
barbarity than perhaps are to l^ met with in 
all Europe befides. Afia is too well known for 
compaffion to brutes ; and nobody who has 
read Buft^equius, will wonder at me for moft 

heartily 
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heartily wifliuig, that our common people were 
no crueller than Turks. 

I SHoui^D have apprehenfions of being laugh- 
ed at, were I to complain of want of compaf- 
fion in our law ; the very word fceming contra- 
il i<Sory to any Idea of it 5 but I will venture to 
•own that t© me it appears ftrange, that the man 
againft whom I (hould be enabled to bring an 
adtion for laying a little dirt at my door, may with 
impunity drive by it half a d«6en calves, with 
their tails lopped clofe to their bodies, and their 
hinder parts covered with blood. He muft have 
a paifion for neatnefs not to be envied, who does 
not think this a greater nuifance than the fight 
of a few cinders* 

* I KNOW not whether it is from the clergy's 
having looked upon this fubjed as too trivial for 
their notice, that we find them more filent upon 
it . than could be wiflied 1 for as daughter is at 
prefent no branch of the pricfthood, it is to be 
prefumed they have as much compaifion as other 
men. The Speftator has exclaimed againft the 
cruelty of roafting lobfters alive, and of whip- 
ping pigs to death : but the misfortune is, the 
writings of an Addifon are feldom read by cooks 
and butchers. As ta the thinking part of man- 
kind, it has always Dcen convinced, I believe, 
chat however conformable to the general rule of 
nature our devouring animals may be (for I 
would not be ^ndemood to impeach, what is 
our only vifible prerogative as lords of the crea- 
tion, an unbounded licence of teeth) we are ne- 
verthelefs under indelible obligations to prevent 
their fuftering any degree of pain, more than is 
«bfolutely unavoidable. But this conviction lies 

Vol. IV. K in 
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in fuch hands, that I fear not 6ne poor creature 
in a million has ever fared the better for it, and 
1 believe never will 5 fincc people of condition, 
the only fource from whence this pity is to flow, 
are fo far from inculcating it to thofe beneath 
them, that a very few winters ago, they fuflFered 
themfelves to be entertained at a public theatre 
by the performances of an unhappy company 
of animals, who could only have oeen made 
adlors by the utmoft energy of whipcord and 
ftarving. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE my tendcrnefs to be parti- 
cularly aft'edled in favour of fo faithful and ufeful 
a creature as a dog ; an animal fo s^proaching 
to us in fenfe, fo dependent upon us for fup- 
port, and fo peculiarly the friend of man, that 
he deferves the kindeu and moft gentle ufage. 
For no lefs than the whole race of thefe animals 
I have been under the greateft alarms, ever fincc 
the tax upon dogs was iirft reported to be in 
agitation. I thought it a little hard indeed, that 
a man fhould be taxed for having one creature in 
his houfe in which he might confide j but when 
I heard that oificers were to be appointed, to 
knock out the brains of all thefe honeft domef- 
tics, who fliould prefume to make their appear- 
ance in the ftreets without the pafiport of their 
, mafter's* name about their necks, I became feri- 
oufly concerned for them. 

This enmity againft dogs is pretended to be 
founded upon the apprehenfion of their going 
mad : but an eafler remedy might be applied by 
aboliftiir.g the cuftom (with many others equally 
ingenious) of tying bottles ana ftones to their 
tails J by which means (and in this one particu- 
lar 
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lar I muft give up my clients) the unfortunate 
fuffcrer becomes fubjeft to the perfecutions of his 
own fpecies, too apt to join the run againft a 
brother in diftrefs. But great allowance fhould 
be made for an animal, who in an intimacy of 
near fix thoufand years with man, has learnt but 
one of his bad qualities. 

To conclude this fubje<fl, as I cannot but join 
in opinion with Mr. Hogarth, that the frequency 
of murders among us is greatly owing to thofe 
fcenfs of cruelty, which the lower ranks of people 
are fo much accuftomed to, inftead of multiply- 
ing fuch fcenes, I (hould rather hope that fomc 
proper method might be fixed upon, either for 
preventing them, or removing them out of fight ; 
fo that our infants might not grow up into the 
world in a familiarity with blood. If we may be- 
lieve the naturalifts, that a lion is a gentle animal 
till his tongue has been dipped in blood, what 
precaution ought we to ufe to prevent man from 
being inured to it, who has fuch fuperiority of 
power to do mjfchief. 
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Numb. 191. Thursday, jfug. 26, 1756, 

Dtffjcile eft Satiram nonfcribere. Juv, 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Sir, 
T has always appeared to me that there Is 



I 



fomething extremely abfurd in a general fa- 
tire ; for as it will always inftruft vanity how to 
ihun, and enable impudence to rejeia its appli- 
K 2 cation^ 
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cation, I. cannot difcov^r that it is likely to an- 
.fwcr any better purpofe, than that of giving en- 
couragement tto regues, and adminiftering com- 
fort to foo!«. 

This fpecies of xwriting h by no means of 
modern invention, and confequently can have 
no cffential connexion with the reigning manners 
of the prefent times. If we examine the fatirifts 
.of any other age, we (hall find that they have 
all unanimoufly followed the examples of their 
.father Simonides, and reprefented the human 
.fpccies in a very unnatural light ; nor do I think 
it poffible for any one to di^lay his talents this 
way, without having recourfe to the fame ex- 
peclient. From hence I would infer, that the 
'defcription of a monftrous charader, in thofe 
early days of fimplicity and innocence, was 
conlidered only as an ingenious piece of inven- 
tion, and that their falfe notion of wit was the 
,fole occafion of their giving into fuch aridiculous 
cuftom. And this, as I take it, will be fuffici- 
cnt to account for its being fo fafhionable with 
us at this time, though there be manifeftly no 
Qther reafon for our a£nittdng it, than becaufe 
we are pleafed to fancy the Judgment of the 
ancients, and love to. copy indifcriminately from 
all their models .with a lervile veneration. But 
fuppofing this io be .a true reprefentation of the 
cafe before us, and that men of wit never fatirize 
.with any.ofienfivc defign, but purely for the fake 
of difplaying their abilities ; yet what (hall we 
fay for.thofc churlifh malecontents, who pretend 
to write fatire, with no other earthly taknt for 
it than rank malevolence ? Why truly, it is to 
•be feared, they have no lefs exafperating a rea- 

. fon 
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foil for reviling all mankind, than becaufe they 
are defervedly defpifed by every body that knovfc^s 
them. For as it is abfurd to fuppofe that a man 
who has always been very civilly treated by the 
world, fhould have any inclination to fall out 
with it in good earneft, fo every worthlefs fel- 
low wiio has been juftly mortihed by its con* 
tempt or averfion, will naturally be provoked' 
to expofe himfelf to its utmoft derifion, by a 
filly attempt to retaliate the infult. And hence 
it is, if a few fplenetic conceited wretches, are 
not carefled up to the extravagant expciftatiori 
of their own imaginary deferts, they: fhall im- 
mediately vent their rcfentment in all thofe 
alarming exclamations, which have, with equal 
propriety, been echoed through every century 
of the world. Then forfooth, that utter neg- 
le<3: of merit, which- has been the conftant re- 
proach of every other age, fhall once more be 
die peculiar infamy of this j then we (hall be 
funk again into the very dregs of time, and fhall' 
at length be mofl: afluredly filling up that aflo- 
nifbing meafure of iniquity, which has been jufl 
on the very brink of being complcsted, %ver 
fince the iirltr judicial infli^on of zn^ uftiverfal- 
deluge/ 

It is very remarkable that this whim, of de« 
generacy has always been mofl {prevalent in the^ 
tnofl refined and enlightened: ages^ and that it- 
has conflantly increafed in exad proportion with^ 
the progrefs of arts and fciences. Every confi- 
derate perfon therefore^ upon fuch a difeovery, , 
will of courfc be inclined to confider all invec-- 
tives againft the corruption of' the prefent times, . 
a« fo many^ convincing teilimonies of our reah 



,1 
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Improvement. I find, Mr. Fitz-Adam, it is 

{our opinion that the experience of our anceftors 
as not been entirely thrown away upon us, and 
that the world is likely to grow better and wifer 
the longer it lafts. I muft own I am entirely of 
your way of thinking, and (hould be very ready 
to declare, was I not afraid of oiFending your 
modefty, how much benefit it is likely to receive 
from your weekly inftruftions. 

To thofe who are fequeftered from the more 
crowded fcenes of life, and muft therefore find 
thcmfelves foreftalled almoft on every fubje<Sl, 
but fuch as the private fund of their own imagi- 
nations can furnifti them with ; to thofe, I fay, 
it may feem very furprifing that you fhould oe 
able to procure fo many frefh materials for the 
gratification of their curiofity. But the fancy of 
the polite multitude is inexhauftibly fertile ; and 
they who are converfant with it at this time, 
will be fo far from imagining that you are dif- 
trcfl'ed for want of novelty, that they will rather 
think it impoflible for the nimbleft pen to keep 
pace with its innovations. The only thing that 
can give them any furprife is, that you mould 
ftill be catching at every recent folly that comes 
in your way, when they can fupply your with 
fuch a plentiful crop of new and unheard-of vir- 
tues. I am aware that new virtues will foUnd a 
little odd to fome precife formal creatures, wha 
have conceived a ftrange notion that all the vir- 
tues muft eternally and invariably refult from 
fome certain unintelligible principles, which are 
called the relations and fitnefles of things. But 
furely no man in his fenfes would ever refufe to 
vary the fsdhion of his morals, if the tafte of the- 

times 
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times required it : for it would be abfurd to the 
laft degree, to fuppofe that it is not altogether as 
reafonable to drefs out our manners to the beft 
advantage, as to wear any external ornament for 
the recommendation of our perifons ; and not only 
becaufe the common praftice of the world will 
juftify our ufing as much art in managing the 
former as the latter, but becaufe it is difficult ta 
conceive that there fliould be any more effential 
harm in new modelling a habit of the mind, than 
in altering the trim of a coat or waiftcoat. 

And really it is aftonifliing to think what an 
advantage our prefent improved ftate of morality 
has over all the ancient fyftems of virtue. If 
barely to avoid vice has been generally reckoned 
the beginning of virtue, to convert vice itfelf in* 
to virtue, muft needs border very nearly on the 
very perfeftion of merit. And can any one pre- 
tend to deny but that many praftices, which in 
times paft were branded with infamy, have at 
length, by our ingenious contrivances, been 
transformed into. the moft reputable accoinplifh- 
ments ? A great wit of the laft age having afked, 
by way of a problem, why it was much in ore 
difficult to fay ar;; thing new in a panegyric than^ 
in a fatire, endeavoured to account for it hira- 
fclf, by obierving that all the virtues of mankind, 
were to- be counted upon fev/ fingers, v»'hercas 
their vices were innumerable, and time was 
hourly adding to the heap* But a late moralift 
has been fo obliging as to make a great diminu- 
tion in the number of our vices, and withal {o 
ingenious, as to inlift the greateft part of them 
into the catalogue of virtues j fo that -at prefent a 
K 4 copious 
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copious lampoon ought to be looked upoir as a 
work of amazing invention, and a trite or barrea 
dedication as the cffc&: only of dulnefs. I will 
not pretend to prophefy to what an: eminent de- 
gree of perfciStion this double advantage muft in. 
time advance us. It is certain that we have at 
prQfcnt but few vices left for u^ to encounter.with^ 
and as I have reafon to believe, that it is their 
names chiefly which make them formidable, I 
diink it would be very prudent iirft of all to give 
their chara&ers a little foftening : for could we 
but once bring ourfelvea to look upon them with, 
indifference^ 1 make no doubt but we (hould fooo. 
be able, either to extirpate them entirely^ ar, at. 
leaft, to gain them over with the reft of their 
party to the fide of virtue. 

Some travellers, indeed, bave endeavour!^ to. 
make us believe, that many of our modern vir-- 
tues have been long fmce pra£Hfed in fome other 
paits of the world: but let them talk of the 
Mengrelians, Topinambo's, and Hottentots as 
much as they pleafe, yet I am iatisfied that we 
have made more refinements, if not.more di£60«- 
verics, than any of them; and tbatws are ftill. 
cultivating many curious tra«5ls in the regions of 
virtue, which, in all likelihood, without our. 
afliftance, muft have for ever remained in the/ 
terra incognita of morals. 

lam, Sir, 

Numb. 
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Numb. 191. . Thursday, .&/>/. .2,- ^1756. , 

IN all my refearches into the human, heart (th« • 
ftudy of which has taken up my pfincipal iat- 
tention for thefe forty years paft) I have never . 
been fo confounded, and perplnced asat difcover- 
ing, that while people are indulging themfelvec . 
openly and without : difguife in the commiffioni 
of almoft every vice that th«lr natures incline • 
them to, . they.fliould defli-e ta conceal their vir- 
tues, as if they were really ifhamed of them, and ^ 
confidered them as fo many weaknefies in their . 
conftitutions-v. I know a man at this very hour, , 
who is in his heart the moft domeftic creature^ 
laving, and whofe wife and children are Che only, 
delight of his life,. yet who, for fear of being 
laughed at, by his acquaintance, and to get a \ 
reputation in. the world, is doing penanc* every 
evening at the tavern, and perpetually hinting to • 
his companions that he has a miftrcis in private. . 
Lam acquainted with another, who being ovcr^ 
heard upon a fick-bed, to recommend himfelf to . 
the care of Heaven in a fbort ejaculation, was fo » 
afliamed at being toM of ity that be pleaded i 
light-headednefs for his excufe, . grotefting that 
he could not poffiblv have been in his' right 
fenfes, and guilty ot fuch a weaknef&. I know ^ 
alfo a third, who from a ferious. turn of mind, , 
goes to church every. Sunday in a part of the • 
town where he is totally unknown, that he may , 
recommend himfelf to his acquaintance, by laugh- - 
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ing at public worfhip, and ridiculing the par* 
fojis. 

There arc men who arc fo fond of the rcpu-- 
tation of an intrigue with a handfome married 
womanj that without the te^ paffion for the 
objeft of their purfuit, or perhaps the ability to 
gratify it if they haid, aretoafting her in all com- 
panies, purfuing her to every public place, and 
eternally buzzing in her car, to convince the 
world uiat they are in poi&ffion of a happinefs, 
which if oflered to them, would only end in their 
difappointment and diferace. And what is ftill 
more unaccountable, uie lady, thiis purfued, 
who poffibly prefers her hufband to all other men, 
ihould countenance by her behaviour the fufpii- 
cions entertained of her : and contenting herfelf 
with the fecret confcioufnefs of her innocence,, 
fliall take pains to be thought infamous by the 
whole town^ 

That there are pcrfons of a different fhimp; 
from thefe, I very readilv allow ; perfons wha 
determine to pay themfelves by pleafure for the 
fcandal they have occafioned. but it is really my 
opinion, that if the mafk were taken ofF, we 
fhould find more virtues and fewer vices to exift 
among us, than are commoal|r imagined by thofe 
who judge only from appearances. 

A VERY ingenious French writer, fpeaking of 
the force of cuftom and example, makes the fol<- 
lowing remarks upon, his countrymen. 

" A MAN," fays he, " of good fenfe and good 
** nature fpeaks ill of the 3)fent, becaufe he 
" would not be defpifed by thofe who arepre- 
*^ fent. Another would be honefl, humane, 
M and without pride, if he was not afraid of be,- 

" ing 
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*' ing ridiculous j and a third becomes really 
*' ridiculous, through fuch qualities as would 
'* make him a model of perfeftion, if he dared 
•' to exert them, and affume his juft merits. In . 
*• a word," continues he, '* our vices are artificial 
** as well as our virtues, -and the frivoloufnefs 
" of our charafters permits us to be but imper- 
** feftly what we are* Like the play-things we 
*' give our children, we are only a faint refem- 
*^ blance of what we would appear. Accprd- 
" ingly we are efteemed by other nations only 
^ as the petty toys and trifles of focicty. The 
*' firft law of our politenefs regards the women. 
** A man of the higheft rank owes the utmoft 
^* complaifance to a woman of the very loweft 
" condition, and would blufli for fhame, and 
*' think himfclf ridiculous in the higheft degree, 
^' if he offered her any perfonal infuft. And yet 
" fuch a man. may deceive and betray a woman 
*' of merit, and blacken her reputation, without 
'' the leaft apprehenfion either of blame or pu- 
" nifliment." 

I HAVE quoted thefe remarks that I might do 
juft ice to the candour of the Frenchman wbo» 
wrote them, and at the fame time vindicate mjr 
countrymen (unaccountable as they are) from the 
unjuft imputation of being more ridiculous and 
abfurd than the reft of mankind* 

In France every married woman of condition 
injferigues openly ^ and it is thought the higheft 
breach of French politenefs for the huft)and ta 
interfere in any of her pleafures. A man may 
be called to an account for having feduced his 
friend's fifter or daughter, becaufe it may be 
pr6fumed he has carried his point by a promife 
K d of 
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of marriage; but with a married woman tHe 
cafe is quite diiFerent, as her gallant can only 
have applied to her inclinations, or gratified the 
longings of a lady, whom it had been infamy 
to have refufed. 

There is a ftory of a Frenchman,, which as- 
I have only heard once, and the majority of my 
readers perhaps never, I fliall beg leave to relate, 
A banker at Paris, who had a very handf:>me 
wife^ invited an Englifli gentleman, with whom^ 
be had fome money tran factions, to take a dinner- 
with him at his country-houfe. Soon after din-* 
ner the Frenchman was called out upon his bu* 
finefs, and his friend left alone with the lady,, 
wfe) to his great furprizc, from being the eafieft 
and gayeft woman imaginable, fcarcely conde-^ 
fcended to give an anfwer to any of his quef- 
lions 5 and at laft, ftarting from her chair, and 
furveying him for fome time with a look of in- 
dignation and conjpmpt, fhe gave him a hearty 
box on the ear, and ran furioufly out of the 
room^ While the Engliihman was ftroking his- 
face, and endeavouring to penetrate into this my- 
fterious behaviour, the hufband returned ; and 
finding his friend alone, and enquiring into the 
rcafon, was told the whole ftory. What, fir,, 
fays he, did fhe ftrike you ? How did you enter- 
tain hpr ? With the common occurrences of the 
town, anfwered the Englifhman ; nothing more,. 
I affure you. And did yoii offer no rudencfs to 
her, returned the other ? No, upon my honour^ 
replied the friend. She has behaved asmeought^ 
then, faid the FreticKfean : for to be alone witb. 
a fine woman, and to make no attempt up- 
cn her virtue, is an affront to her beauty ; and> 

ihe 
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(he has refented the indignity as became a woman^ 
of fpirit. 

I AM prevented from returning to the fubjeft 
of this paper, by a letter which I have juft now 
received by the penny-poft, and which I fiiall -^ 
lay before my readers exaftly a» it was fent me. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
Walking up St. Jameses ftreet^ the other 
day, I was ftopt by a very fmart young .female,, 
wno begged my pardon for her holdnefs, and 
looking very innocently in my face,> afked me if% 
I did not know her. The maimer of her accoft- 
ing me, and the extreme p^ettinefs of her figure,, 
made me look at Ifer with-attention 5 and I fooiv. 
recolle£l:ed that (he had Been a fervant girl rf. 
my wife's, who bad taken her from the country,, 
and after keeping her three years in her fervice, 
had difmiffed herabout two months ^o. '* Whaty. 
•* Nanny," faid I, "is it you? 1 never faw 
«^ any body fo fine in air my life.*' '^O, fir \** 
fays (he, Y with' the moft innoceMt fmilc imagin- 
able, bridling her head, and curt'fying down to 
the ground) " I have been debauched fince I 
•* lived with my miftrefs.'* **'Have you fo, Mrs. 
*' Nanny ?" faid I : ** And pray, child, who is. 
•*, it that has debauched you ?" « O, fir !" fayti 
(he, *' one of the worthieft gentlemen in the 
" world, and he has bought me a new negligee 
♦* for every day in the week." The girl prefled 
me earneftly to go > and look at' her lodgings,, 
which (he aflured me were hard by in JBury- 
ftreet, and as fine as,a duchefs's ; but I declined 
her offer, knowing that any arguments of mine 
in favour of virtue and ftutt-gowns, . would 

avail 
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vail but little againft pleafure and filk negligees. 
I therefore contented myfelf with expreffing my 
concern for the way of life fhe had entered in- 
to, and bad her farewell. 

Being a man inclined to fpeculate a little, as 
often as I thinjc of the finery of this girl, and 
the reafon alfecfgeid for it, I cannot help fancy- 
ing, whenever 1 fall in company with a pretty 
woman, drefled out beyond her vifible circum- 
ftances, patched, painted, and ornamented to the 
extent of the mode, that fhe is going to make 
me her bcft curt'fy, and to tell me, O, fir ! I 
have been debauched fince I kept good company^ 

But though this excufe for fin^ was given 
me by a woman, I believe it may with equal 
propriety be applied to the men. Fine places, 
fine fortunes, fine houfes, and fine things of all 
kinds, are too often purchafed at the expence of 
honefly ^ and I feldom fee a plain country gen- 
tleman turned courtier, and bowing in a fine 
coat at the levees of great men, whofe looks do 
not tell me that he is come to town to be de- 
bauched. 

I COULD wifh, Mr, Fitz-Adam, that from 
thefe rude hints, you would favour your readers 
with a fpeculation upon this fubjcft, which 
would be highly entertaining to all, and parti- 
cularly obliging to. 
Sir, 

Tour moji humble fervant^ 



Numb* 
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Numb. 193. Thwrsdayj Sept. 9, 1756* 

To Mr.. Fit^-Adam.. , ^ 

S I R^ J0^ /^^^Zh^^^^ ^f 

AS I have a fingular favour to beg of you, I 4^^a 
think it proper to preface my requeft with ^ 
ibme account of myfelf. 

I AM at prefent one of the numerous fraterni:- 

ty of DISTRESSED GENTLEMEN; a difconfo- 

late being, daily contending betwixt pride and 
poverty 5 a mournful relick of mif-fpenjt youth ; a 
walking dial, with two hands pointing to the 
loft hours J and having been long ago tired with 
putting my fingers into empty pockets, am at laft 
defirous of employing them in follciting the af?- 
fiftance and recommendation of the World.. 

I WAS bred at a great public fehool, not far 
from this metropolis, where I acquired a know- 
ledge of the claflics and the town fuperior to 
my years. From this fchool I was tranfmitted 
to a renowned college in a celebrated univerfity*, 
from whence my dull and phlegmatic cotempo- 
raries have -flid into the greateft preferments ia 
church and ftate. They contented themfelves 
indeed with going o_n a. jog trot ia the common 
road of application and patience, while I gallop.- 
cd with fpirit through ways lefs confined, till 
at laft I found niyfelf benighted in a maze of 
debts and diftreiles. However, as I continued 
to adorn my mind with the moft elevated fenti- 
ments of ancient and modern poetry, I was the 
moft fanguine of all mortals, never once doubt- 
I ing 
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ing but that the time would fhortly arrive, when 
I was to be loaded with fortune, and diftin- 
guilhed by honours. I looked upon avarice as 
the meaneft of. vices, and therefore rooted it^ 
from my bofom. I confidered fricndfhip. as. the 
nobleft of virtues, and therefore became the fmndi 
of every-body. Impudence I difcarded, and called ' 
in modefty and humility to be my. oounielk»:$«-. 
Thus generous, friendly, modeft,.and faumMe,. I 
was placed by my friends in the Inncr»Temple, 
But I quickly difcovered that my acquired Vir-i- 
tues, and uncommon knowledge, were fo many 
impediments to the ftudy of the law ; a profel* 
fion too folid in itfelf to require any external ad* 
vantages, and (except the great wig and feijeant's 
coifF) feeming abfcJutely independent of all acqui* 
fitions whatfoever. I- therefore quitted it in* 
time, and commenced fine gentleman^ In this 
capacity I had the honour of ftpping my choco^ 
late in a certain lioufe, was chofen member of a- 
certain club, and foon found that I wanted no- 
thing but money to htivc pafted my time as agree- 
ably as the heft of them ; that is to fay, by be- 
ing always in good company, without the fe- 
tigueof good converfation ; ever at a feaft, with^ 
out the vulgar call of appetite j conftantly at 
playj without the leaft fport ; hungering after po- 
litics, without the powers of digeftion^ and embar*' 
railed with acquaintance, without a fingle friend. 
But wanting the one thing needful. for. all thefe 
enjoyments, and there being a war upon the conti- 
nent,- 1 quitted the fine gentleman' for the foldier, . 
and made a campaign in Flanders. My regimen- 
tals were highly pleafing to me; and I had certain- - 
ly fucceeded to a ftaff before the end of the waf , - 

could. 
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could* I have arrived at the leaft fmattering either 
o£ gunnery or fortification. I had read Caefar's 
eommentaries and Polybius, and fancied myfelf. 
improved by them ; but Bland's treatife of mili-' 
tsary exercife was whj^t I couid never apprehends 
However:,.! loitered through the campaign with- 
out ignominy, and at my return home wifely fold* 
my commiflion^ 

The great and decifive ftep in life ftillire- 
mained untried^ The temple of Hymen,^w.ith alL 
ks enchanting prolpexfts,^ was open to my. view,- 
and allured my attention. The groups of Cupids 
that feemed to flutter in the roof, together with. 
the gaiety and fatisfaftion that appeared in every 
face, tempted me to enter j and amidft a crowd, 
of beauties, a your^ lady of a moft ingenuous- 
countenance and {Lender make, foon ca{)tivated. 
my. choice.. She was^voiid of^piridd,^ncitabJe,.flea-- 
dy, enterprizing, and every way qualified for. the- 
ftation of life in which fortune had placed her;^ 
which was that of a maid of honour to a foreign 
princefs. Her name was Mademoifelle Nbces- 
siTli', ^daughter of a younger branch of the anp- 
tient family of that name m Gafcoiny. She 
lent a favourable ear to my diftref&s ; and indttd 
a.ftrong fimilitude of features and circumftances 
feemed to have deftined us for one another. 

Amidst the inexpreffible joys of this union,. 
I became the father of two lowly daughters,, 
who were chriftencd by very genteel foreign 
names,, fignifying in Endifh Assurance and 
Invention. I e^haufted the fmall remainder of 
my fubflance on the education of thefe daugh- 
tiprs; not doubting but that they were given to^ 
roc for the fupport of my declining years. At 

tke 
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Hoofes ready tied- I have alfo a handfome garden 
for the entombing of all my good cuftomers, and 
fliall Aibmit their confideration of me to their 
own generoflty, only claiming their heads as my 
€onftant fee^ that by frequent diffe<Sions and ex- 
aminations into the feveral brains, I may at laft 
difcover and remedy the caufe of fo unnatural a 
propenTity* And that nothing may be wantirtj 
to make my fcheme complete, I propofe agreeing' 
with a coroner by the year, to bring infuch ver- 
di£b as I (hail think proper to dire<5^. 

This,. :ir, is my fcheme ;, and- the favour I 
have to a(k, is, that you will recommend it to 
the public, and make it known through^ your 
WoRLD,^ that I (hall open my hoafeon the firft 
day of November next; ana that to prevent 
miftakes, there will be written In large capitals, 
over the door,. 

Ths receptacle for SUICIDES., 
lam, Sir, 

Tour humbli firvant^ 

John Anthony Tristman.. 

Numb. 194, Thuhsoay*5^/^ 16, 1756- 

1HAVE lately coafidered it as a very great 
misfortune, that in* various papers of this 
work I have made no fcruple oi honeftlv confef^ 
fing to my readers, ttet I lode upon myleif to bc- 
the wifeit. and. moft learned philofopher of» this;, 
age and nation. B ut the word is gone focth^ and \ 
I cannot retradl it ! nor indeed would it be fair- 
ia. me to attempt ix^ as L find no manner of de« . 

. cajr 
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cay in my intelle£tual faculties, but on the con- 
trary, that I am treafuring up new knowledge 
day after day. I was aware indeed that fuch a 
confeffion, given modeftly and voluntarily under 
my own hand, and confirmed atmoA every week 
.by a moft excellent eiBTay, would gain univerfal 
belief, and bring upon me the envy of the weak 
and malicious ; but with all my penetration, I 
♦was far from forefeeing the many inconveniencies 
JEo which it has fubje<9:ed me. 

My lodgings are crowded almoft every morn- 
ing with learned ladies of all ranks, wno, Hke 
£o many queens of Sheba, are come from afar to 
hear the wifdom of Solomon : but it happens a 
Jittle unfortunately, that though my anfwers to 
their queftions give equal fatisfa£iion with thofe 
of that monarch, yet the gold, and the fpices, 
and the precious ftones, which were the reward 
of his wifdom, are never fo much as offered 
;«ne. 

In the families which I vifit abroad, a pro* 
found filence is ©bferved as foon as I enter the 
room ; fo that inftead of mixing in a free and 
cafy converfation, I labour under all the difadvan- 
tages of a king, by^being fo unfortunately cir- 
xumftanced as to have na equal. 

I HAVE endeavoured by ftratagem to remove 
thefe inconveniencies, and have irequenfly writ- 
ten a very dxill paper, that my companions may 
imagine they have caught trie tripping, and be 
induced toconverfe with me as with otner men : 
but they found out my defign, and are fo far 
from applying to me the aliquando bonus dormitat 
HomeruSp that they regard jne as a prodigy where- 

ever 



t38 T H E W O R L D, N* 194. 

ever I 9m feen. Mrs. Fitz-Adam, indeed, who is 
lefs in awe of me than perhaps I would fome- 
times chufe, and who is of a communicative 
diipofition, never ^Is to inform me how the 
worid goes on : (he alfo encourages her maid 
Betty (who is a very knowing body in all family 
concerns) to beftow upon me, as (he waits at 
table, her whole (lock of intelligence j which if 
I had a mind to be perfonal, would contribute 
greatly to the entertainment of thefs papers. I 
ought not to conceal that I owe the freedom 
with which this girl treats me, to the fmall opi- 
nion (he has conceived of my parts ; having been 
often urged by her to turn the World into a 
news-paper, for that then there would be truth 
in it, and fomething worth reading. 

At the coffee-houfes I am (Ull more perplex- 
ed than in private families : for as every man 
there is a politician, and as I have incautioufly 
declared in print that I am a confummate mafter 
of that fcience, I am furrounded at my entrance 
by all the company in the room, and queftioned 
by twenty voices at once on the ftate of public 
affairs. I am drawn into an ambufcade with 
general Braddock, and kept in clofe confinement 
with admiral Byng. Rufiia and Pruflia, though 
our very good friends and allies, have declared 
war upon my quiet, and the national Militia has 
beaten me out of doors. To plead ignorance 
upon thefe occafions would be highly unbecom- 
ing a lover of truth, who has given it under his 
hand that he knows every thing ; and to difcover 
all I know, might, as matters ftand at prefent, 
be a little imprudent. I am therefore a filent 

hearer 
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hearer of all the queftions that are afked me, till 
having tired them with my taciturnity, I am fuf- 
fered to efcape. 

To remedy this inconvenience, and as I am a 
great walker, I now-and-then take a ftroll to 
the cpffee-houfes about Moor-fields and Cripple- 
gate, where, if not my name, my perfon at leaft 
is unknown. At thefe places I have the good for- 
tune of being an uninterrupted hearer of all that 
paffes 5 and 4 cannot fufficiently exprefs the plea- 
iure I receive at feeing fo many worthy tradefmen 
and mechanics met together ,every evening for 
the good of their country, and each of them lay- 
ing down a fyftem of politics, that would do ho- 
nour to the fagacity of the ableft adminiftration. 

I AM tempted to take thafe walks rather pftner 
than is agreeable to me, to avoid certain incon- 
veniencies at home, which my wonderful abili- 
ties are almoft continually fubjefting me to. The 
political writers are at prefent a numerous body ; 
and as they cannot but take notice that I am 
making no pecuniary advantage of my great 
knowledge in public affairs, and are thoroughly 
fenfible that a very fmall part of it would make a 
rich figure in a twelve-penny pamphlet, they arc 
continually teazing me (according to the fchool- 
boy's phrafe) for a little fenfe : but whatever 
fenfe the readers of thofe pamphlets may chance 
to find in them, I can truly aflure them that it is 
none of mine. The conftituents of boroughs are 
alfo very importunate with me for letters of in- 
ftruftion to their feveral members : but though I 
entirely approve of this cuftom, and think it 
highly neceflary that every gentleman in parlia- 
ment fbould be inftruded by his <:onftituents in 

the 
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<hc true intereft of his country, vet I beg to be 
cxcufed from meddling with fucn matters, and 
•content myfelf with difmiffing the faid conftitu- 
ents with one word of advice, which is, that in 
all their remonftrances to their members, they 
would touch as (lightly as poffible upon the 
^grievance of corruption ; it being, in my private 
•opinion, quarrelling with their bread and butter. 

To balance all this weight of inconveniencies, 
I have nothing but a little vanity to throw into 
the fcale : for to c«nfe& a very fcriOTS truth, the 
happinefs I enjoy^ia more owing to my great vir- 
tue than my great knowledge 3 and were it not 
/or my good-will to mankind, who will not fuf- 
fcr themfelves to be inftrufted by any other hand, 
I would part with my wifdom at a very eafy 
|)rice, and be as ignorant as the beftof them. 

The value of every acquifition is only to be 
€ftimated by its ufe ; and evcry-body knows, that 
in the commerce with the world, an ounce of 
cunning is worth a pound of fenfe. I am forry to 
fay it, but the whiftle, the^op, the hobT)y-horfe, 
and the raree-(how, have adminiftered more de- 
Jight to my boyifli days (for I have been a boy as 
well as otners) than all the treafures of learning 
And philofGphy have done to my riper years, 
Thofe pleafures, in time, gave way to others of 
a higher nature ; ^nd the facetious Mr. Punch 
took his turn to entertain me. The theatres at 
iaft attraSed all my attention. There, while 
my imagination was cheated, and real kings and 
<jueens, in all the magnificence of royalty, feem- 
ed to be exhibiting themfelves to my view, my 
delight was inexpreffible. But reafbn and know- 
ledge £bon combining againft me, ihewed me that 
7 all 
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all was deception ; and in conjundion with a 
demon, called Tafte, fiiggefted to me at one tittic 
the weaknefs of the performance, and at another 
tli« incapacity of the zStors^ till in the end^ no- 
thing but a Shakefpear and a Garrick had power 
to entertain me* 

Thus driven by tog much refinement from 
all the pleafures of youth, I had recourfc4fo thofe 
deep and profound ftudies, that have fmce made 
me the obj^ of my own wonder, and the afto- 
nifhment of mankind. But alas ! how ineffec- 
tual and unfatisfying are all htiman acquifitions ! 
The abilities that will for ever make my memory 
revered, are robbing me of my enjoyment j and 
befides the evils that I have already enumerated'^ 
I am regretting in the beft company that I can- 
not enjoy the folitude of my own thoughts, and 
am hardly to be perfuaded that there is a«y thing 
worth reading, but what I write myfelf. 

A LITTLE learning (as Mr. Pope obferves) is 
a dangerous thing. Let me add from experience^ 
that too much is a fatal one» And indeed it 
feems the peculiar happinefs of the prefent age 
to chime in with thefe ientimen^ : infomuch 
that it is hoped and expe6ted of the rifmg gene- 
ration, that they will be fo trained up, as to fuf- 
fer no inconveniencies from any learning at all; 
The pleafures of childhood will then be con- 
ftantly fecured to them, and, with ignorance for 
their guide, they may take their pilgrimage from 
the cradle to the grave, through a conftant road 
of delight. 

Sampson was deftroyed by his own ftrength ! 
and thewifdom of Adam Fitz-Adam, like that of 
Solomon of old, is only vanity and vexation. 

Vol. IV. . L , ^^i\^^. 
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Pirire quareusj nic muRiebrker 

Expuwt €nfem. Hatt« 




To Mr. Fitz-Adam. ■ ^ ^ 
Sir, y^^u^A^ ^fJ 

TO a well-dirpoTed mind there can be no 
greater fatisfaftion than the knowledge 
that one's labours for the good of the public have 
been crowned with fuccefs. This, fir, is re- 
markably the cafe of your paper of Sept. the gtb, 
en Suicide ; afafhionable rage, which I hope you 
will proceed to expofe ; and I do not doubt but 
you will be as famous for rooting out what I may 
be allowed to ciWfingle combat^ or the humour of 
fighting with one's felf, as your predeceflbr the 
Tatler was for exploding the ridiculous cuftom 
of duels. The pleafantry of your effay on the 
reignlne modes of voluntary dtoths, has preferved 
to a little neighbourhood a very hofpitable gen- 
tleman, to the poor a good friend, to a very de- 
serving fon and daughter a tender parent, and has 
iaved the perfon himfelf from a fooliih exit. This 
charafter, fir, which perhaps from a natural par- 
tiality I may have drawn a little too amiably, I 
take to be my own ; and, not to trouble you 
^ith the hiftory of a man Who has nothing re- 
markable belonging to him, I will only let you 
into what is fo far neceiTary, as that I am a gen- 
7 tleman 
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tleman of about fifij, have ^ moderate ellate in 
very good condition, have feen a great deai of ihi 
world, and without being we^iy of it, live chiefs 
ly in the country with children whom I lovci 
You will be curious to know what could driv« 
my thoughts to fo defperajtea refolution, when I 
tell you farther, that I hate gaming, have buried 
my wife, and have no oueilJnefs. But alas ! fir, 
I am extremely ivell-boYn : pedigrep is my Ai{^ 
temper; aad having obferved how much the 
mode of felf-murder prevails among people of 
rank, I grew to think that there w^ no living 
without killing one's felf. I re&eQed how many 
of my great anceftofs had fallen In battle, by the 
axe, or in duels, according as the turn of the fe^ 
veral ages in which they lived, difpofed of the 
nobility; and I thought the defcendant of fo ma- 
ny heroes mufl: contrive to perifh by means as 
violent and illuftrioua. What a difgrace, thought 
I, for the great grandfon of Mowbrays, Veces, 
. and Beauchamps to die in a good old age of a fe«> 
ver ! I bluflied whenever I c^ my eyes on our 
genealogy in the little parlour.— I determined to 
"ihoot myfelf. It is true, no man ever had inore 
jTcluftance to leave the world ; and when I went 
to clean my piftols, every drop of Mowbray 
blood in n»y veins ran as cold as ice« As my 
conftitution is good and hearty, I thought k 
would be time enough to (Us fuddenly twenty or 
thirty years hence 5 but happening about a month 
ago to be near choaked by a fifh-bone, I was 
alarmed for the honour of my family, and have 
been ever fince preparing fur dead?. The letter to 
be left on my table (which indeed coft me fome 
trouble to compofe, as I had no reafon to give for 
L 2 mv 
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mj fuiden refobttiM) was written out fair, when 
i read your paper ; and from that minute I have 
changed mj mind 4 and though it fliould be ever 
fo ^reat a difgrace to my family, I am refolved 
to Hve as long and as happily as I can. 

You will no doubt, good fir, be encouraged 
from this example to porfue the reformation of 
A\s contagious crime. Even in the fmall diftri£l 
where I live, I am not the only inftance of the 
propenfity to fuch a cataftrqphe. The lord jof 
the manor, whofe fortune indeed is much fupe- 
rior to mine, though there is no comparifon in 
the antiquity of our families^ has had the very 
£mie thought. He is turned of fixty-feven, and 
is devoured by the ftone and gout. In a dread* 
fttl fit of die former, as his phyfician was fitting 
by hb bed-fide, on a fudden his lordfhip ceafed 
roaring, and commanded his relations and chap- 
lain to withdraw, with a compofure unufual to 
him even in his beft health ; and putting on the 
greateft appearance of philofophy^ or what, if 
the chaplidn had ftaid, would have been called 
Tefignation, he commanded the do£lor to tell 
him, if his cafe was really defperate. The phy- 
itcian, wi'th a flow profufion oiflatiniced evafions^ 
endeavoured to elude the queftion, and to give 
him fome glimmerings of hope, that tbpre might 
te a chance that the extremity of pain would occafion 
a degree of fever ^ that might not he mortal in itfelf 
hut which^ if things did not come to a crijis Joon^ 
might help to carry his lordfhip off. *' I imderitand 
** you, by G — d," fays his lordfiiip, with great 
tranquillity and a few more oaths j ** Yes, d — n 
** you, you want to kill me with fome of your 
•• confounded diftempers ; but Til. tell you what, 

"I only 
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^^ I only alked you, bccaufe if I can't poflibly live,^ 
•' I am determined to kiil myfelf ; for rot me ! if 
^ it fhall ever be faid that a man of my quality. 
" died of a curfed natural death. There, tell 
" Boman to give you your fee, and bid him 
^* bnng me my piftols." However, the fit abated^ 
and the neighbourhood is ftill waiting \vith great 
impatience to hefurprized with an account of 
bis lordfliip*s havmgihot himfelf- 

HowEVER, Mr. Fitz-Adam, extenfiv« as the 
fervicc is which you may render to the commu-^ 
nity byabolifhing thisheatheniflipraflice, I think 
in fome refpefts it is to be treated with tender- 
nefs ; in one cafe always to be tolerated. Na- 
tional courage is certainly not at high-water, 
mark : what if the notion of the dignity. of felf-: 
murder ihould be indulged till the end of the 
war ? A man who has refolution enough to kilV 
himfelf, will certainly never dread being killed 
by any body elfe. " It is the privilege of a free^-^ 
dying'EngliJhman to chufe his death : if any of 
our high-fpirited notions are cramped, it maj^ 
leaven our whole fund of valour ; and while we^ 
are likely to have occafion for all we can exert^.. 
I fliould humbly be of opinion, that you per-r- 
mitted felf-muraer till the peace, upon this con-^ 
dition, that it ihould be diihonourable for an)& 
man to kill himfelf, till he had found fhat no 
Frenchman was brave enough to perform tha< 
fervice for him.. 

Indeed the verv celebration of this myftcry 
has been tranfaAec hitherto in a manner fome-^ 
what mean, and unworthy people of fefhion; 
No tradefman could hang nimfelf more feloni<r 
oufly than our very nobles-do* There is none of 
L 3 ^ that 
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that open defiance of die laws c£ tbek coutrjr, 
^one of that contempt fof what the world may 
think of tbein, which, tbev fo properly wear on 
other occafions. They fteal o«t of the world 
from their own clofets^ or before their fervants 
are up in a morning. They leave a miferable 
apology behind them, inftead of fitting up all 
night drinking, till the morning comes for dis- 
patching themielves. Unlike their ^reat originals, 
fhe Romans, who had reduced felf-murder to a 
fyftem of good-breeding, and uTed to find cards 
to their acquaintance to notify their ii^ntion. 
Part of die duty of the week in RoimSiras to 
k^fvf 9Hii natni at the doors of fuck as were 
ftarving themfelves. Particular friends were let 
in ; and if verv iaitimate^ it was even cxpe£ked 
that they (hould uib (otok common-place phraiea 
#f difiliafion* I can concdiw no foandation §of 
#ur Ikdk^y way of bokins into fodier worU^ 
but that obfokte law whkn infiiAs a crofs-toad 
ind a ftakd on feif^^xecutioners : & moft abfwd 
lamte } nor can I imagine any penalty that 
itrauld be e6Fe£lua)^ tinlels one could condemn a 
man who had killed himfelf to be brought to life 
again. Somewhere indeed I have read of a fuc-» 
cefifiil law for retraining this crime. In feme 
lif the Grecian ftatcs, the wcsnen of fafliion In^ 
turred the anger of Yenus — I quite forget up-» 
hn what occsdiion ; perhaps for little or none : 
goddefles in thole days were fcarce lei$ whimfical 
ttian their fair votaries— -Whatever the eaufe 
1WW, (he infpired them with a fufy of felf-murder* 
The legiftature of the country, it feems, diought 
the refentment of tiie deity a little arbitrary ; and 
l»> put a ftop to the prat^e^ de vUed adu expedient, 

which 
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which one ihould have thought would have been 
very inadequate to the evil. They ordered tho 
beauteous bodies of the lovely delinquents to be 
hung up naked by one foot in the public fquarear. 
How the fair offenders came to think this attitude 
unbecoming, or why they imagined any pofition 
that difcovercd all their charms, could be fo, is 
not mentioned by hiftorians j nor, at this diftance 
of time, is it poilible for us moderns to guefs : 
certain it is, that the penalty put a ftop to the 
barbarous cuftom. 

But what fhall one fay to thofe countries, 
which not only allow this crime, but encourage 
it, even in that part of the fpecies whofe foftntfs 
demands all protection, and feems nioft abhorrent 
from every thing fangainary and fierce ? We 
know there are nations, where the magiftrate 
gravely gives permiffion to the ladies to accom- 
pany their hufbands into the other world, and 
where it is reckoned the greateft profligacy for a 
widow not to demand leave to burn herfelf alive. 
Were this fafhioh once to tah here, I tremble tQ 
think what havock it would occafion. Between 
the. natural propenfity to fuicide, and the violence 
of conjugal engagements, one {hould not fee fuch 
a thing as a lozenge, or a widow. Adieu join* 
tures ! adieu thofe foft refourccs of the brave and 
neceffitous ! What unfortunate relift but would 
prefer being buried alive to the odious embraces 
of a fecond pafHon ? Indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
you muft keep a ftri(Sl eye on our fair country- 
women. I know one or two who already wear 
pocket piftols, which, confidering the tendernefs^ 
of their natures, can only be intended againft 
their own .ffes(ot^ And this article tead« me fia- 
L J^. turally 
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turally to the only cafe. In which, a$ I hinted 
above, I think felf-murder always to be allowed. 
The moft admired death in hiftory is that of the 
incomparable Lucretia, the pattern of her (ex, and 
the eventual foundrefs of Roman libcrtv. As 
there never has been a lady fmce that time', in 
her circumftances, but what has imitated her ex- 
ample, I think, fir, I may pronounce the cafe 
immutably to be excepted : and when Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, with that fuccefs and glory which always 
has and muft attend his labours, has decried the 
&y^g^ practice in vogue, I am perfuaded he will 
4eclare that (he is not only excufable, but that it 
is impoffible any woman ihould live after having 
been ravKhed^ 

I am. Sir, 

Tiur truly obliged 

H. M. 

Numb. 196. Thursday, Sept. 30, 1756. 

Tf T is a vulgar notion, and worthy of the vul- 
X g^r, for it is both falfe and abfurd, that paf- 
uonate people are the beft-natured people in the ' 
world. They are a little hajly^ it is true ; a trifig 
win put them in a fury ; and while they are in that 
fury^ they neither knoiu nor care what they fay or do :■ 
hut then as foon as it is over, they are extremely 
furry and penitent for any injury or mifchief they did. 
This panegyric on thefe choleric good-natured 
(eople, when examined and fimpli£d,. amounts 

V in 
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in plain common fenfeand Englifh to this : that 
they are good-natured when they are not illf. 
natured ; and that when in their fits of rage they 
have faid or done things that have brought them 
to the gaol or the gallows, they are extremely 
fbrry for it. It is indeed highly- probable that 
they are; but where is the reparation to thoft 
whofe reputations, limbs,, or lives they have either 
wounded or deftroyed ? This concern comes 
too late, and is only for themfelves. . Self-love 
was the caufe of the injury, .and is the only mo^ 
tive of the repentance. 

Had thefe furious peopli real good natniv^ 
their firft offence would be their laft, and they 
would refolve at all events never to reUpfe. The 
moment they felt their choler rifing, th^ would' 
enjoin themiel ires an abfolute filence and inaftion^ 
and by that fudden check radier expofe themfelves 
to a momentary ridicule (which, by the way; 
would be followed by univerfal applauie) than 
run the leaft rifk or being irreparably, mif-* 
chievous. 

I KNOW it is faid in their behalf, that this im- 
pulfe to wrath is conftitutionally fo fudden and fo 
lirong, that they cannot ftifle it, even in its birth r 
hut experience fhews^us, that this allegation is 
notorioufly falfe 5 for we diaily obfervie that thefe 
flormy perfons both can and ao lay tliofe gufts of 
paffion, when awed by refpedl,* reftniined- by in-* 
tereft, or intimidated by fear. The moft out-* 
ragedus fi^riofo does not give a loofe to his anger 
in prefencc of. his fovereign, or his miftrefs ; nor 
the expe&ant heir in prefence of the peevifh do^ 
tard from whom he hopes ^ for an inheritance. 
Tiieiblicitin^coiirtier, though perhaps ufider tfat^ 
L 5 *■ ' ftroxqjeff; 
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Srongcft provocations, from unjuft delays and 
broken prooMfes,, calmly fwallows his unavailing 
wraChy diiguifes it even under fmiles, and gently 
waits for more favourable moments : nor does 
die criminal fly in a paffion at his judge or his 

Therb is then but one folid excufe to be al- 
ledged in favour of thefe people ; and if they will 
irankly urge it, I will candidly admit it, becaufe 
h points out its own remedy. I mean, let them 
£itrly confefs themfelves mad, as they moft un- 
^ucKionably are : for what plea can thofe that 
are frantic ten times a day, bring aninft fhaving, 
Uceding, and a dark room, when To many much 
more harmlefs madmen are confined in their cells 
at Bedlam for being mad only once in a moon f 
Kay, I have been ^ured hy die late ingenious 
dooor Monroy that fuch of ius patients who were 
Hsilly of a good-natured difpofltion^ and who iiv 
their lucid intervals were allowed die liberty of 
walking about the hofpital, would frequently, 
when mey found the previous fymptoms of their 
leturning madnefs, voluntarily apply for confine- 
ment,. comcious of the mifchief which they might 
poffiWy do^ if at liberty. If thofe who pretend 
not to be mad, but who really are fo, had the 
&me fund of good-nature, they would make the 
lune application to their friendsy^ if diey have 
any. 

Th£R£ i» m the Menagiana a very pretty 
Aory of one of thefe angry gentlemen, which fets 
their extravagancy in a very ridiculous light. 

Two genuemen were riding together^ one of 
wfaom^ who vns a choleric one, happened to be 
nouated oa a high-mettled horfcr The horfe 



grew a little troublefome, at which the rider grew 
very angry, and whipped and fpurred him with 
great fury ; to which the horfe, almoft as wrong- 
headed as his mafler, replied with kicking aiid 
plunging. The companion, concerned for the 
danger, and alhamed of the folly of his friend, 
faid to htm coolly. Be quiet^ be quiet^ emd /hem 
yottrfelf the wtfer of the two. 

This fort of madnefs, for I will call it bvno 
Dther name, flows from various caufes, of wnich 
I (hall now enumerate the moft general. 

Light unballafted heads are very apt to be 
overfet by every guft, or even breeze of pallion ^ 
they appretiate things wrong, and think every 
thing of importance^ but what really is fo : henCe 
thofe frequent and fudden tranfittons from fillv 

i'oy to fiUier anger, according as the prefent filly 
mmour is gratified or thwarted. This is the 
never-failing charafteriftic of the uneducated vul- 
gar, who often in the fame half-hour fight with 
fury, and ihake hands with afFeftipn. Such heads 
give themfelves no time to reafon ; and if you at- 
tempt to reafon with them, they think you ralJy 
them, and refent the affront. They are, in 
(hort, overgrown children, and continue fo in 
the moft advanced age. Far be it from me t» 
mfinuate, what fome ill-bred authors have bluntly 
afierted, that this is in general the cafe of thi 
faireft part of our fpecies, whofe great vivacity 
does not always allow them time to reafon con- 
fequentially, but hurries them into teftinefs upoit 
the leaft oppofition to their will. But at the 
fame time, with all the partiality which I have 
for them, and nobody can have more than I have, 
1 muft confe& that in all their debates^ I have, 
L 6 much 
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Buich mort admired the copioufneis of their rhe«^ 
iDric, than the conclufivenefs of their logic. 

People of ftrone animal ipirits, warm confti* 
lutioDs^ and a cold genius (a moft unfortunate 
)Ui4 ridiculous^ though common compound] are 
noft irafdbk animals, and very dangerous ia 
their wiathi. They are aAive, puzzlings blun-* 
Bering, and petulantly enterpnfmg and perfever^ 
ighg*. They are impatient of the leaft contradic- 
tion^ having neither arguments nor words to re- 
ply with ; and the animal part of their compo* 
fitiOB burfts out into furious explofions, which. 
have often mifchievous confequences^ Nothing 
it. too outcamus or criminal for them to fay o£ 
4o. lA theie nts ; but as the beginning of theix: 
frenzy is eafily difcoverable by thei£ glaring eyes,^ 
inflamed countenances, and rapid motions, the 
company,, as conferva^n of the peace (which, byi 
the way, every man is,, till the authority of a 
anagiftrate can be procured) (bould. forcibly feize 
thefe madmen, and confine them in the meaa 
time, in^fome dark dofet, vault, or coal-hole. 

Men oi nice honour,^ without, one grain o£ 
Qommon. honefty (for. fuch there are); are won-^ 
derfutly combuftible. The honourable is to fup-*^ 
fprt and.proted. the difhoneft part of their cha« 
racier.. The con&ioufhefs of their guilt- makes: 
them both^fore and jealou3.. 

There is another very irafcihle fort of human 
animals^ whofe madnels proceeds from pride^ 
Thefe are gempraily the people, who. having juft 
fortunes fufficieat to live idle and ufelefs.tofociety,, 
weate them felves gentlemen, and. are (criipuloufly 
tpnderof the rank and dignity which they hav« 
oat. They rpqu^^^^n^ore refpe<a, from being 
3^ confciouS: 
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jconfcious that they have no ri^ht to any. They 
conftrue every thing into a flight, aflc explana*^ 
tions with heat, and mifunderftand them with 
fury. Who are you ? What are you ? Do you know 
who you /peak to? FU teach you to be ftUfa to 
gentletnariy are their daily idioms of fpeech, which 
frequently end in aflault and battery, to the great 
emolument of the Round-houfe and Crownr 
office. 

I HAVE known many young fellows, who at 
their firft fetting out into the world,. or. in the army, 
have flmulated a paffion which they did not.feel^ 
merely as an indication of fpirit, which word is 
falfely looked upon as fynonymous with coun^. 
They drefs and look fterce, fwear enormouflyj 
and rage fusioufly, (educed by that popular word^ 
fpirit. But I beg leave to inform thejb miftakea 
young gentlemen,, whofe error I compaflionate, 
that tne true fpirit of a rational being conftfts in 
cool and fteady refolution, which can only beithe 
rcfult of refle<aion and virtue, 

I AM very forry to be obliged to own, that 
there is not a more irritable part of the fpecies, 
than my brother authors. Criticifm,.cenfure,Qr 
even the flighteft' difaj^robation of their immor^ 
taK works, excite their moft. furious indignation. 
It is true indeed that they exprefs their refentment 
in a manner lefs dangerous both to others and to 
themfelves. Like incenfed porcupines, they dart 
their qiiills at the objects of. their wrath^^ The 
wounds given by thefe ihafts are not mortal, and 
only painful in proportion to the diilance from 
whence they fly. Thofe which are difcharged 
(^s by much the greateft numbers are) from great 
heights,, iiich. as, garrets, or- four-pairrofTftair 

rooms,. 
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rooms, are puflfed away by the wind, and never 
hit the mark ; but thole which are let ofF from a 
firft or fccond floor, arc apt to occafion a little 
fmartrng, and fometimes feftering, efpecially if 
the party wounded be unfound. 

Our Great Creator has wifely given ui 
fiaflions, to rouzeus into action, rn/ tn engage 
otir gratitude to him by the pleafures they' procure 
us ; but at the fame time h * has kinily given us 
reafon fufficient, if we will hut give that reafon 
fair play, to controul thofe paffions ; and has de- 
legated authority to fay to them, as he faid to the 
waters, •• Thus far (hall ye go, and no farther.* 
The angry man is his own fevertil tormentor; 
his breaft Icnows no peace, while his raging paf- 
fions arc reftraincd by no fenfc of either religious 
or moral duties. What woald be his cafe, if his 
tmforgiving example (if I may ufc fuch an ex- 
prcfRon) were followed by his AiL-MERciFUL 
Maker, whofe forgivenefs he can only hope for, 
in proportion as he nimfelf forgives and loves his 
fellow-creatures, 

' Numb. 197. Thursday, OSfober 7,. 1756. 

IF we give credit to the vulgar opinion, or even 
to the afiertions of fome reputable authors 
t)oth ancient and modern, poor human nature 
was not originally formed for keeping : every age 
has degenerated ; and from the fail of the firft 
man, my unfortunate anceftor, our fpecics has 
fceen tumbling on, century by century, from bad 
to worfc, for about fix thouiand years* 

Con- 
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Considering this progreffive ftate of dcte-^ 
f ioration, it is a very great mercy that things are 
no worfe with «s at prcfent j fince, geometrically 
■peaking, the human ought by this time to have 
funk infinitely below the brute and the vegetable 
fpecies, which are neither of them fuppofed to 
have dwindled or degenerated confkierably, ex*- 
cept in a very few inftances : for it muft be own- 
ed that our modern oaks are inferior to thofe of 
Dodona, our breed of horfes to that of the Cen-- 
taurs, and our breed of fowls to that of the 
Phoenixesw 

But is this really the cafe ? Certainly not. It 
is only one of thofe many errors which are art- 
fully fcattered by the def^ns of a few, and blindly 
adopted by the ignorance and folly oif the many. 
The moving exclamations of-^thefefad times f 
this degenerate age f the afFeding lamentations 
over declining virtve and trinmphant vice^ and the 
tiender and final farewell bidden every day to un^^ 
rewarded and difcoaraged public fpirit, arts antf 
fciences, are the common-place topics of the 
pride, the envy, and the malignity of the humai^ 
heart, that can more eafily forgive, and evca 
commendy antiquated and remote, than bear co- 
temporary and contiguous merit. Men of thefc 
Hieln fentiments have always been the fatirifts of 
their own, and the panegyrifts of former timesv - 
They give this tone, which fools, like birds in 
the dark^ catd> by ear, and whiftle all day 

*As it has conftantly been my endeavour to 
root out, if I could, or, if I could not, to expofe 
the vices of the human heart, it ftiall be the ob^ 
jedt of this day*s paper to examine this -ftrangt 

ittvertei 
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inverted entail of virtue and merit upwards, ac- 
cording to priority of birth, and feniority of age, 
I (hall prove it to be forged, and contequently 
Bull and void to all intentt and purpofea wbatr 
Ibever. 

• If I loved to jingle, I would fay that human 
nature has always been invariably the £une, tho' 
always varying ; that is, the fame in fubftance, 
but varying in forms and modes, from many 
concurrent caufes^ of which, perhaps we know but. 
few. Climate, education, accidents, fevera]ly^ 
contribute to change thofc modes ; but in all cli«- 
mates, and in all ages, we difcover thro' them 
the fame paflions, alFeflions, and appetites, and 
the fame degree of virtues and vices. 

Th isheing unqueflionably the true {late of the 
cafe, which it would beendlefs to bring inflances 
to prove from the hiflories of all times and of all. 
nations, I fhall,.by way of warning to the incau-- 
tious, and of reproof to the defigning, proceed^ 
to explain the reafons, which I have butjuft 
hinted at above, why the human nature of the 
time being has always heen.reckoned the worft : 
and moft d^Aerate.. 

Authors, efpecially poets, though great men, . 
are, alas ! hut men ; and like other men, fubjecS: 
to the weaknefies^of human .nature, though per- 
haps in a lefs degree: but it.is however certain 
that their breafts are not abfolutely flrangers to 
the paifions. of .jealoufy, pride, and en vy> Hence 
it is that they are very apt to meafure merit by 
the century, to love dead authors, better than liv- 
ing ones, and to love them the better, the longer 
they have been dead. The Auguftan age i^ 
dierefore their, favourite sera,, beings at leait.fe- 

vcntcea. 
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venteen hundred years diftant from the prefent* 
That emperor was not only a judge of wit, but, 
for an emperor, a tolerable performer too ; and 
Maecenas, his firft minifter, was both a patron, 
and a poet : he not only encouraged and pro- 
tefled, but fed and fattened men of wit at his own 
table, as appears from Horace : no fmall encou- 
ragement for panegyi;ic. Thofc were times in-» 
deed for genius to difplay itfelf in ! It was ho* 
noured, tafted, and rewarded. But now- " 
O tempera ! O mores I One muft however do 
juftice to the authors, who thus declaim againft 
their own times, by acknowledging that they arc 
fcldom the aggrefibrs; their own times have 
commonly begun with them. It is their refent* 
ment, not their judgment (if they have any) that 
fpeaks this language. Anger and defpair make 
them endeavour to lower that merit, which, till 
brought very low indeed, they arc confcious they 
cannot equ^. 

There is another and more numerous fct 
of much greater men, who ftill more loudly 
complain of the ignorance, the corruption, ano 
the degeneracy of the prefent age. Thefe arc 
the confummate volunteer, but unregarded and 
unrewarded politicians, who at a modeft compu* 
tation amount to at leaft three millions of fouls 
in this political country, and who are all of them 
both able and willjng to fteer the great veffel of 
the ftate, and to take upon themfelves the whole 
load of bufinefs and burthen of employments^ for 
the fervice of their dear country. The admini- 
ftration for the time being is always the worft, 
the moft incapable, th^ moft corrupt, that ever 
was, and negligent of every thing but their owrv. 

iatereft*. 
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interrft. ffT^en are tmu your Cecils and your 
ffaifingbams f Thofe who afk that queftion could 
anfwer it, if they would fpeak out, Themfshes : 
For they are all that, and more too. 

I STEPT the other day, in order only to in- 
quire how my poor country did, into a cofFee- 
houfe, that is without dilpute the leat of the 
ibundeft politics in this great metropolis, and tat 
mjrielf-down within ear-ihot of the principal 
council»table. Fortunately for me, the prefi- 
dent, a peribn of age, dignity, and hecoming gra- 
vity, had juft begun to fpeak. He flated with 
iniinifie perfpicuity and knowledge the prefent 
ftateof aflairs in other countries, and the lamen- 
table Situation of our own. He traced with his 
finger upon the table, by the help of fome cofiee 
which he had fpilt in the warmth' of hit exor- 
dium, the whole coiirfe of the Ohio, and the 
boundaries of the Ruffian, Pruffian, Auflrian, and. 
Saxon dominions ; forefaw a long and bloody 
war upon the continent, calculated the fupplics 
neceffary for carrying it on, and pointed out the 
beft methods of raifuig them, which, for that 
very reafon, he intimated would not be purfucd. 
He wound up his difcourfe with a moft pathetic 
peroration, which he concluded with faying, 
Tilings were mt carried $n in this way in queen 
£lizabeth*s days ; the public was conjidered^ and 
able men were confulted and employed, Tho/e were 
days / ** Aye, hr, and nights too, I prcfumc, 
** ( faid a young fellow who ftood near him) fome 
** longer and fome fliorter, according to the va- 
*.' nation of the feafons 5 pretty much lilce ours*** 
Mr. Prcfident was a little furprized at the fudden- 
nefs and p;rtucfs of this in^rruption -» but recom-* 
^ poilng 
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pofing himfelf, anfwcrcd with that cool con-* 
tempt that becomes a great man, " I did not 
** mean aftronomical days, but political onesr'* 
The young fellow replied, '^ O then, fir, I am 
" your fervant," and went off in a laugh* 

Thus informed and edified I went off toc^, 
but could not help reflefting in my way, upon the 
fingular ill-luck of this my dear country, which, 
as long as ever I remember it, and as far b;^k as 
I have read, has always been governed by the 
only two or three people, out of two or three 
millions, totally incapable of governing, and uo- 
fit to be truftcd. But thefe r^ftions were foon 
interrupted bv numbers of people^ whom I ob- 
ferved crowding into a public hotife. Among; 
them I difcoverecl my yforthy firiend and tsnrlor^ 
tiiat induftrious mechanic^ Mr« Regnier. l ftp** 
plied to kirn to kfiow the meaiiing of that anr- 
ceurfe ; to wliidiy with his ttfeal humanity, bo 
anCwered) ^ We are the tnafter^tayiorsy who are 
^ to meet to-wigbt to confidcr whst is to bd 
^ done about our joimieymcii, who infult and 
^* impofe in>on os, to the great detriment o£ 
^ trade." I afked him whedier under his pro« 
teAion I mi^ht flip in and bear their detibeia^ 
' tions. He iaid^ yes, and welcome ; for that thej 
- fliould do nothing to be afhamedNof. I profited 
of this permiffion, and following him into the 
room, found a confiderable number of thefe inge- 
nious artifts aflembled, and waiting only for the 
arrival of my friend, who it feems was too confi- 
derable for Dufinefs to begin without him. He 
accordingly took the lead, opened the meeting 
with a very handfome fpeeeh, in which he gave 
many inftances of the infolence, the unreatbn-» 

ablencls^ 
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ablenels, and tke exhorbitant demanck of the 
journeymen taylors, and concluded with obferv- 
ing, ** that if the government minded any thing- 
•* now-a-days but themfelves, fiich abufes would 
** not have been fuffercd ; and had they been* 
**• but attempted, in queen Elisabeth's days, fhe 
^^ would have worked them with a witnefs.'" 
Another orator then rofe up to (peak ; but as I. 
was ^re that he couid fay nothing better than 
what had juft fallen^ from my worthy friend, I 
Hole off unobferyed, and was purfuing my wayt 
home, when in the very next ttreet 1 difcovered 
a much greater number of people (though, by 
their drefs of feemingly inferior note) rufhing \n^ 
to another public houfe. As numbers always 
excite my curiofity, almoft as much as they mu*' 
tiially do each otheP^ paffions^ I crowded in with 
them, in order to difcover the objefi of this 
meeting, not without fome fufpicion that this* 
frequent fenate might be compofed of the jour<» 
jieymen taylors, and convened in oppofidon to 
that which I had juft left* My fufpicion was 
loon confirmed by the eloquence of a journey- 
man, a finifher, I prefume, who expatiated with 
equal warmth and dignity, upon the injuftice and 
opprefHon of the mafter taylors, to the utter ruinr 
of thoufands of poor journeymen and their fa^ 
milies ; and concluded with afferting, " it was^ 
^' a (hame that the government and the parlia- 
*' ment did not take notice of fuch abuies ; and 
•* that had the mailer taylors done thefe things 
** in queen Elizabeth's days, (he would have maf--- 
♦• tered them with a vengeance, fo fhe would." 

I CONFESS I could not help fmilinff at this fin- 
gular conformity of fentiments, and almoft of 

expref- 
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expreffions, of the maflrer politicians, the mailer 
taylors, and the journeymen taylors. I am con- 
vinced that the two latter really and honeftly be- 
lieved what they faid ; it not being in the leaft 
improbable that their underftandings (hould be 
the dupes of their interefts : but I will not fo pe- 
remptorily anfwer for the interior convi(Sti9n of 
the political orator -^ though at the fame time, I 
muft do him the juftice to (ay, he feemed full dull 
jcnough to be very mack in earneft« 

The feveral Icenes of this day fuggefted to 
me when I got home various reflections, which 
perhaps I may commiinicate to my xeaders ia 
fome future paper^ 

!NuMB. 19S. Tmitrsdav, O^fober .14, I756, 
Memo Infefe tentat defcendere^ nemo. 

To.Mr. Fjtz-Adam. 

IB E G your advice and afliftance to enaibic 
me to get rid of one of the moft impertinent 
companions that ever exifted. I have tried every 
^rt and contrivance in my power to free myfelf 
from his odious converfation ; the creature will 
prefs upon my retirement, and force himfelf upon 
me in fpite of my teeth ; though the tete a tete 
is always the moft (hocking and unmannerly you 
can poflibly conceive. The thing is always 
meddling in my affairs in a manner to be qui t 

intolerable I 
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intolerable ; always fetting them in fucb a light, 
as cannot fail to put me out of humour ; and teas- 
ing me with refie<5tion6 that make me weary of 
my life. I am fure I could more eaiily bear the 
fpiteful tongues of twenty witty females at a maf- 
qucrade^ than the impertinence of this animal for 
a quarter of an hour; and with concern I find| 
that the more pains I take to free myfelf from 
him, the more troublefome he grows. 

NcR do I complain only for my own fake, 
^t for the (akcs of almou the whole circle of 
my acquaintance, as well female as male, who 
ta general are peftered in a moft unreafonable 
manner by this faucy intruder, whom all are fure 
to admit, though fo few care for his company, 
and againft whofe prefumption no rank or dig- 
nity, no quality or profefSon, can defend them. 
He will force himfelf into the clofet, hover about 
the bed, and penetrate through the thickeft dark- 
nefs into the deepeft reccfs ; will travel with us 
by fea and land, and follow the wretch'lhto ba- 
iiiftimcnt. In vain does the ftatefman hug him- 
felf with the -fuccefe of his unjuft fchemes, or ex- 
ult in the gratification of his ambition or revenge ; 
una wed by his power, this haughty companion 
will check his career of tranfport, placing be- 
FoVe his eyes the inftability of his fituation, and 
the confequenccs of his aftions. In vain does 
the flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endeavour to 
recolleft with pleafure the badinage of the day ; 
the creature will difturb their moft delightful re- 
veries, and by the magic of his intervention, 
convert all the imaginary agrements into vanity, 
folly, and loft time. You cannot wonder then 
toat fo many avoid and fly him, and that the 

panic 
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panic fpread by him (houM extend icfeif far and 
wade ; nor can you be much amazed when I af- 
fure you, that it is no uncommon thing to fee 
men of fenfe and courage fly from him without 
-reafon, and take refuge in thofe polite reforts^ 
where diffipation, riot, and luxury^ fecure them 
•from his vifits, which they only decline becaufe 
4t is unfarfhionable to converfe with him. It is 
furprizing what pains are continually takw, 
what contrivances have been ufed to get rid of 
this univerfal phantom. Some flatter him, fome 
bully him, and fome endeavour to impofe upon 
him 5 but he never fails to detcdl their frauds, 
and to refent them with feverity. 

The beaus and fine gentlemen feem to revere 
and adore him, pouring forth libations of fweet 
water, and offering him the incenfe of perfumes j 
cloathing him in dreflTes, elegant and expenfive 
as thofe of our lady of Loretto, praftifing every 
art of heathen or popifli idolatry, even torturing 
themfelves for his fake ; but all with no manner 
©f fticcefs ; for the brute in return is as unfociable 
and difegrceable to the pretty creatures, as the 
mcft favagc fquire, or the moft formal pedant ; 
{o that, fpite of their pretences, they are obliged 
to fly, as a plague, from what they appear moft 
to admire. I cannot here omit a whimfical cir* 
cifmftance in this paradoxical charafter, that moft 
people are reproached with loving him with the 

freateft partiality and fondnefs, and are greatly 
clighted to hear him praifed, yet very few feet 
to come to the knowledge of him, or cultivate 
his acquaintance ; nay, the greater part try all 
poflible means to avoid encountering him. 

Our 
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Our modern philofophers pretend, by their 
fyftems to have iilenced him, and by that means 
to have prevented his being troublefome to them 
or their acquaintance ; but how fallacious thefe 
pretences are, is plain from their avoiding all op* 
portunities of being alone with him, and die con* 
fufion they exprefs whenever by unavoidable ne- 
ceffity they are forced to it. Others, as he is a 
known enemy to the modern elegant tables, have 
exerted all the arts of the kitchen againft him, 
lengthening the feaft till midnight to keep him 
off; but, like the reckoning, he appears when 
the banquet is over, reproaching the bounteous 
hoft with his profufion, and the pampered gucft 
with his wanton faticty : nay, fo galling are his 
reprchenfions, and-ifo troublefome his intrufion, 
that there have not been wanting inftances, even 
in high life, of thofe, who not being able to keep 
him oft'otherways, have called in to their relief 
the halter, dagger, and piftol, and fairly removed 
themfelves into another world to get rid of him, 
though certain queer fellows pretend that they 
are bit, and that he has followed theqi even 
thither. 

The fair fex, though generally favourable to 
^hc impertinent, are lo rudely attacked by this 
infolent intruder, that to keep him ofF^ they have 
been obliged to call in to their affiftance the relief 
of routs, balls, aiTemblies, operas, gardens, and 
cards ; and all little enough for their prote<Sion* 
He might indeed pretend to fome fhare of their 
favour, as, like themfelves, he is a fevere cen- 
furcr of his acquaintance ; but there is this dif- 
ference in their management, that the ladies are 
generally fondeft of fixing their cenfure on the 
innocent, and their adverfary is a judge that con- 
demns 



fkmns^ none but tiie guilty . The Buck and' tl» - 
Sot ftenp tO; be Uaft afibded by hisi importunity f 
aitbeonoy firdm^his natural inf«iiibility^ can at^ 
tend to nc^ngy and the other isalwap: afleep^ 

l» thedty,i^oft of the middling rankioonverje' 
with^himp!»ttyfamiliady.5-and:thcrichj to whom 
he might on fome occafions prove trooblefome,. 
bt^feac^charmv to- ktop him oiiF.. They^placda 
manh^r of bagpv ft^^l' ^ pieces, of a? particular 
metal, clofe together ; or in their ftead,. fome bits^ 
of- paper infcribed with- certain cabaliftical. cha* 
rft£i^«, which, with a Midas-like touch, they can 
tranfmuteintog^Jdl By the helps of tMs charm,. 
though^they do not entirely, get rid of him, they 
become quite infenfible tO- every thing he can- 
fuggeft. But as thefe materiaU are not' alwayi^at 
hund; or are aj^lied- to other ufcs by the pcwiter 
part of mankind, this.magicis^not pYoperfy un- 
derftood or praftifed at the other end of the 
town ; though it is faid^that fome particular pcr- 
fons there had tried* it with- a proper efFeft. 

NoTWiTHS*rANi>iNG all I have advanced of 
this impertinent vifitor, I cannot help owning 
that fome have, attempted to infmuate a better 
opinion of hint; A certain oW gentleman^ for 
recommending his -acquaintance, got the title of 
a wife man ; a name at preffintbut of^ntall con- 
fideration i, and. I am. told, that there never, were 
lAit fdvenv v/ho were,atlbwed that title:. There 
are indeed Tome ftw, perfons of high" rank of both^ 
f6xes,. that db vauchilfeto ct)mmunewith him ; 
but they are fdch foK of fblks as are hardly fit to 
converle v^ith any but one another; and veiy 
happily, one is feldom peflered with them at' 
pliices of polite aflbciation ; fcarcca man among 

Y'oL. IV, I^ them 
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them knoiring bow to make a bctt, to drink hk 
third bottlo^ or that has fpirit to afpire at the 
reputadoa of a haaufntwu. The ladies of this 
daft are alfo (b unfit for the converiation of the. 
world, that not one in ten of them, knows how 
to play a rubber at Whiil> or dares to fet down 
to a party at Bragg. 

I HAVE now, fir, laid my complaints before 
you, and bcg^your advice how to get clear erf* my 
perplexity* sAj troublefome companion is, no 
doubt, too well known to you to require the in- 
fertion of his name ; but as ibme of your readers 
(particularly females) may be fubjedl to the frailty 
of forgetting their moft intimate acquaintance, 1 
will inform them, that this ghaftlv phantom that 
intrudes fo impertinently upon all forts of people, 
this creature that we fo feldom know what to do 
with, and wifh fo heartily to get rid of, is no 
other than One's Self. 

I am. Sir, 

Yawrsj &c. 

Timothy Loiter. 

Numb. 199. Thursday, OSioher 21, 1756. 

AN extravagant paffion for coIle£ling flowers, 
and which obtained the name of TuUpo^ 
mania ^ or Tulip madnefs, is faid to have become, 
not many years ago, the fubjeft of a reftridlive 
law in one of the moft frugal countries in 
Europe. 

Indeed few nations or ages are without their 
madneffcs j and as it is remarked by pbyficians 

^at 
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that every year has its peculiar difeafe, fo tire may 
obferve that every country, in the courfe of leU 
than half a century, has its peculiar vd^»//7. 

At prefent the Political Mania is pretty violent 
in thefe kingdoms ; but I believe, upon a little 
attention, that we fhall find ^t Genteel Mania to 
have a long while extended itfelf with the moft. 
general influence among us. 

The mere word Genteel feems to have had fo • 
lingular an efficacy in the very found of it, 33- to 
have done more to the confounding all diftinc- 
tions, and promoting a levelling principle, than 
the philofophic refleftions of the moft profound 
teacher of republican maxims. 

To do the genteel thing, to wear the gtntecl 
thing, a genteel method of education and living, 
or a genteel way of becoming either a knave or 
a bankrupt, has ruined as many once worthy fa- 
milies as a plague or a civil war, and -rooted out 
of this country more real virtues than can be re- 
planted in it for many centuries* 

A SENSE of duties in our feveral relations is 
prodigioufly ungenteeL It is the prerogative of . 
this age to do every thing in the j^^/^^/j/f jmanner. 
And though our anceltors were good honeft 
people, yet to be fure their notions were very 
ungenteeL Nothing now feems duller than their 
apothegms, and their reafoning is as unfaihion* 
able as the cut of their coats. 

The imitating every ftation above our own, 
feems to be the firft principle of the genteeleji Ma* 
niay and operates with equal efficacy upon the 
tenth coufin of a woman of quality, and her ac- 
quaintance who retails Gentility among her neigh- 
bours in the Borough, , . . . 

Ma* So 
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So decpl)(; aj» ali rank^ of poopl'e^. impreflM^ 
with the Gentielj that Mrs. Bett^ is of opiiHon 
that rout& would: be veiy genteel in the kitchmi ; 
smd it is no fiuprixing' thing for a Monqoouth- 
fkeeti broker ^o afiure a-bafket-wom^ that- the- 
old gown he would (ell to her i^ perfe^y Gi^i- 
tuJ. 

Ttiis genteel difea/A fiiewa itfelf * undbix verjL 
different appearances, h have, known a- healthy 
ypung ^irl (caccea fortnight in town, but it>hgas 
zBtSidoed her voice, difboited her countenance, 
aAd.alcDoft taken, away theai^fe of her* limbs,^ at* 
tended wifh. a. cooftaht giddinefjl of tlie he^d, 
and a reftlefTnefs ofbeingJongin^apl^e^; tili-at- 
I^ repeatedicoldsLcaughtat V^auxj^atl^ arvic>l6nt 
fev.er at a ridotto, (bmething like a dropfjn at a 
mafquerade, and: thq- rma]i> 'pox in fucGe/Qon, 
with a. general, defertion. of admirers, have re- 
flored her to her fenfes*, and her old- aynts in the 
country. 

Florid made a good' figure in- the univorfity^ . 
as a. feriftblo fober young fellow^ and an excel- 
lent fcholar. ; till unluckily for him^ a fchemeto 
town infpired bin^ with tnenotions of C^n^7//y^ 
ufually cdntra6):ed at the. Shakefpear, ^d a Bag- 
nio. Infteadof his once* rational friend^ip&.at 
the feats, of litemture^ his^pailtpn now was to eq- 
joy thevanityof ^Yalking ^m in arm witl^ fight 
honourables in all public places-; to his former- 
acquaintance (if it was fometimes impofiible to 
avoid, the meeting fuch/difagreeable people) he 
fcarce cond^fcended to bow^ and nothing under 
the heir apparent of an earl could 'make hiln to- 
lerably civil. In a fbortvtime he became- at- the. 
taverns of the firft faihion the. principal judge -of 

true 



true wjKffe, and the umpire of '3ebaQ|^% \n every 
parfy at Whift, His eqoips^gie^ h'oilfe, and K-*- 
veries were the moelel of GentHky^ to toen whd 
had lets ^nius for invention, thotigh more fdr- 
t«n€ than hifnfelf^ till hiavnng rediiced the little 
patrimony left him by a frugal fathei^, he was 
cirred of the Genteel hy a poor regrmeh in thi 
Fleet. 

Dick Ledger was « ^lam iioneft man ; hi* 
amceftors had been traddinen for five genera*, 
tions, And to the fortfane which they hfed al- 
ready accumulated for him, Dick, by his in^ 
duftry, had added abbtft ten thoufand pounds : 
when unfortunately the ■fymptoms of the Gentwst 
Mania a^p6ared in tiie family. Mrs, Ledger's 
head was firft tutned^ immediately aftea: hefr pay-* 
ing a vifit to a Vfery. diftaAt relation of faftiion 
»t the other end of the town. Her daughter 
foon caught the infeftion j and it was unani-^ 
moufly determined by the voice of the whole 
family, notwithftanding Mr. Ledger's opinion to 
the contrary, that it was right for a woman in 
her fituation to make fortie appc^hnce j that it 
was Mr. Ledger's duty, if he had any regard for 
her and his children, to live a little ghiteel^ and 
introduce his family pfoperiy into life. That it 
was very abfurd in Mr. Ledger to think of 
making Tommy a foap-boiler,' and that a lad of 
his parts ftiould be brought up to fome genteet 
profeffion. The refult of thefe important delW 
berations was a coach and four h^es, as man^* 
footmen, a fine feat in the country, and a town- 
houfe in Grofvenor-fquare for due r^dence df 
Mrs. Ledger. 

M 3 T^uuitp 
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Tommy, after taking lodgings for one year 
in the politeft college at Oxford, fpending tnere 
five hundred pounds, and becoming a perfeft 
adept in tennis, fet out upon his travels under 
the care of a French valet de chambre, to learn 
the Norman accomplifhments at Caen : and at 
length, having left his modefty at Paris, his fo- 
briety in Germany, his morality at Venice, and 
all religion at Rome, he returned, neither fit for 
a foap-boiler nor a gentleman, with too much 
pride for the former, and too little improvement 
for the latter. The fum of all was, that the re- 
putation of the young ladies became ibmewhat 
equivocal, and Mrs. Ledger herfelf was thought 
to be no better than fhe fhould be. Mr. Ledger 
loon after faw his name among the numerous Tift 
of bankrupts in the Gazette. However, by re- 
turning into the air of the city, he quickly grew 
better, but it is thought that Mrs. Ledger will 
never recover. 



To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

I HAVE a brother at Cambridge, who is a 
fcholar, which I am not, becaofe I am eldeft. 
While he is writing a learned hiftory of the fa- 
fhions of the paft ages in polite antiquity, I am 
here in town inventing new ones for the orna- 
ment of the prefent. He has ftudied whole vo- 
lumes as big as church bibles, about the fhape of 
the Roman fhoes, the half-moons upon fenato- 
rial buflcins, and the grafhopper pQmpoons worn 
by the kdies at Athens.. Being well acquainted 

with 
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with bufts and coins, he has fettled with great 
critical cxaftnefs the origin of head^drefTes, and 
the chronology of periwigs 5 and he fays that he 
IS now at laft, after feveral years meditation antf 
reading, able to convince the world, that caps 
and lappets were invented by the Egyptians, and 
that the Greeks ufed pafte in dreffing the hair. 
As to myfelf, I am the firft man who introduced 
the long walking-fticks. As foon as the public 
comes into my fafhions I quit them^ and gene- 
rally have the diftance of the fmarteft young fel- 
lows about town in the novelty of my habit. I 
intend to introduce roll-up ftockings and high 
heels this winter : by the following winter, if uie 
mode ihould take, then I ihall wear no heels at 
all, and a pair of trunk hofe lirke my grand-' 
father's piflure in our great hall in the country,- 
An old gentleman, with whom 1 condefcend now- 
and-then to converfe (who by-the-bye is my fa- 
ther) often remonftrates to me what a mad way 
of^drefling I am got into. I anfwer, that I won- 
der he (hould reprove nie, when he himfelf is a 
fop but Of twenty years ' ftanding : and as my 
acquaintance affure me that I have the gentedejt 
fency in the world,, pray now come and fee me 
at George's ffor you will cafily know me), and tell 
"me if you don't think fo. 

TourSj 

Nicholas NovEt. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

** This is to acquaint thofe who are inclined 

** to encourage every polite attempt in this na- 

•• tion, that an academy will (hortly be opened 

M 4 " at 
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^* at a proper xiiftance tfaom 'the diti^ (calculated 
^^ in xhcgsnudift tufte for the receptkii *df per-^ 
^ (bns >k4io would ch life 'to be jfc^MiaiZr. None 
*^ whofe fatntlies are in trade mil he admitted, 
^< hut the i^ ccflnpaw only. Tlie price of 
f ^ hoarding is a 'hundred guineas a quarter, and 
«« cverjr thing elfe in .fHToportioiu All perfond 
«< accompliflinieiiis aie. taught ill (the iame Dian^ 
«< ner as abroad, and great :care will :he taken to 
^* in^e them with the gatUeM AntimflDOta 
^ upon all fubj££b, whether poltiical, .mocal, 
«< or religious. As to the iatter, the young 
^ gentlemen ssa^ be hiought oqx m eny ws^ 
^ their iriends think moft «aonveikient. Aevend 
¥ phaetons and curricles will .he J^cpt ibr ttheir 
^ amufement 4 and as the conver&tiom cf 'ladiei 
** is fo neceflGuy to form the .douceur of their 
*^ manners, the agrenunt .o£ fuch a fbcietv wiH 
*« not be wanting. A gentleman, who lias u^ucUeii 
^ under Mr. Hoyle, .wiH teach them to ijpl^y 2t 
^ cards gratis. 

^^ N. B. J.UiDG£S, biihops, ^ any gmat o£f< 
*< xers that happen to :be a little aufcw* d rn their 
^ addrefs^ may have an opportunity sf kanaiRg 
¥ to dance privately, or iha^ jae waited ttp«^ at 
¥ hooie^ if.tbgrMfureit/' 
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Numb. 2X)o Thomuay, O^oiir 28,. vj^^ 

Tfcx^^ v^pr4'f U^-iJ^' l;(4»rr Soph. 

Stabant et Parii lafidetj ffirtKAa fignd* ViHG.. 

I A M Indebted to a vierj ingeiuous correfpond-^ 
ent at Camlwidge for the. following oSe, 
which in juftice to its merit, and for the enter-- 
tainment of thofc of my readers who have a true 
tafte for poetical compofitipn, I have talcen the- 
firft opportunity to nuike public^ 
♦ . . • 

AN 

O D E 

OH 

S C U .L P T U R £, 

J ED lytht nmftj ntfjtgpfervaief 
-^-^ The facred haunts^ the peaceful Jhades^ 

Where ART and ScuLjPTURE reign ; 
Tjfee^ I feey at their iomnumd^ 

The living J^ones in order Jl and ^ 
Jbti marble breathe through ev'ry vein f 

M 5 TiMl 
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Time breaks bis boftiUfcytbi\ hejighs^ 

To find his fwfr maugnant fled ; 
*^ And what avaUs-my- dart.he cries ^ 
^^ Since tbefe can animate the dead ? 
** Since wak^d'to msmhiife^' ageSn istjime' ^ 
^ Tie patriet/eems tojpeakj the herofroxxm ?*'' 

There ViKTUE^sJUent train are feen^^ 

Fa/t fix' d their loots J ereSf their ^mien. 

Lo ! while with more than floic fotdy. 

The ♦ Attic Sage exhaujis the bowly, 

A tale fieffufion Jhades.his eyeit^ 

Till hj degrees the rmxrhle dies h" 

See there the irgur'd if OUT bked/' 

Ah ! fee hi, droops, his languid head I 

JVhat. flatting nerves^ what dying pain^. 

What horror freixes ev^ry^vein./ 
Thefe are thy worisy O SCULPTURE ! thine t^jhcut: 
ife rugged rock a feeling fenfe ofwoe^ . 

Yet not alone fuch themes demand: 

The P^HYBiAsflroke^ the DjEDAL handi^ 

f'view with melting eyes 
A pfter fcene of grief dtfplafd^ 
frhilefrom her breajh the- duteous maid'. 

/for Infant Sire with food fup^lies^. 
Jn pitjmgf^i^fhe weeps^ojee. 

His fqualtd hair^ and galling thains i ^ 
And tremblings on her bended knecy . 
His hoary head her. hand fufiains^ . 

4^ Socntef, who wu coodtmned to di« by ,pM(ba« 
f. Seneca, bDrn-«t Corduba, who, according to PIiAy^watOTM 
WfSfi^i ^^ philofoplicr. Vk bl€4.to death.ia the bit^. - 
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JVhtle evWy, look, and forr^ng feature prove j . 
How Jo ft her breajij how great her filial love* 

Lo! there the wild * Assyrian Queen,, 

ff^th threafning brow, and frantic mien ! 

Revenge! revenge I the marble cries,. 

TVhile fury JfarkUs in her eyes. 

Thus was her awful form beheld. 

When B ABY 1.0^* s proud fons rebelTdy^ 

She left ihe woman* s vainer care, 

And flew with loofe diJheveWd hair \ ^ 

She Jlretch' d her jhand, imbrued in blood, , 

While pale Sedition trembling flood; 
In fudden fllence, the mad crowd obeyed . 
Her awful voice, and Stygian Difcordfled*- 

With hope, or fear, or love^ by turns, > 
The marble leaps, orjkrinks, or burns, . 

As Sculpture waves her hand : 
The varying paJUions of the mind. 
Her faithful handmaids are affigrCd, , 

Andrije or fall by her command. 
When now life's wafled lamps expire,^ 

When finks to dufl this mortal frames 
She, like PROWLETHt.v s, grafps the fire ',. 

Her touch revives the lambent fiame ; 
While, Phoenix-like, theflateftnan, bard, orfagey 
Spring frejh to life, and breathe through e^ry^agei 

* Semiramis, com ei ciret coltom capitis fdit occupats nun* 
datum eifet Babylonem- defecifle ; altera parte crinium' adhue 
foluta protinus ad earn exppgnandam cucurrit : nee priiis deco-- 
rem capillorom in orflmem quam unt4m uchem in poteftafem 
foam redcgit: quocircii ftatua ejus Baby lone pofica eft, &c* ■ 
yal« Ma«r de Irat- « . 
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Jbmifd 
Sacii 

Who, ttasitmmgkwm^ij^ 
Ht traeitht mwtimi ^iitjkh 

Wkn timti ^rh fMftmf m/m^di 



Harry #r DnonoVy ktm^wlf L 

At Ne WTok*i Jtanm tiif itw ; 

With Vi&TV^'s pmt^ vffkl wtfffy 
Bdnld Am writmthUmi ^km ^ 
ILuL, migktj ti^mil imly msfkiimmfi 

AmdU! Ip^mL, Ihnfir/mmf 
Comiy Sci^KC£, hrigii£tiar£€if9^ 
Oh come^ oniliai tif mamfji hmkt^ bUy 
TbrM^bWmou'swrdMntspatki, mfiamr^ntmf 

Could I to muffiunt raja ^Jpixe^ 
OncSfori (ftM cfkftiatfin:^ 
The leading Cjnofure^ that ghmfd 
WhiU Smith exfdot'd the dark abedit^ 
Where Wisdom yjrf w» ii atv^e^ Jlfrine^ 
flow great n^ hoajl ! what prai^ weiP^ mine f 

• A noUe ftitne of Sir Ifaac Novtoa trtSbA in Trinity- 
^Jilgt <^£e V by doaor Samu ;^ 

MluJirimA 
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Illuftriow fage ! whd firfi mdffi tell 
fffherein m fm'rs ^ Music dwell ; 
And ev^ry magic chain ttntie^ 
^at hinds the fiul ^^Haemony ! 
yi THEE, whin moutfring in the duji^ 
T$ THEE Jhalljwell the breathing huft : 
Shall here (Jer tins reward thy merits claim) 
« Stand next in place ta Newton, as tnfame^ . 

Numb, stoi, Thursday, Nov^ 4^ i756» 

OF all the improvements in polite conveirfa-i 
tion, I know of nothing thsjt is half focn- 
lertaining as the dsMe entendre. It is a figure in 
f hetoric, which owes its birth, as wefl as ita 
name, to our inventive j;ieighbours the French ^ 
and it is that happy art, by which perfons of fa- 
fhion may communicate the loofeft i^^as imdei^ 
the moft innocent expreffions. The ladies have 
adopted k foj the beft reafon in the world : tkey 
have long fince difeovered, that the prefcnt fa- 
fliionable difptay of their perfens is by no mean& 
a fuificier^ hint to t-he ihen tiiat they mean any 
Aing more than to attract their admiration : the 
douhle entendre difplays the mind in an equal de- 
gree, and tells us from what motives the hire q:^ 
ieauty is thrown out. It is an explanatory 
note to a doubtful text, which renders the 
meaning fo obvious, that even the dulkft reader 
cannot poffibly miftake it» For though the 
double entendre may fometimes admit of a moral 
interpretation, as well as a wanton one, it is 
Bevex intended to be underflood but one- way ;, 

and^ 
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and he muft be a fimple fellow indeed, and to« 
tally unacc^uainted with good companyy who does 
not take it as it was meant. 

But it is one thing to invite the attacks of 
nen, and another to yield to them ; and it is by- 
no means a neceflary implication, that becaufe a 
lady chufes to drefs and talk like a woman of the 
town, (he mu.ft needs aA like one. I will be 
bold to aflert that the contrary happens at leail 
ton or a dozen times withm the fpace- of a 
twelvemonth ; nay, I^am almoft inclined to be- 
lieve, that when an enterprifing young fellow, 
who, from a lady's difplaying her beauties in 
public to the utmoft excefs of the mode, and fuit-> 
ing her language to her drefs, is apt to fancy 
himfelf fure of her at a the a tite^ it is not above 
four to one but he may meet with a repulfe. 
Thofe liberties indeed, which are attended with 
ho ruinous contingencies,, he may reafonably. 
claim, and expedl always to be indulged in : as the 
refufal of them would argue the higheft degree 
of prudery, a foible, which in this age of nature 
and freeaom, the utmoft malice of the world 
cannot lay to the charge of a woman of condi- 
tion : but it does not abfolutely follow, that 
becaufe fhe is good-humoured enough to grant 
every liberty but one, fhe muft refufe nothing. 

It may poffibly be oh}e£ted, that there is nei- 
ther good-breeding nor generolity in a lady's 
inviting a man to a feaft, when fhe only means 
to treat him with the garnifh : but fhe is cer-^ 
tainly miftrefs of her own entertainment, and 
has a right to keep thofe fubftantials under cover,, 
which me has no mind he fhould help himfelf to« 
A. hungry glutton may (as the phrafe is) eat hec 

out. 
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out of houfe and home ; and if he will not be 
fatisfied with whips and creams, he may carry 
his voracioufnefs to more liberal tables. A 
young lady of ceconomy will admit no fuch perr 
iofis to her entertainments f they, are a fet of 
robuft unmannerly creatures j. who are perpetually 
intruding themfelves upon the hofpitable and the 
generous, and tempting, them to thofe coftly 
treats, that ha^ in the end undone them,, and 
compelled them, ever after to keep ordinaries for . 
their fupport. 

From this confideration,. it were heartily to be 
wifhed that the ladies could be prevailed upoB 
to gjye fewer invitations in public places 5 . 
fincethe moft frugal of them cannot always an-f 
fwer for. her own eeconomy : and. it is well 
known thatthe profufion of one fingle entertain? 
ment has compelled* many a. beautiful young 
creature to hide herfelf from the world for whole 
months after. As for married ladies indeed^ 
whoiiave huibands to bear, the burdens of fuch : 
entertainments^, and rich • widows who can af* 
ford them,, fomething may be faid; but, while., 
gluttons may be feafted liberally at fuch tables^ 
and while there are public ordinaries in almoft 
every parifh of this metropolis, a. fingle lady may 
heg to be excufed. . 

But to return particularly to my fubjeft. The 
double entendre is at prcfent fo much the tafte of 
all genteel companies, that there is no ppfSbility 
either of being polite or entertaining without it^ 
That it is eauly learnt is the happy advantage 
cf it ; for as it requires little more than a mind 
well ftored with the moft natural ideas, every( 
]Koung lady of fifteen may be thoroughly inn 

flxuftcd.. 
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ilni^d in the nidimeiits of it firom her book of 
novels, or her waiting-mftid. But to be at know- 
ing as her mamma in all die refinements of die 
art, (he muft keep the voy beft company, and 
frequently receive lefibus in private from a male 
inftru^or. She ftoHld alfo be carefel to minotr 
down in her pocket-book the moft fliining Jen" 
tinunts that are toafted at table ; that vv4ken her 
own is called for, jfhe may not be put to the 
bluOi from having nothing to fav that would oc^ 
cafion a modeft woman to blum for her. OF 
all the modern inventions (x>> enliven converfa- 
tion> and promote freedom between the fexea,: 
I know of nothing that can compare with thefe 
fentiments ; and I may venture to affirm, with- 
out the leaft flattery to the ladies, that they art 
by no means inferior to t)^ mien in the happy 
talent of conveying the archeft ideas imagina^ 
in the moft harmlefs words, and of enforeihg 
thofe ideas by the moft fignificant looks. 

There is indeed one inconvenience attending 
the de^ibli entendre^ which I do not remember to 
have h^ard taken notice of. 'f'his inconvenience 
is the untoward effeft that it is apt to have upoft 
certain difcreet gentlewomen, who pafs uiider 
the denomination of old maids. As thefe grave- 
perfonages are generally remarked to have the 
quickeft conceptions, and as they have once 
been fhocked by what they call the indelicacy 
of this figure, they are ever afterwards cawying 
it in their minds, and converting every tning^ 
they hear into wantonnefs and indecency. To 
afk them what o'clock it is, may be an enfnaring 
t|aeftton j to pull off your gloves in their pre* 
kucc^ is beginning to undreis ^ to make them x 

bow> 
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bowjinay be <too|)ing^^for«n immodeft {pu^pefc 5 
und to taHc of b^-titne, is \too .. grofs -to be ieiKlu>-* 
red. I have known one of thefe ladies to be ie 
extremely upon her .guard, that having drqpt 
her ^old watcb-caie in a public walk^ and Iseing 
queftioned by a gentleman who took it up, 
whether it was hers pr not, was fo alarmed at 
the findecencv pf thfowing itfide her apron to ex- 
amine, that we flew from him with precipitatkMi, 
£i>ffcring.him to put h into .his poctket and>g^ 
feirly off with it. \ 

IHIB falfe modejlfj which ijioft evidently 
oiKiresits birth to the Jouhk entendre^ is sl degree 
of impudence that the other cannot match. THh^ 
poffefTors of it have unfortunately difcovere3 that 
the moSt immodeft meanings tnay be ^couched 
under very innocent expreffions 5 and having 
been once j)ut mto ^a look .train of tbinkix)^, 
they are perpetually revolving in their minds 
every grofs .idea 4:hat w^cds <:an be made to 
imply .^ They would not prooounce the i^mes 
of cert^n perfons of their acquaintance for the 
whole world, ^nd ai'e <aJbapft ikodked to doacth ^ 
the fight of a wQmm with pbildo as it fv^geiU t# 
their minds every idea of ^nfuaU^. ' 

It would <ioubtlefs be very ^iftoniihmg to th^ 
reader to be told, tiiat even the purity of my owa 
writings has not at all times exempted me £roai 
the -cenfare of thjefe. maiden gentl^womep. The ■ 
Nankin breeches of poor Patrick the fiwtman, 
ii^ number ^30 of .thje^epapers, have ^?vfin in-., 
conqeivable offence. The woni breeches, ijt. 
feems, is fo outrageoufly indecent, thatamodeft 
woman cannot bring nerfelf to pronounce it,. ; 
€ypB wl?ien ^m^ I m^£^ tbejrofoi;^ j^ ^ fytur^ 

im-* 
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impreffions of this work, either difmifs the faij 
Pitrick from his fervice, or dired him to wail 
upon his ladies without any breeches at all. 
Other complaints of the like nature have alio 
been brought againft me, which, confcious as I 
am of the purity of my intentions, have piqued 
ne not a little. It is from thefe complaints that 
I have entered at prefent upon the fubje£l of thi3> 
paper, which I cannot conclude without cxprcf- 
fing fome little diflike to the doubU €nUndre% 
iince with all the pleafantry and merriment it^ 
occafions, it has produced this falfi modtfty^ 
which, in my hunoble opinion, is impudinci it- 
lelf. 

♦xxxxxxx><xx^x>oo<xxxxx♦ 

Numb. 202. Thursday,, Nw. ii, 1756. 

TV adorning Thee with fi much art 

Is but a ncedhfiJkiU. CoWLEYr 

TT is a general ob&rvation, that the chara£ter 
X sind. difpoiition of every man may, in fome 
degree, be gueiled at from the formation and 
turn of his features ; or, in other words, that 
the face is an index of the mind. This remark 
is certainly not without foundation ; neverthe- 
lefs, as men do not make themfelves, but vet 
are mafters of their wilk and anions, fre- 
quent inftances happen, in which this rule is 
found to fail, and appearances- contradift reality. 

I HAVE often thought that a furer way might 
be found of difcovenng the fecrct notions and 
bias of each perfon \ and that if inftead of con- 

iulting 
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fultlng the phyfiognomy, we were to have fe- 
courfe to fuch things as are the immediate objefts 
of choice and fancy, we (hould arrive ata truer 
knowledge of the perfon who adopts them. The 
bcft clue we can lay hold of for this purpofe is, 
in my opinion, the different modes of covering 
and adorning the body, or whatever is com- 
prifed under the idea of dress. The Spanifh 
proverb fays, '* Tell mc what books' a man 
** reads, and what company he keeps, and I 
*' will tell you what manner of man he is." It 
may be faid with equal propriety. Tell me how 
fuch a perfon dreffis^ and I will tell you what 
he is. In faft, nature herfelf, by the appurte- 
nances and ornaments which flic beftows om 
different animals, feems to fliadow and point out 
their latent <|ualities. Who can fee the pea- 
cock ftrut and fpread his gaudy train, without 
conceiving an idea of the pride and vanity^ of that 
fop among birds ? The Hon, wrapped up in the 
majefty of his mane, fill.s us with notions Gf the 
grandeur and noblenefs of its nature. It is the 
wmc with men. What nature gives to irrational 
animals, nKin, by the help of art, fupplies ta 
himfelf ; and in the choice and arrangement of 
his DRESS, fpeaks his real notions and fenti- 
ments. 

In a theatre, which is the glafs of fafliion, 
and the pi<5turc of the world, it is well known 
that a ftrift attention is always paid to what is 
called the drejjing of the characters* The ftiifer 
has his thread-bare coat ; the fop his grey pow* 
der, folitairCj and red heel : each character 
hanging out a fign, as it were, in his dtefij, 
which proclaims tathe audience the nature of his 

part,. 
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part, -even before he utters a word. Th^ 
impreffioii which this outward appearance makes 
4ipon ihe mind, is (o flrong^ that ftates and 
governments have availed tbemrelves of it for 
pood and wife piirpofes. It ts certain that the 
Ignorant and Vulgar part of mankind are moft 
eafily activated by what ftrikes the fi^ht. Love^ 
it is faid, enters, in at the tyts : and I am apt to 
think, that moft of the odier paflions en«er into 
the mind through the fame paflage. Hence the 
neceffi^ of applying to this feme ; and 'hence 
the origin of dress, and the pomp of kings, 
masiftrates, and others^ calculated (according to 
Milton) only to 

Daxsde the crowds' andfet them all agape. 

Amokg the numberlefs inftances that might 
be brought in proof of this ailertion, I have 
however remarked one, in which the naean^ 
do not feem to me to answer the end pro- 
pofed, or at leaft that ought to be propofed by 
them. The inftance I mean is the regimentaM 
BOW worn in the army. Ope would imaginef 
from contemplating the profei&en of a CcAAist^ 
that whatever could moft €onti:ibute towards 
giving an intrepid mafculine air and look) wha^ 
ever could imprefs on the fpe£):atbr's mind an 
idea of courage, fortitude, and ftrengdi, would 
be deemed moft proper to furnijh out the ap-* 
pearance of thofe who devote themfelves to all 
the toils, fatigues, and dangers of war. And 
yet, who win fay that our troops fpeak their 
profeffion in any degree by their drefs ? The red, 
indeed, in which they are cloathed, as it con- 
veys the idea of blood, and appears as if ftained 

with 



with the colours of their trade, is moft certainlif: 
jMToper. But what (hall we fty for all th^ other 
articles of their dreffi'?* Who- tha^fces any. of 
them fo elaborately ^d fplendidly equipped in: 
all their trappings, would not- tie more apttp- 
think- by their appearance^ that- they were goings 
to grace fom€ public ftfliyalj, or to aiHfr^t fome- 
• jl^yfAl ceremony^ than that they- were men fct 
dpapt to Qombat with- evecj' hardfliip^ and- to> 
ftand in the rough front of \¥ar ? When Croefus^ 
the Lydian king^ difplayed his heapaof'treafurc 
to Solon, the philofopher. told him, that who- 
ever had more ir^n-, would' foon be mafter. of 
diihh gold \ ihcimeting that' file wand pomp were 
of no- account, compared to what was^ really 
ufcfol, and that riches in themfelves were of no . 
y«lue. To adgpt this to- bur- prefent purpofc, 
would not a^ fort of drefsj calculated to help and' 
dcfiMidtheiiwearer, or annoy the enemyj be more 
ftrviceabl& than all the pridfe and tinfel that runs 
through the armyfrom the-general ta the private 
man I 

Thr ancient rude- Britons feem to have- had 
a- better tafte, or-at-leaft more meaning in their, 
method of adorning themfelves, than their po- 
li(hed defcendantt. As. they- were all foldiers^ 
C^far telb usj they ufed to paint their, bodies 
in fuqjf a manner -as they conceived- would makcc 
them appear terrible to* their. foe». Inftead of 
powd^mg- and curling their hair, they- wore it 
lopfe5 lijce the old Spartans, who always^ combed 
itrdown to its full-extent-; and^ as the adn^iraWe 
author of Leonidas exprefles it, ^^doathed their 
*** necks with terror.'* Fbr my own part, . I. 
capnpt lookoaouFtroop^, powdered and^curled 
5 H^vOcw 
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l*i::, ei'cn i»^tbre he -utfier -^ they 

irrprfiHc<i which this outwir ' lace, 

i."- ~ ih? mind, is fo ft*- hing, 

g^v;r-nen:s have avaik . ^ iil\xi 

ircri s^Til wile purpof • ^ 1 am 

u.-.r-riTA and vuJgar ' ' .imand 

el.::y c^m^aisdby- . .,,c fine biv 

i: *5 liid^ cnters.ia ^e expired, tbst 

t/.lnk, that soft ^hen flie was dead. 

the mind ttooi ^ where is the need of all 

Dccs&tj of ar ^^ { as FalftafF fays of honour) 

^ . yS" ^ • O' an arm ? No. Or heal 
m^itfaam. ^ a wound ? No- It has' then no 
Alilcoa) c ,jrgcry, and is a mere fcutcheon." 
2J^ .« I ccr.lidcr the brilliant, but defence- 
- Ji, in which cur troops go to battle, I 
!*• k* '^'? wondering at the extraordinary cou- 
y^J^ ^' h^ve always fhewn ; and am pleafed to 
v^ •'jiit they unire in their perfons the ancient 
^ ffoJern f.gnlncation of the word hratey 
f JVj* iirplied formerly only finery or ornament, 
£ ir» i'^ prcfcnt acceptaticn, means courage and 
^iJia:icn. They are indeed both bra^e and 
-gfl br2\e as i: is poflible for men to be, but 
zpfif than it is ncctirarj' for fcldiers to be ; fo 
^ what Caefar fa id ot kis troops, may with 
^fC2X juflice be applied to Burs^ Etiam unguen^ 
p/HS it'K£fugrare pojfe ; in fpite of their finery and 
l^rfunr.es, they are brave fellows, and will fight, 
I HAVE been led to confidcr this fubjeA by 
a Ihort copy of verfes lately fent me by a friend, 
prefenting a picture of a modern warrior pre- 
paring for battle. Homer and V^irgil defcribed 
ttiir heroes arming for the fight ^ but my 

friend 
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' his hero dressing for the fight ; 

^^le, he fays, that our military 

'cfent no more armour in the 

they do when they go to 

a miftrefs. 
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.RN WARRIOR. 



HE trumpet founds. To war the troops advance^ 
-* Adorn* d and trim — like females to the dance. 
Proud ofthefummons to dijplay his mighty 
Thegay Loth AKio dreAcs for the fght. 
Studious in all the fplendor to appear ^ 
Pride, pomp, and circumftance of glorious war! 
His well^turn'd limbs the different garbs infoldy 
Formed with nice art, and glittering all with gold, 
Acrofs his breaji thefilken Sash is ty'd^ 
Behind the Shoulder-knot difplays its pride \ 
Glittering with Lace, the Hat adorns his head^ 
Graced and dijiinguifh* d by thefmart Cockade : 
Confpicuous badge ! which only heroes wear^ 
Erifign of war y and favorite of the fair. 
The graceful Queue his braided treffes binds^ 
And ev*ry hair in its juji rank confines. 
Each taper leg thefnowy Guetres deck^ 
Andthe bright Gokget dangles from his tuck. 
Drefs'd cap-a-pie, all lovely to the fighty 
Stands the gay Warrior, and experts the fight. 
Rages the war ; fell ShAVGHTEK^alks aroundy 
And Jir etches thoufands breathlefs on the ground : 

3 Down 



D^vm^Jink Lothahio^ fenthy one-din^bimif^ 
^WBX.£-DRESS^D'HfROE, totbeflkdBibekiw* 
Thus th0 y9mg< viq-pim, fampir^d trnd sUitiy 
Ibfmerif^lendintfmu is lid inJUtte^ 
JViih GARLAHD8 cTiiwiCd^ tbro* ftumting tr^wJk^ 

proceeds^ 
«* Anddrefs'd in fatal VOMV^ MAGNIFICENTLY 
« bUedsr ^ ; 



Numb. 203. Thursday, Nov. 18, 1756. 

KILSx'T the^ generaUty of mmdijts^ 
maintain the utility of the paffions^ the 
generality* of men^ complain of their inecmve^^ 
niency. For though l^ulation can cafily confine 
them to proper qbjedts, rcftrain them within- 
proper bounds, and malce them aififbant and. fub--- 
fervient to the gyeatcft purpofes^ experienoe finds* 
them impatient of the rein, and we are hurried 
by them mtp every kind^ of extravagance. In 
likej manner batchelors lay down incompareble 
rules for the government of a- wiffe, which the' 
hulband, whof^ province is Ot; ypil^ti d^hdt 
^^dizK^ not theory but pra£Hce, may find «c— 
tremely defe<5^ive in the day of trial* The truth - 
is, that no fohemes can be formed^ no cUrodtone^ 
can be delivered f6r the condu^ of the* ft&ffions, 
without a previous knowledge of- th«in nfiituie, 
the various circumftances; that may excite thett), 
and the ftrengjh theyv.exert in every individual. 
Speculation may in fome meafure prepare, but* 
can. never fufficientl v provide for prnftioe* Thus- 
a moralifb maypreicribe patience in* th^ cafe of 

pain \ 
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^ain 'y but if thz anguifh arifb from an atithor's 
jeading his own works, a patient ear, howevet 
ufeful in general, will ferve only to aggravate 
the mifery, and perhaps render it infupportable^ 
And indeed fuch means as thefe will always be 
found either ufelefs or fatal, for they will either 
have no efFcft upon the paflion, or totally de- 
ftroy it. Let us try therefore to find. an expe- 
dient which (hall preserve and nourifh thcfc 
elements of life, and at the fame time prevent 
thofe evils which are fo juftly apprehended, and 
fo frequently felt from them. 

Aristdtle has long ago obferved that poetry 
is mope philofophical than hiftory ; and Horace 
has not fcrupled to prefer Homer to the philofo- 
pher5 thcmfelves, even in points of inftru^tion % 
in which all fenfible men muft unanimoufly con- 
cur. For the pafiions being a poet's peculiar 
province, he muft indifputably be beft acquaint- 
ed with their nature, and beft qualified to direct 
them. From the poets therefore we may ex- 
pe£t information ; and, if I am not much mif- 
taken, every tragic writer wiH furnifli us with 
the expedient we want. For there is fcarGC a 
fmgle tragedy in which the pafiions of the hero 
have not full play, and yet by the fubftitution 
of proper objcfts, are artfully diverted from the 
produftion of thofe mifchiefs that ufually attend 
them. To inftance in the tragedy of Fatal 
Conftancy ; the hero fufpe<Eling the cruelty of 
his miftrefs, or rather her obedience to her fa- 
ther, falls with the greateft propriety into the 
paflion of anger, which thus burfts forth, 
Curs*d be the treacherous fix ^ cursed be the hour^ 
Cursed -be the worlds andev^ry ibing'^but her ! 
Vol. IV -N Upon 
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Upon fuch a provocation as this, it was abfo- 
lutcly impoffiblc to have prevented the paflion ; 
the poet therefore gives it free indulgence ; znd 
to avert the fatal effefts it might have upon 
the lady, as the immediate caufe, or upon the 
more remote one her father, he fuppofes it em- 
ployed in execrations againft the fex in general, 
the hour, the world, and in (hort againtt every- 
thing but his miftrefs. Now this artifice may I 
think be very advantageoufly removed from the 
ftage to the world, from fiftitious to real perfons, 
as appears from the conduft of gamefters, whp 
in an ill run, will with the greateft vehemence 
curfj their fortune at their cards, and having 
vented their anger, will play on with the utmoft 
compofure and rcfignation, and be per/cftly agree- 
able to their adverfaries. 

The ancients make mention of one Philox- 
cnus, a celebrated eater, v/ho inftead of making 
his rivals at the table the obje<Sbs of his paffion, 
envied cranes for their length of neck ; the (hort 
duration of pleafure being the only dcfeft of his 
enjoyment. Mr, Pope too takes notipe of a re- 
verend fire, 

ff^ho aivy^d ev* ry fparrow that hejaw^ 

I produce thefe inftances merely to (hew the 
po/Tibility of an innocei^t exercife of the paffions, 
which muft be employed to prevent a ftagnation 
in the mind, and by thele means may be indulg- 
ihI without injury to others. Thus rural Yquires, 
who are pure followers of nature, to keep their 
dogs and thcmfelvcs in breath, trail herrings 
along the road, when the feafon will not admit 
^f r^l bufinefs. 
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But to remove all doubts concerning the pof- 
fibility of this method, and at the (ame time to 
fhew its utility, I muft introduce St. Auftin to 
my readers. It is well known that the prevail- 
ing paffion of this faint was love, and that an 
4iabitual indulgence had rendered it too formi- 
dable for a regular attack. He therefore engag- 
ed by ftratagem, where his utmoft ftrength was 
inefteftual, and by forming a woman of fnow 
for his embraces fecured his own character, and 
the honour of his fair difciples, from thofe de- 
vaftations to which they muft other wife have been 
fatally expofed. 

An example like this is,. I think, fufficient to 
confirm the principles, and recommend the prac-» 
tice of fubftituting objefts for the exercife of the 
paflions ; but left' difficulties fhould arife from the 
choice, I fliall point out fuch as will beft corre- 
fpond with fome particular paffions, that we may 
from thence be enabled to judge what will beft 
fuit with the reft. To begin with what is moft 
important and moft prevailmg. Love. . Should a 
young lady find herfclf unfortunately expofed to 
the unrulinefs of this paflion^-either by nature or 
education, by too clofe an attention to the ftudy 
of romance, or too ftrong a confidence in the 
converfation of her friends, her condition muft 
be very deplorable : for indulgence, the moft 
obvious expedient, is prohibited by cuftom ; op- 
pofitioa would always be found ridiculous, often 
imprafticabk, and ibmetimes fatal ; and Ihould 
file follow the example of poor Viola in Shake- 
fpear, 

N 2 — -^Atf 
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- — who never told her tove^ 

But let conccahnfftt^ Uke a worm Pth* iui^ 

Fui on her damajk cheeky 

her ctfe muft be defpente mdeed : for the de- 
ftru6Woii of her charms would infallibly dcftroy 
Cbc very means of happinefs, and make her m 
only for the incurables of a convent, for which 
our proteftant country has not yet thought pro- 
pa: to provide. Now all thefe inconveniencies 
wrill be removed by fubftituting fome other objecS 
to engrofs her afFeftion. Thus a lap-d<^, a 
(quirrel, or a parrot, may relieve her difbefe, 
by being admitted to her bofom, and receiving 
thofe douceurs and careffes which her paffion 
prompts her to beftow upon her lover. It is cer- 
tain that the celebrated Antonia efcaped the fatal 
cffefts of this paffion, and preferved her charadler 
untainted amidft the flanders and corruption of 
the worft of courts , by fixing her affeftion upon 
a lamprey. In vain did the beaus of Rome offer 
up their vows jn her tendernefs was devoted to 
her favourite fijfh, on which ftie doted to that de- 
gree, that fhe fondly adorned it with her choice^ 
car-rings. 

But if this method fhould not fuiEcicntly an- 
6ver the great purpofe of giving exercife to the 
paffion, I cannot forbear the mention of one 
more, and that is cards. A parti ^arre at Crib- 
bage or Whift will give full fcope to thereftleff- 
nc{s of its. nature, and enable the fair female to 
indulge it in all its ftages : for every deal^ will 
excite her affection or her anger j will inflame 

her 
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her jealoufy, or reftore her eafe j will give her 
all the pangs of dilappouitoienty or fuxailh th^ 
filent tranfports of fuccefs. 

What has been hitherto propofed is defigned 
for the unmarried ladies j the fituation and cir- 
cumftances of a wife, being in fome refpefts dif- 
ferent, may require a different treatment. » If 
therefore what is here prefcribed prove ineffec- 
tual, me may have recourfe to St. Auftin*s re^ 
medy^ which is always at hapd-; for. by fixing 
her affeftions upon her hufhand, fhe m^ty (Con- 
vert a lump of ftiow into a lover, ittd havfe thfc 
faint's cxquifite pleafur^ of a mortifying indul- 
jgenccr 

I WOULD now proceed to the-o^her paffionsj 
and lay down rules for their r^gufatfojp', did I not 
think it abfblutely tmneccffary : for feyeral of 
them, fuch as Jhame^ feavy &c. are becdme ob^ 
folete, and confequently unknown. Others may 
be conftantly employed upon hufbahds, friends, 
and dependents: for; thefe objecjb occur upon 
every occafion, and an ill choice can fcarcely be 
made. Thus if anger be the paflion of the day, 
a lady need not be told that fhe may exert it with* 
the greateft fafety and fatisfaftion upon a hufband- 
or a fervant. Or fhould the fair one be under the 
influence of pride, on whom can it be exercifed 
with greater propriety than upon a female friend^ 
^fpccially if poverty has reduced her to a ftate of 
indigenj:e and dependence? For fortune has 
plainly marked fuch creatures for the ufe and 
amufcmcnt of her favourites. 



N r NCMB» 
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• Numb. 204. Thursday, Nov. 25, 1756. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

Sir, 

TH £ feafon is now approaching when the 
wifdom of the nation provides the fupplies 
neceffary for the fupport of government. The 
two great queftions commonly debated on fuch 
occahons, are the wherefore and the how. 
The WHEREFORE, as the politician in the Re-r 
hearfal faysy anfwers itfelf ; but then as to the 
qucmsdo^ or the HOW, here the invention of the 
ingenious lover of his country may, without of- 
fence, be exerted. ^^ 

Certain unfubfidized pamphleteers have 
thought proper to- obferve, that fcarcely a finglc 
tax can be devifed which has not been already 
impofed, in order to ftrip this beggarly nation (as 
they are picafed to call it) even of its rags : for 
if we credit thefe gentlemen, the nation does in- 
deed hang in tatters, and we rauft expeft very 
fpeedily to hear Britannia crying out with a rcoft 
lamentable voice in the ftreets, *' Pray, your 
** honour, do, good your honour, one fmgle 
'* farthing to a poor diftreflcd gentlewoman, with 
** a great charge of helplefs children." 

A CERTAIN emperor is reported to have of- 
fered a reward to anv one who fhoyld difcover a 
new fpecies of pleafure ; and it is hoped, that in 
imitation of that emperor^ the minifby will 

make 
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make fime prmifes to any one who Ihall invent 
a new tax. 

For my own part, I flatter myfelf that I have 
dil'covered fome methods of raifing money by 
taxes, which have hitherto efcaped the refearches 
of projedlors and politicians : but however vari- 
ous my ways and means may be,, I (hall content 
myfelf at prefent with communicating only one 
of rtiy fchemes, that from the reception it meets 
with from thofe in power, I may be tempted ei- 
ther to conceal or make public the reft. 

There is a certain fpecies of converfation 
which is commonly termed the faying ofooou 
tHiNGS. In this commodity almoft every body 
deals. The cheefemonger's wife at a goffiping, 
and the haberdaftier at the club, fay good 
THINGS as well as their betters, during the fliort 
intervals from Whift. This commodity has hi- 
therto efcaped the obfervation of the legiflature j 
and yet no fufficient reafon appears why a tax 
iftay not be imppfed upon every good thing 
which fhall be faid, uttered, or fppken, from and 
after Lady-day next. 

It will poflibly be obJe(fl:ed, that fome difficul- 
ties may occur as to the proper methods of le- 
vying this tax. The officers of the revenue, it 
may DC faid, cannot be; fuppofcd proper judges 
of what-is, and what is not, a good thing ; 
and an appeal to the quarter feffions in all pro- 
bability would not much mend the matter. To 
this it may be anfwer^, that in the cafe before 
us, the ufer or confumer may be fafely trufted 
on his bear affirmation ; an indulgence which I 
ihould very unwillingly recommend on any other 
occafion. The method I would propofe, is, that 
- N 4 every 
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every perfon who lavs a coop thing, ffaall re- 
ceive a certificate tnereof on ftampt paper, for 
which certificate the Ami of two killings and 
fixpcnce §nly ihall be exaded : provided always, 
that he who fays a very good thing, may for* 
fuch VERY good thing dematid a certificate as 
aforefaid, on payment of five fiiilluig^ in manner 
aforefaid. 

It may be further obje6kd> ^ this tax is pro- 
pofcd to extend to the writings as well as faying 
GOOD things, that it will be of inexpreiiiblc 
detriment to many profefled authors. Their in- 
tereft and their vanity will incline tbem to con- 
tribute largely to the ftamp duty ; but it cannot 
in reafon be expedled that they flKHild ever, be 
able to raife a finale half-crown for the purcha& 
of a certificate. My intention, Mr. Fit^&-Adam', 
is not to injure thefe gentleman. I pity j^x au- 
thors with all my heart. They " who cannot 
*•< dig^ iind who to beg arc afhamed,*' m^/i write ; 
far be it from me therefore to deprive th^m. of a» 
ingenious livelihood. To quiet their minda, I 
bumbly propofe that they mail not be obliged to 
tax themCelves, but that their readers fhaU tax 
them for every good thing which they may 
chance to publifh. Thus will the tax become 
np intolerable grievance : indeed it will be fcarcet- 
ly felt, unlefs falfe Englife, Ipw wit, and licen^ 
lious fcurrility be declared QQOD things by 
jpubllc authority. All that I intreat is, that as 1 
kave them the liberty oi writing what they pleafe, 
they will alfo allow me the liberty or reading 
what I pleafe. By this means we fliall have little 
intercourfe, and confequently little occaiioA for 
^iMiarijel* ./ 

X This 
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This tax will indeed fall fcmewhat heavy 
upon you, Mr. Fitz-Adam : but in times of dan- 
ger and difficulty, every man muft contribute ac-- 
cording to his ability to the necefl}ties of his 
country. However, to make this matter eaiy, i 
am willing td yield you the whole Honour of nwf 
invention ; and I doubt not but you iliay obtaia* 
a faving claufe, impowering you to write go op 
THINGS without the exp^ence of a certificate. 

We are all of us apt to fhew iome degree oF 
partiality to our own children j and this may. per- 
haps induce me to be over-fond of my nrefent 
proje(9:. Yet the moft impartial muft acknow- 
ledge, that no tax can be more extenfive, or be 
levied with greater eafe to the public and thefub- 
jeft. It will therefore aftbrd me the higheft fa.- 
tisfaftipn to fee this my darling fcheme enforced 
by the wifdom of the legiflature. I can already 
in imagination rejoice over fome future, rcfolutloa 
of the honourable houfe, conceived in words 16- 
the following efFeft. . ,] 

" Resolved^ That the fum of one milliba 
*' fterling be raifed by way of lottery oh annuir 
*' ties payable out of the produce of the 'ta:|f. 

" upon GOOD THINGS.** . ■ ^ 

It would be no lefs agreeable to me to read f . 
paragraph in the London Evening Poft^. or fortif 
other loyal paper, importing, that ," ttis day ihe 
*^ worfnipful company of rifhmongers dined to- 
*^ gether at their hall in Thame's-ftreet,. where 
'* the tax upon goop things laid after dinner 
** amounted, to four hundred and ten pounds 
" feventeen fhillings and fix-pence^ b«ing tte 
** largeftilim which bad ever been cplle£lcd^jj|i 
« thald<ScaiIon." • . • ' * - " 

N 5 * I MAKE. 
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I MAKE no doubt but that great Aims might 
be expe£ted on this account from the common 
halls of our two learned univerfities ; not to fay 
any thing of the laudable focietjr of Anti-Galli- 
cans^ the venerable order of Free Mafons^ and 
the numerous fraternities of Bucks, Bloods, and 
Choice Spirits. 

It may poffibly be iniinuated that France will 
endeavour to avail itfelf of our example, and im- 
pofe likewife a tax upon good things ; but as 
freedom of fpecch is greatly reftrained in all ab- 
folute monarchies, we have nothing to fear from 
fuch an attempt. Here then we &all be unri- 
valled, and {hall be able for once to boaft with 
juftice, that we have outwitted our enemies. 

If it fliould ftill farther be objeAed to this 
tax, that it will be a partial one, and grievoufly 
burthenfome to the poor wit, while the rich al- 
derman, the juftice of the quorum, and the fine 
gentleman, will be totally exempted from it ; I 
anfwer, that in thefe public-fpirited times^ and 
upon this particular occafion, every man will be 
ambitious* of contributing his quota, whether he 
can be legally taxed or not ; nay, I am humbly 
of opinion, that thofe who fay the fewdl good 
THINGS, will generoufly m^e their demands 
upon the ftamp-office for the greateft number of 
certificates. 

I HAD once entertained thoughts of extending 
tny projefl to^e good things that people ^ 
as well asy&y ; but upon^confulting a few friends 
upon the matter, I was convinced that the be- 
nefits arifing from fuch an addition would be too 
inconfiderable to be felt. I have therefore, for 
^ good of my poor country,, and die eafe o| 
I thofc 
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thofe in power, made what hafte I could to com-> 
municate my fcheme as it noyr is, which I defire 
you to publifh as foon as poi&ble ; and am. 
Sir, 

Tour mo/t faithful 
bumble ftrvanU 



Numb; 205. Thursday, Die. 2', 1756. 

Nunc adhibe puro 
Pe^ore verba^ puer, nunc te melioribus offer. 

HoR. 
Tiftdere ad Indos 
Aureramque fetfuu^"""'^ VlRG. 

To Mr. Fjtz-Adam. 

Sir, 

AMONG the many reafons that were urg- 
ed againft entering into the prefent war, 
and the various clamours that have been raifed 
iince the commencement of hoftilities, I do not 
find any body has coniidered the importance of a 
peace with France, in regard to the education of 
our young nobility ; and X cannot but think our 
miniflers would have been leis hafty in their mea- 
fures, had they paid proper-attention to an objedk 
of fo great moment. 

This overfight is the more furprizing, as the 
dangers attending heirs apparent at home, and 
the neceffity of travel from the age of {bventeen* 
to twenty-one, have long been notorious to all 
the worla. Who would truft a fon in the way of 
pedantry and tobacco, party and eleAions, fox 
N 6 hounds 
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bounds and Newmarket; of the bewitching 
glances that lurk ben^th a pooipadour hat at Ra^ 
nelagh, or the unadorned, but.not lefs dangerous 
charms of the curate's daugljter near the manfion 
feat. On the other fide,~who is not aware that, 
abroad,, n^itio^al prejudices are deftroyed, the 
mind is opeAcd, the tafte refined, the perfbn im- 
proved ? And what muft be a fiurther confolation 
to parents, is, that the habits and manners con-^ 
trajSed by young gentlemen in their traycls, are 
likely to remain with them all their lives after. 
It fe(dom happens,that the Paris pump and LyonSv 
velvet give place to the tight boot and fbort Ikirt ; 
or that a man accuftdmed to the elegance and. 
loll of a vis a vis^ with, cufkions of down with-, 
in, and the varniin of Martin without,, is fo ab- 
furd at his return^ as to trot ten miles before day 
in a dreary winter mornings aod pafs the hours, 
due to haiard or a mitfrefs on the fide of a. 
oleak cover, (hivering in expeftation of a fox, 

Afi it is hit from nty intention to ftir up a da* 
tpour againft the ad vifers of this war, I fhall not. 
ilnter f:uther into a difcuffion of the advantages ' 
of a foreign* or the evils.of a domeftic education, 
1|ut haften to my fchpme for the improvement o£ 
^outh, in fpite jof 6ur enemies ; th.e firft hint of 
which arofe accideqtally in comrerfatlon. with a. 
iriend, at whofe houfe in the country I fpent 
fpmc days lafl: month,. . 

We. were walking in. a park,, decorated with- 
all the variety of Afiatic ornaments, which at pre- 
&nt Co. generally prevails ampng improvers of 
tafte ^ when this geotleman, who is a leading 
man of that clais, as well as a thorough zealot 
i|% the modern fyllem of education, took occa-. 
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Son to donfult me in regard to the difpofal of hid. 
eldeft ion, a youth ftbout fixteen years of age, 
hfir to a very large fortune, and at pr«fent at 
one of our univerfities. My friend, I foux>d, was 
very uncafy left he fliould contract the ruftof tha 
eollege, aiid moft pathettciilly lamented his ilU 
fortune, that the doors of France fliould be fo cri* 
tically {hut againft a lad formed by nature for alt 
the accomplithoients which fo eminently diftiri- 
gui/h the polite nation. 

In refleding upon the good man^d eftibarrafi- 
ment, and admiring die feveral temples, bridges,, 
and othiBt edifices of Chinefe arcbitefture which 
furrounded me, I was led to confider whether to 
fend otir fons t^ Pbkjn inftead of Paris, would 
not better anfwer all purpofes of travel. And. 
though you may ftart, as did my friend, at the 
firft view of this propofal, I doubt not, Mr. Fitz-- 
Adam, bttt upon, deliberation youS willagrte with^ 
me in many of the circumftances that I thisk 
muft render fiich a progrefs preferable to the 
other, more entertaining ^othd young gentlemen 
ftemfelves,. more Aiitable to the intentions of 
their parents and guardians, and more beneficial, 
to their country. 

Among the many confiderations which im- 
n>ediately occurred to me upon, this fubjed, l- 
fcall beg leave principally to obferve, that die 
manufafturefr of China, which have hitherto 
reached us, bear the preference to moft of our 
own of the fame kinds, in fpite of European - 
j^ride : and I am perfuaded thofe politer arts, . 
which are the great obje<as of travel, are in a 
degree of excellency, vreU M^wrthy owr notice,- 

aoipng. 
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amon^ the ingenious people of that country^ 
though they have hitherto made their way to us 
flowly and imperfe^Uy, for want of proper tra- 
vellers. The merchant and the mi/Honary (al- 
moft the only vifitors of fo diftant a region) at- 
tend merely to thofe obfervations which regard 
the commerce and religion of their nation and 
fc^> ; the views of the one are too confined^ and 
of the other generally too enthudaftic to produce 
the cood effcdfa which will accrue from the en- 
quiries of men of more enlarged ideas and un- 
prejudiced fenttments. The prefent jundure 
feems marked by the good genius of this iik for 
the moft important difcoveries. How many 
young men of faihion might be picked out, whom 
no one could fufpe^l of priejudices either in favour 
of trade or religion ! and furely a mettled fellow 
could not hefitate in his choice between this 
route and the old beaten one of France and Italy ; 
-where from a Calais landlord^ to a Neapolitan 
princefs, there is a famenefs of adventure that is 
become extremely irkfome to a polite circle in 
the recital. A traveller will be greatly difap- 
pointed who fancies the tour of Europe will en- 
title him to attention at Arthur's or an aflembly. 
Alas ! after four years of expence, danger, and 
fatigue, if he expeds auditors, he muft have re- 
courfe to his tenants in the country, or feek 
them about four o'clock on a bench in St. James's 
park. On the contrary, let us fuppofe a young 
nobleman juft arrived with a drefs and equipage 
a la Cbinotfey what a curiofity would be excited 
in the town ! what entertainment, what admi- 
ration would it afford ! What triumph would he 

feel 
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feel in entering a route, to fee at his approach, 
the lover rife from beneath the hoop on the fet- 
tee, the dowager quit her cards, and all 

JVith greedy ears devour up his dijcourfe ! 

It would be a fevere blow to the French, Mcr 
Fitz-Adam, fhould the Chinefe fucceed to the 
empire of tafte; and it is worthy, remark, as I 
hinted above, and as others of your correfpond- 
^nts have done before, what advances they 
daily ipake toward it. Without doors, from the 
feats of our dukes, to the ihops of our haber- 
daihers, all is Chinefe ; and in mpft places with- 
in (at leaft where that fex which ought always 
to have the lead in elegance is concerned) Ra-- 
phael and Titian give place to the more pleafing 
mafters of Surat and Japan. Should their drefs 
and cookery become as fafhionable as their ar-* 
chitedure and painting, adieu the moft flourish- 
ing commerce of France : and I fee no reafon 
why they fhould not, if introduced by proper per- 
-fons. Novelty is the foul of both, and quick- 
nefs of invention the furefl recommendation to 
the cook^ as well as the taylor. For my own part, 
I have commiiTioned my two nephews, who are 
aAually preparing for their voyage next fpring, 
to bring over one of the greatefl men they can 
find in each of thefe capacities \ and I flatter 
myfelf that their drefs and my table will give the 
tafle to the whole town. I have likewife defired 
thefe young gentlemen to contraft for the befl 
dancers now in Afia, whether monkeys or men, 
and propofe to oblige the managers of^both thea- 
tres with a Chinefe ballet, that I think will en- 
gage 
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gage to them the fupport of the whole fociety o£ 
Anti-Gallicans. 

If any young nobleman can want yet farther, 
encouragement for this undertaking, let him 
confider how much greater fcope there is to fhew 
his genius in the conftrudtion of a veffel^ than ia. 
that of a poft-chaife ^ not to mention the many 
conveniences and comforts he will have about 
him, which a land-carriag^ cannot afford : fop. 
inftance, his cook, his toad-eater, his fet at 
Whift, and if he p?eafcs, his girl : for, by the 
way, it would be cruel in a parent to denjl^a fon>. 
emoarkcd on fo ufeftil a progjjefs, any of thofe 
amufements or refources, fo generally efteemed 
innocent in other travels, and which indeed I 
have feldom heard that the moft fcrupulous go- 
vernor objefted to in France or Italy. It is pof- 
fible that the article of fea-ficknefs may alarm the- 
fendernefs of fome mothers : but What is it more 
than the qualms of claret ? and a youth who hasv 
(hewn any fpirit at college, cannot have much, 
to apprehend from that complaint. 

And here, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I cannot forbear 
hinting to our patriots, of, what fer\'ice fuch ar 
fyftcm of educafion would prove to our marine^, 
the great bulwark of the nation. I am perfuad- 
td it would turn out as good a nurfery for failors. 
as the herring fifhery : and what a fourcc would 
it be in anv certain emergency (like the prefent,. 
for example) if the numerous retinues of the gay 
smd great were able to go to a top-maft head ! 
A fet of fellows, who now ferve only to excite 
the contempt or indignation of their induftrious 
countrj'mcn, would become ufeful members, and 
be regarded as a hidden ftrcngth of the ftat^. 

Who. 



Who know3 but fomc of tie young gentlemen 
themfelves might take a more particular fancy to 
a blue uniform than to a red one ? and I appre- 
hend it would as fopn entitle them to the efteeni 
of their country, and not be lefs becoming in the 
eyes of the ladies* 

But the point which will be thought of the 
moft importance by your ferious readers, is ftill 
behind. It has been remarked of late years (I 
fear with fome truth) that the majority of our 
young travellers return home entirely divefted o£ 
the religion of their country, without having ac- 
quired any new one m its phu:e. Now as our 
free-thinkers are univerfalty known fo be the 
flri(^€ft moralifts, I ap prebenKl the doArine of 
Confucius might have a very good effeft uporr 
them, and pofiibly give them a certain plan 
whkh they have all along wanted. In time per- 
haps they mi^ht inftitute ibme form of public 
\vorfliip, and thereby remove the fcandal o£ 
atheifm, which our enemies abroac), from the fee*- 
haviour of our travellers, are fo apt to brand us 
with : and it iis my ptivateopinionv that if a. Chi- 
nefe temple weie to be built by fubfcription, in a 
good quarter of thfi town, for the woribip' of the 
polite world, it could not fail of fttccefs. 

i KOW-, Mr* Fitz-Adaoiy kavo yoH to cokw 
ment vpon my projedh Ifit^i recoipmiended 
from your pen, i doubt not but it will b» iol« 
lowed. We Ihall cfcen fee tilt firw and^etd rduitt 
diftinguifbed by- the title of- d^ GRAno- tni 
LITTLE TouipL. It Will be kft to the enfign and 
the tempier to trip to Paris, in abfence from quar-* 
ters and long vacation : plodding geiuufles^, ad- 
mirers of tl^ daffies^ philoibpheji>li and poets wiU 

reach.. 
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reach Rome ; while the noble youth of more cx- 
tenfive fortune and more general principles, the 
fifing fpirits, born to take the lead, and fet a 
pattern to the world, ftrike out a path more 
worthy their genius, and more adapted to the 
cijightcned age in, which we live. 
t am. 

Tour cmftant reader y 
and admirer y 

C. 



Numb. 206. Thursday, Dec. 9, 1756. 

Audire eji opera pretjunty frocedere rede 
' ^i rruechis non vultis^ ut omni parte labore^a^ 
Utque Hits multo corrupta dohre iwluptas. 

HoR. 

Mr. Fitz-Adam, 

AS the hiflory of my life may be of ibme fer- 
vice to many of your readers, I ihall relate 
It with all the opennefs and fimplicity of truth. 
If they give a due attention to the errors and 
miftakes of mv conduA, they will pafs over thofe 
of myftyle. I am no fcholar, having had a private 
education under the eye of my mother. Inftead 
of converfingor playing with other bovs, I went 
a vifiting with her ; and while flie ana my tutor 
were at Cribbage, in which they pafTed a confi- 
derable part of the day, I read fuch books as I 
found lying about her room ; the chief of which 
were the Atalantis, Ovid'sArt of Love, novels, 

romances. 
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. romances, mifcellaneous pcems, and plays. From 
thefe ftudies I contracted an early tafte for gal- 
lantry ; and as nothing pleafed me fo much as 
the comedies of the lait age, my thoughts were 
conftantly engrofled with the enviable fituatioii 
of the heroes of thofe pieces. Your Dorimants 
and your Horners ftruck my imagination beyond 
the brighteft charadlers in Pope's Homer i and 
though I liked the gallantry of fighting teii years 
for a woman, yet I thought the Greeks might 
have found a readier way of making themfelves 
amends, by vffiting their friends at Troy, and 
taking revenge in kind. Such were the exploits 
to command my admiration, and fuch the ex* 
amples which I looked up to : and having ma-» 
nifeft advantages of perfon, I entertained naoft 
extravagant conceits of my future triumphs. Yet 
even in the height of thofe extravagancies, I had 
no hope of obtaining every favour that 1 folicit-* 
ed ; much lefs ihould I have been perfuaded that 
fuch uncommon fuccefs could be produ£iive of 
any thing but confummate happinefs. The hiftory 
of my life will prove the contrary ; and I chufc 
to record it, with a view of fhewing what a fuc- 
ceflion of trouble, diftrefs, and mifery arofe from 
the very completion of my defires. 
. I WAS precipitately fcnt to Oxford, on being 
difcovered in an intrigue with a young girl, whom 
my tutor had lately married, and who had a 
prior attachment to me. As my love for her 
was exceffive, this feparation was inexpreflibly 
painful 5 and I learned from it, that paft joys 
were no confolation for prefcnt difappointment. 
I found the univerfity life fo little fuited to my 
tafte, that | foon prevailed upon my mother to kt 

me 
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me come to London. Before I had been a week 
in town, I was introduced to a young wonoan, 
whom I took fo great a fancy to, that the very 
riolcnce of my paffion made me defpair of fuc- 
cefs. I was, nowever, fo agreeably difappointed, 
that I could (carce conceal the tranfports of joy 
which pofleffion gave me : but this joy was more 
than ballanced, when at the end of fome months 
I was told of the condition into whtct^ this kind 
creature was brought by her compliance with my 
defires. My anxiety upon this event was too 
great to be reftrained ; and honour, which alone 
had ftopt the overflowings of my joy, prompted 
me to give a loofe to my concern. I bewailed 
with remorfe and tearsr the ihame and mifery of 
deluded innocence^ zni curfed myfsll as^ the au-^ 
(h6r of fo much ruin and infamv. I fpared iki^ 
expence to render her unhappy ntuation ae com-* 
fortable as it could be made, and fhut myfelf up 
with her till the expcfted time of her delivery^ 
That fatal hour innnitely increa&d our mutual 
fhzm^ by giving birth t* a Httk negro, which 
though it delivered me at once from the pangs. oC 
confcience, put me to an immoderte expence in 
bribes to the nurfes,, to keep the fccret of my 
difgrace. 

This unlucky adventure had almoft (poiled 
me for a man of gallantry 5 but T foon loft all 
remembrance of ill uftge in fhe innocent fmilefe 
and gentle fweetnefs of a young lady,, who gave 
me every mark of tender love ana conftancy. 
Our mutual fondnefs made it impoflible for us 
to bear that feparation which difcretion required. 
As (he gave up all her acquaintance for my fiike^ 
Ihe foon found hcrfdf abandoned by them ; lb 

that 
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that our conftant living together, which hitherto 
had been choice, was now become an abfolute 
neceffity. This confinement, though it did not 
abate, but, if poffible, increafe my tcndernefs, 
had fo different an efFe£t: upon her temper, as to 
caufe a total change of behaviour to me and all 
about her : 3(he ftormed day and night like a fury, 
xnd did every thing to drive me from her com^ 
pany : yet if ever I went from her upon the moft 
urgent bufinefs, fliewould throw herfelf into fits, 
and upbraid me with the moft bitter reproaches. 
On my being fent for to attend ray mother in her 
Jaft moments, flie threatened with horrid impre- 
cations, that if I left her then, I Ihould never 
fee her more. I had fcarce broke from her me- 
naces, when flie flew from her lodgings in an 
agony of paffion, and has not been heard of 
iince. 

Soon after the death of my mother, a lady of 
quality who vifited her, and who had caft an en- 
vious eye upon her diamonds, which were not 
contemptible, took occafion to make fome ad- 
vances towards me. Whenever we met, her dif- 
courfe always turned upon the great merits of my 
mother, and the tafte which (he (hewed in the 
choice and manner of wearing her jewels : and 
this converfation as conftantly ended in an affig- 
nation at her houfe. Though I was at firft a little 
proud to find my prefents meet fo ready an ac- 
ceptance, I was not exceedingly flattered in tho 
progrefs of this armour ; efpecially when I came 
to perceive, that the ftrongeft recommendation I 
had to her favour was growing weaker every day. 
I found alfo that a declaration which I 'had maae- 

of 
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of not loving cards, did not contribute to 
ftrengthen mj intcreft in that family. 

My next affair was with a lady who was really 
fond of me ; and I thought myfelf then at th« 
height of my wiihes : for (he managed fo dif- 
creetly, that we had not the leaft interruption 
from her hufband at home ; but her condud 
abroad was a perpetual fcenc of indifcretion and 
tyranny: She obliged me to attend her every 
night to the opera, and never to ftir from her fide. 
She would carry me to the moft frequented plays, 
and keep me in a whifper during the moft inte- 
refting fcencs. Not fatisfied with this, flie made 
me walk with her eternally in the park, the old- 
road, and Kenfmgton-gardens ; and to complete 
her triumph, flie dragged me, a miferable objed ! 
about the ftreets of London, with the fame pity- 
LCs oftentation as the inhuman conqueror trailed 
the lifelefs carcafe of Hedtor round the walls of 
"IVoy. To complete my misfortunes, it hap- 
pened that the beau monde eftablifhed a new mode 
of gallantry j and all knights amorous were re- 
quired to make love after the new fafhion, and 
attend their fair on horfcback. Unluckily for 
me, my mother not fufpefting that horfemanfbip 
would ever become, here, a rcquifite in gallantry, 
had made it no part of my £ngli(h education : 
therefore being an abfolute novice, I procured 
the quieteft beaft that was to be got, and hoped 
that I was properly mounted : but I foon found 
my miftakej for tne dullnefs of the beaft tended 
to bring a moft difgraceful fufpicion on the fpirit 
of the rider; and 1 was obliged at all events to 
undertake a more mettlefome fteed. The con-. 
fcqutnce was this ; the moment I joined my mif- 

treifr. 
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trefs^ fhe drew out her handkerchief, which 
fluttering in the wind, fo frightened my horfe, 
that he carried be direftly into the ferpentinc 
xiver. While I was taken up v/ith my own 
danger and difgrace, her horfe, which had ftarted 
at the fame time, ran a different way, and as fhe 
was no otherwife qualified for a rider, but by the 
confcioufnefs of being a woman of fafhion, flae 
was thrown again ft a tree and killed on the 
ipot. The remembrance of her fondnefs for me, 
though fo troublefome while living, was the 
caufe of great aiflidtion to me after her death : 
and it was near a twelvemonth before I fettled 
my affeftions on a new objeft. This was a 
young widow, who though (he did not give me 
the fame occallon of complaint as the laft, cre- 
ated me no Icfs pain by turning the tables upon 
roe. Inftead of requiring my conftant attend- 
ance, fhe would complain that I haunted and 
dogged her : and would frequently fccrete her- 
klTj or run on purpofe into fufpicious company, 
purely to give me uneafmefs. Though confcf- 
fedly her favourite, I have frequently been de- 
nied admit.tance, when the moft worthlefs pre- 
tenders have been let in : and when I have of- 
fered her tickets for a concert which fhe liked, 
fhe has refufed them, and accepted a party to a 
dull play, with the moft defpicable* of my rivals.^ 
When we have been at the fame table at cards, 
fhe has made it remarked by the whole afTembly 
that her eyes and her difcourfe have been in- 
duftrioufly kept from me; and fuch has been 
her cruelty, that when I have defircd the honour 
of walking with her the next morning, fhe has 
aufwcred with a fignificant fneer, fhe was very 

forrjr 
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Torry (he fliould not have my company, for flic 
intended to ride. With all this, who could 
imagine that I was the happy man ! and yet, as 
I fparcd no pains or coft in the enquiry, I can 
venture to pronounce that no other perfon what- 
ever fhared her favours with me. Of all the tor- 
tures that can be devifed for the punifhment of 
poor lovers, there arc none fo excruciating as this 
inequality of behaviour. 

Not to trouble you with a farther detail of the 
plagues and difquietudes, the difcoveries, ex- 
pences, fines, and dangers which are incident to 
gallantly in general, I fhall only tell you that I 
at laft perceived there was no peace or comfort 
for the votaries of Venus but under the aufpices 
of Hymen. To overcome my inveterate preju- 
dices againft the conjugal ftate, fo long defpifed, 
infulted, and injured by me, was the great diffi- 
culty : but as the thorough deteftron of the va- 
nity and folly of every degree of gallantry had 
by no means extinguiflied my unalterable love 
for the fcx, I found upon mature refleftion, that 
marriage was my only refourcc, and that I fhould 
run no great rifque in exchanging the real for the 
imaginary pains of love. 

Having taken this refolution, I ftept into the 
ridotto, fixed my eyes upon a very engaging 
figure, and immediately advertifed for the young 
lady in blue and filver ; requiring only a certifi- 
cate of her good-humour. I went to the coffee- 
faoufe, received a letter for A. B. and in thefpace 
of a few months, from being a reftlefs, tyran- 
nized, tormented wretch, I found myfelf a huf- 
band, a cuckold, and a happy man. I lived 
ten years in a ftate of perfeft tranquillity j and 

I can 



N*^7^ tat W C5 R L ry. ^i^ 

I cstif truly ia/, th^ I dhce ihdt with a woman, 
<vho, to the day of het death, behaved to m© 
9rkh coriftant attention and complacency. 
I ^m, Sir, 

!r^Kr W2/^ humbkfervantj 
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TH E exorbitant exadlions of * fervants iiir 
great' houfes, and thcnecefBty impofedupow 
you, after dining at a friend's table, of furren- 
-dering all the money in your pocket to the gang 
in livery who very dexteroufly intercept every 
avenue to the ftreet-door^ have been the fubjedb 
of a former paper. This cuftom, ilUberal and 
|)repofteFOus as it is, neither the ridicule with 
which I have treated it, nor my more ferioui 
reprehenfion, will, 1 fear, be able to abolifli* 
My eorrefpondehts continue to complain, that 
though the holpitable door is opened wide for 
iheit adiniffion^^ yet, like that of Pluto in Vir- 
gil, It is hardly pervious at tlieir retreat j nor 
can t&ey pafs the ninefold barrier witliout a c6- 
^icms fhow of influencing filver, T!^he watch- 
xiii drajgOns ftill expeA, and will expe^ for every 
(thek quietiag (op, from his honour^s bowing 
Antler, with the fignificaht napkin uinder his 
arm, to' the furly Swifs who guards tlie veftiblc, 
Yo'tif paflpof t is not now received J)y tliefe col- 
leJhx'S, as a free gift, but gathered as a turnpike 
toll 5 or, in other words, as the juft difcharge of 
ftVLt tavern reckoning. Thus the ftile of invi- 
VoIm IV, ' O * %axsM^> 
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tation, which runs genenlly that ^^ Lord fuch- 
•* a-onc defires you will do him the fevour to 
^ dine with him," is ex);>lained by dear-bought 
experience, to import, that you will obligingly 
xontribute your quota to the payment of his fer- 
Tants wages. 

YiT t!his abufe, grievous as it is to the gueft, 
and difgraceful to the mafter, is by no means the 
greateft inconvenience arifmg from a want of at« 
tention to GBConomical regulations* The follow- 
ing letter, which I have only room to infert at 
prefent, but which, for the fake of mv corref^ 
pondent, I may poffibly take under confederation 
at another opportunity, will fufficiently fliew tht 
keceffity of fuch regulations. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

SlK, 

I AM a plain country gentleman, pofleffed of 
a plentiful fortune, and bleft with moft of the 
comforts of life ; but am at prefent (not through 
any fault of my own, that I can recolleft) in great 
diftrefs ; which I am as much at a lofs how to re- 
medy, as I was unable to prevent. Though I 
have loved peace and* quiet all my life, and h^Ve 
endeavoured conftantly to maintain good order 
and harmony iil my family, I owe my grievances 
to the intrigues andjealoufies which have un- 
happily fubiiftcd for fome time paft among my 
sLRVANTs. I give them go%>d wages, which I 
pav punctually ; I indulge them in every reafon- 
able requeft, from a defire to make them happy ; 
and I have been told by all of them in their fe- 
veral turns, that I am, without exception, tbs 
zry beji of majlen. 

Yet, 
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Yet, with all my care and kindnefs, I can- . 
not eftablifh a proper fubordination amongft 
them I without which, I am fenfiUe, no family- 
government can longfubfift; and for want of 
which (as they cannot find a decent and reafon* 
able caufc ot complaint igainft me) th^ ar«' 
perpetually quarrelling with one another. They 
do not, I believe, intend originally to hurt me : 
on the contrary, they pretend my advantage 
alone is the occafion of their difagreement. But, 
were this really true, my cafe is no lefs deplor- 
able 5 for, notwithftanding the zeal they exprcf* 
for mv fervice, and the ^efpeft and afFcdion they 
profels to my perfon, my life is made miferable 
by their domeftic fquabbles ; and my eftate is 
Ynouldrinj^ away daily, whilft they are contend-, 
ing who mould manage it for me. They are fo 
obliging as to afTure me upon their honours, th^t 
their contefts are only who can befl: ferve fo good 
a mafter, and deferve jand claim the firft place i|i 
bis, favour j but, alas ! I begin to be a little 
apprehenfive that their ftruggle is, and has been, 
who fhbuld get moft vails, and have moft 
POWER under me j or, as you may think per- 
haps, over me. 

The firft appearance of this inteftine difcord 
was upon the following occafion. 

I HAVE a very troublefome neighbour^ who 
is continually committing encroachments upoit 
my lands and manor. He attacks me firft with 
his pen ; and pretending to have found out fome 
flaw in my fettlements, he commences a fuit of 
trefpafs againft me ; but at the fame time, fear-* 
ing left the law ftiould happen to decide in fa'> 
vour of RIGHT, he fends me word, bg wears a 
O 2 ^wd^x 
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fivord* Not lottg ago hs threatened ase diat he 
would break into injr park, ibeal mf fi^ out of 
mj canal^ and flidot aiy Jnurcs and deer wiAJft 
my pales. Upoir the advke of my ftaward and 
ether fervants, I fent tormv eftaiftitt fbe northfear 
a trufty eame-becper (wtofe hn,ytty and^ fide- 
lity I conld fdy npon) tocoaae «v Aif affftuice^ 
diat he might help to preferve^ iM>l ^nly ay 
CAME hut my FAMILY, niikh fiscmed to^ be in 
no fmall danger. Thdii oidew were no fooner 
idifpatched^ than to my gneat fwprize, my i^o5Ti- 
JLION bolted into the parlour where 1 Was* Ctf ing, 
and told flse with all the wannth of a patriot, 
that he fouU not conient to PsRDfNV^Nn the 
game-keoper's admiffion into the houfe, for that 
he humbfy concdyed it was neither fe# n^ bommr 
nor my intercft to be indebted for any pari of 
my protection, or even fafety, to » for ciokbr ; 
fbr you muft know, Mr. Fits-Adam^ that, very 
Ainfortunately for me, my poor honcft Ferdi- 
ff AND did happen to be bom fomewhere or other 
In Germany. You may imagine, however, 
that I paid little attention to this remonftrance of 
my POSTILION; but difmifling him- from my 
fervice, I fent for Ferdinand; who, upon the 
firft fummons, travelled night and day to come 
to my relief. "^ 

The next fit of afliftion that embarraiTed me, 
broke out in my ambitious helper. He pro- 
feffed himfelf fo exceflively careful of* mv peifon, 
that he did not think it fafe for me to be driven 
any longer by my old coachman ; on which 
account he grew impatient to afcend the box 
bimfelf. But his contrivances to facilitate this 
removal,- were plain indications that be attended 
• . to 
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to his own advancemefity mere tkan to my 
fusienration : for I hav«r )»een ififdrmed^ that he 
iias cfcca frigfateaed the 'borfes, to make them 
ttan unexpe^dly oirt of the •quartef : at other 
tinoes he has been dete^ed in laying great ftones 
in the way^ with « defign to overturn die coach } 
and in roads of difiouky and dai^r, was ilire tp 
keep out of the way falmfelf ^ nay,, at lafty he 
-tried to per&iade tb» (ervants, that it was the 
coachman's intention to drive headlong over 
them, and break all their necks. But when he 
found I had too good an opinion of old Thomas 
to entertain any fiifpicien of his honefty^ he came 
«ne morning in a pet, and gave me warning. I 
told hwn with great temper, he was to blame, 
l^id hion liis wages,: anid bid Thomas provide 
feimielf with anodier ff£C4P£lt. But I leave you 
to* judge of my grief as well as furprize, when 
Thomas anfwered me with tears in his ^es, 
*♦ that he muft intreat my permifSon to retire 
'* from my fervice : he found," he faid, '' he had 
^* many enemies, both within doors and with»- 
•*^ out : my family was divided into various par- 
** ties 5 fome were favourable to the helper, 
♦'and others had been wrdught upon by tht^ 
♦* late POSTILION ; he (hoiild be always grateful 
" for the goodnefs I had fhewn him ; and his 
>* laft breath fhould be employed in praying for 
•* my profperity." It was with great reludancc 
that I confented to his requeft ; he had fcrved 
me honeftly above thirty years, from • afFctStion 
more than intereft; had always greafed my 
wheels himfelf, and upon every one of my birth- 
^days, had treated all his brother whips at his 
own expence : fo that, far from being a gainer 
O 3 by 
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by my fervtce, he had fpent above half of what he 
had Mved before he came into it. You may 
imagine I would willingly have fettled a comfort- 
able aimuity upon htm ^ but you will wonder at 
bis behaviour on this occaiion : indeed I have 
never met with any thing like it, in one of his 
low fbtion : he declared, that he would rather 
live upon bread andcheefe, than put my honour 
toany expence, when he could be no longer ufe- 
ful to me. 

Thus have I been reduced, contrary to my 
inclination, to hire another coachman. The 
man I have now taken bears a ver^ reputable 
charaAer ^ but he happens to be fo infirm, that * 
he is fcarce yet able to get upon his box : and 
though he promifes, and I believe intends, to 
take all poffiblc care of mv horfes, I fear he has 
not been accuftomed to drive a fet fo reftive as 
mine arc, efpecially in bad roads. I have alfo 
bicn perfuaded to take my postilion again, as 
he is a great favourite of my prefent coachman. 
Between them they are new-modelling my fa- 
mily for me, and difcharging thofe fervants 
whom they happen to diflike. My experienced 
BAILIFF, who ufed to hold my courts, has left 
mc 5 and my game-keeper, who has been oblig- 
ed to 4ie during this hard winter in a tent In the 
garden, Is ordered back again into the north, 
though he has given no fort of offence, but on 
the contrary, he has been greatly inftruqiental in 
protefting me from the infults of my bluftering 
neighbour ; fo unpardonable a crime is it to be 
born in Germany ! 

Good Mr. Fitz-Adam, advife me, at a fri^d, 
what courfe to take, W£ master s^ as we are 

im* 
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improperly called, are become of late fo fubfer- 
vient to our fervants, that I fhould apprehend 
this univerfal want of Subordination in them, 
muftiit laft be <ietrimcntal to the ftate itfelf : for 
as a family is compofed of many fervants, cities 
and countries are made up of many houfes and 
families, which together conftitute a nation. 
Difobedicnce in the majority of individuals to 
their Superiors, cannot fail of producing a 
general licentioufnefs, which muft terminate at 
uft in anarchy and confulion* 
I am. Sir, 

Tour conjiant reader 
and admirer^ 

George Meanwell. 

Numb. 208. Thursday, Dec. 23, 1756. 

AS the firft of the following letters is written 
by a female correspondent, and the fecond 
intended for the Service of that Sex, I have taken 
Ac firft opportunity of giving them to the public. 

To Mr. Fitz-Adam* 

Sir, 
I AM a young woman, and live in the coun- 
try with an uncle and aunt, whoSe charafters, as 
they are Somewhat particular, may perhaps con- 
tribute towards the entertainment of your readers. 
My uncle is a man So. full of himSelf, that he 
approves of nothing but what is done (to uSe 
*^^ O 4 his 



)^is own wocdfi) 4ifi^ hi$ m^xinu ^^miie tkKe 
jears ago be caught ^ great cold ^ ^vcr finer 
wdiich tiipe he wears a gre^ couft, a^j c$^}f 
every man a £x>l that goes witl^ut 4>i|e, cv« in 
the dog-days. The ^or ixj. ^ jacj^ion ^ocmupff 
to fee him, was thrown q$ ^U l)«p^ n^ 
broke his leg.-<— Whea be w^ hrougfat into 
the houfe, and my uncle c^e to he ior 
formed that the accident l^appjen^ by his pafing. 
through a long lane, \n ordf^r to qUI upon a. 
particular friend in his Vfsff to us^ he tpli him 
with an air of great iraportai)i:e, tha^ it was al- 
ways a maxim with himy ^* never to do two 
** things at once/' He then introduced a long 
ftory about queen Elizabeth and lord Burleigh, 
which, after it had lasted above half an hour„ 
concluded with lord Burleigh's telling the 
queen, that he had made ^ a. maxim, ^^ never 
♦* to do but one thing at a time*" Thus did 
he perplex the poor gentleman, who lay Ail .the 
iime with a broken Hmb ; nor would he fufFer 
any perfon in the room to go £»r a fui^geon tilt 
his ftory was told. While the 1^ was fettjoff, 
and the patient in the utmoft torment, my «mSt 
fiood b V, and with all the rhetoric he was mafter 
of, enaeavoured to perfuade his kinfman that 
his misfortune was ea<;ire^y owing to a negleA 
of the excellent maxims which he had fo often 
taught him. He concluded his harangue with a 
Aring of prosi^trhs^ mattm^ ^nd fmtimuUy of 
which he is^ ijb ci4icuioufly foftd, that thece is na 
Angle a£Uoa of his iife o^^ is not euytiiely go^ 
verned bv one or otbe/of tben?.. X have Stt^ 
him in tne garden, iip the mi4ft of a moft viOf 
le^t ;huii4er^A9WPrA W^JUpi^g 9^ ff»^% F<^ <^ 
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vwds the boufe» ibecaiife)u3 AienJ lord OnflawV 
motU>i$fe/lixfimtei which words I hav^ ^aid 
him repe«(C aad CKf^Uin ib pfteft that I have them 
alwm ii:! nijf head« 

My mnt iA truly one Aefli wkh hicr b^iibiuid.. 
She af^oves of oochifig but what is don^ alcqr 
i&^ 0Z(;» example^ though Ibe h unable to fupport: 
her prejudices even by ^pr^vtri or zfaying. Ar. 
I a«n ib unfortunate as to differ from her in alsi^ft 
all my a£Uons, we are extremely liable to quarre}». 
Shi ^is up at fix, becaufe flie cannpt^^S^^. 
and /lie in bed till nine,, becaiife I canfiot eavl^ 
wake. When we meet at breajlcfaft^,! am fure to* 
be fcolded for my drowfineft and indylg;jsnde»4adi 
queftioiied at leafta dozen times over,. ** why I 
" cannot do afij^does,, get up with the fun ?"* 
** Ay, fays my uncle, and go to reft with the; 
** lark, as the faying is." But alas ! my aunt 
obfcrres hut part of the faying; for Ipn^^before 
the lark goes to rooft, (he will fall afleep in herr 
-chair, iixilefs kept awake by cards ;. ti^osgh her - 
tt&al bed-cine is noit tiU jiioe o'dook*. "^ 

Now,. Mr.Fttz^Adauii, i would &tn knoar 
whether the houirs hetween nine and twelve, pod- 
luded you. axe qoke awake, are not of equal a& 
with tboie between Ax and nine,, when. yDi|:kAs 
half the time aileep i My aunt fays, no ; for that: 
4ni hour in the morning is worth t%oo in the af- 
ternoon ; wUch I cannot for the life of me con»»~ 
prehend,. 

The okiiady is«one of thofe gsod fort of wo- 
men who think every diing beneath their notice 
but family affinird and houfekeeping :: for. wfaichi 
reafon, if ever ihe catches me reading a'volume 
^ the Spedaior^or W«id, (he immcdiateiY aflcs^ 
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mc if the Art cf (Mtiry^ whidi fliemade me a 
•prefent of, is miflaid or loft ; to whichihe is fure 
to add, that for hir part^ flie does not fte^iriiat 
good can come of reading fuch heathenilh books ; 
•and that had jSv given up her mind to nmfinfe 
* wndjluf^ my uncle and his family muft have dcca 
beggars, fo they muft. 

Am I really to be governed by thefe old folks, 
or may I go on in my old way, and laugh at 
their abfurdities ? I read your paper every Friday 
when the poft comes in, and uajl be glad to fee 
the letter inferted.in your next, with your opinion 
of the matter, that I jnay know which is the 
wi&fty my uncle, my aunt, or Mr; Fit2^ Adam's 
bmHifervmi 

and admirer ^ 

C.P. 

Sin, 

If we pay a due regard to proverbial expre(« 
Sons, whicn^are oftentimesibunded in good fenie 
\aiid experience, the texture of the fcull^ particu- 
'larly the extreme thicknefs or extreme thxnneis 
of it, contributes not a little to the ftupidity or 
folly of our fpecies. By a thick-fculled man we 
always ipean a fool, and by a thin-fculled fellow, 
one without any difcretion. May we not theie» 
•fore fuppofe that the ftate of mea» rei^)e£ting their 
underftandlngs, is pretty much this : when their 
craniums are extremely folid, they are generally 
'ideotsi when in a medium, perfensof fente ; when 
ibmewfaat thinner, wits; and when extremely 
thin, .madmen ? 

What has led me into diejfe reflexions, is the 
pjrefeut praftice amou^wx\^\^^ ^^ ^^^bare- 
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headed, and a remarkable paflage in Herodotus, 
concerning the effect of that praflice among the 
E^iptians* 

This andent and curious hiftorian and travel- 
ler tells us, that paffing by Pelufium, where there 
had been, many years before, a bloody battle 
fought between the Perfians and Egyptians, and 
the fculls of the flain on each fid^ bein^ ftill in 
different heaps, he found, upon trial, that thofe 
of the Egyptians were fo thick, they required a 
ftrong blow to break them ; whereas thofe of the 
Perfians were fo thin and tender, they fcarcely re- 
fitted the flighteft ftrokc. Herodotus attributes 
the thinnefs and tendernefs of the Periian fculls, 
to their wearing warm caps or turbans ; and the 
thicknefs and hardneis of the Egyptians, to their 

foing bareheaded, and thereby expofmg their 
eads to heats and colds. Now if this opinion 
of Herodotus, and the foregoing remarks, be w( U 
founded, what rueful effetts may the pr^fent fa- 
{hion of our ladies expofing their heads^ to all 
weathers, efpecially in the prefent f cid feaTon, be 
attended with ! Inftead of fenfible,' witty, and'in- 

Enious women, for which this country hM fa 
agbecn famous, we may in a little time hk^ 
only a generation of triflers. 

By what has happened to a neighbouring 'na- 
tion, we have the more reafon to dread the like 
misfortune among ourfelves. And happy are thofe 
who take warning by the misfortunes of others. 
Formerly, when the Dutch kept therr heads warmc 
tn furrecl caps, they were a wife and brave peoble, 
delivered themfclves from flay^ry, and eftablilned 
a wealthy and formidable republic : but fincc 
they have leftoff this good old fafiiion^ and tdcen 
O 6 v^ 
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to Frcach toupq^s, vber^bjr their beads ara 
much expofed, chqr ^re become (q thick-ibulled» 
that is, fo ftupid and fodlifli, as to negle£b jJmoft 
evejy tmwM of mtional heopfit aayd pjvjbnra- 
tipn. . . 

Though the ancimt Greeks vere fame of 
the wiieft aod moSt acute people m the vorld* 
yet the Beotiaos were remarkably ignorant and 
aull. What can we aficribe this diference be* 
tween them and their fellow Greeks to, but the 
diflEerent coofonnations of the feat of knowledge ? 
I wiSh our fociety of antiquaries would endeavour 
to find out if this did not proceed from the Beoi-^ 
tsans following the Egyptiai^ fidhion above- 
mentioned* 

Are we to (uppoie that the only modverof oue 
eminent phyficians and great lawyess for wearing, 
fuch large periwigs as they generally do. is merely^ 
to appear wifcr than other people ? Have they, 
not experienced that thefe warm coverings of the 
head greatly contribute to render them really (o i 
One appacent proof of their being wifer than 
moft others is, that the former very rarely take 
^)y phyUcy and the latter never go to law whei^^ 
they can avoid it. However, we mufi for the; 
fake of truth acknowledge^ that too many of 
thefe gentlemen of both.profeflions,. feem to nave 
carried the practice of keeping their heads warm 
to fuch an excefs, as to occaUon a kind of mad- 
nefs, whichihewsitfelf info voracious an appe- 
tite for fees, as can hardly.be fatisiied. But as 
we frequently fee good proceed from evil, may it 
not be hoped that thefe extravagancies of phyfi- 
cians and lawyers will put people upon making as 
fittleworkas goflib^ for either^by fubf^ituting;^*. 

tem{^t- 
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temperance in the room of- phylic^ and arbitra-- 
tiom inftea4 of iaw*fiiits f ' 

Whether your female readers will talce^ 
warning vby the ^x^mples facfe let befbse cfaem, osr 
much efteem your advice or mine, I. know not % 
hut fundy fitoi of them at leaft as go to^dirircfai 
and there fay their prayeiSy, will ps^ a.fHioper te*- 
gard to St. Pauly who telis them, that ^ every 
*^ woman who prayeth with her head uncovered 
'^ fliflionoureth her head/' 

In one of the iflands in the Archipelago (I 
think it is Noxos) there was formerly a law thar 
po woman fliould appear abroad in embroidered' 
clothes, or with jswels, unlefs ihe were a pro-*- 
fefled courisezatt) near' be attended when (he 
walked the ftreets, with more than one waiting*^ 
maid, except ihe was in liquer. Now what L 
wiould proppfe is, diat you, Mr* Fitz-Adam^ 
fliould iffiieoiit an pdi&^ that none of the fairiex 
in ou£ iflaod fliall for the future be £een.in pub- 
lic without a caji, bntfuch as are known to be 
bdies of pteafure; unlets you.ihall be pleafed to 
excf pt liiojie who aie apt to tipple a liule too- 
much, and therefore go in this manner to cooL 
their heads. 

Lam^ Sir,. 

fiur mf/f htsmik firvant*' 



'^^vc^ 
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Numb. 209. Thursday^ Dn. 30, 1756. 

XH £ public will no doubt be a good deal 
aftoniihed, that inftead of the great name 
lam Fitx*-Adam,to this paper, they now fee 
it written by a poor weak woman, its publiiher, 
and dated from the Globe in Pater*NoAer-Row. 
Alas ! nothine but my regard and veneratioa^r 
that dear jKooclman could have got the better of 
my modei^, and tempted me to an undertaking 
that only himfelf was equal to, 

BEFoai thefe lines can reach the prefs, that 
truly gtait and amiable gentleman will, in all 
probability, be no more. . An.jevent fo fudden 
and uaexpe£led, and in which the public are to 
deeply interefted, cannot fail to excite the cu- 
rioltty of every reader ^ I Cball therefore relate it 
in the concifeft manner I am able, not in the 
leaft doubting but my defeats in ilyle will be 
overlooked, and that grief and concern will pre- 
vent criticifm. 

The reader may remember, tbat in the fxrft 
number of the World, and in feveral fucceed* 
ing papers, the good old gentleman flattered him- 
felf that the profits of his labours would (bme time 
or other enable him to make a genteel figure in 
the world, and feat him at laft in his one horse 
CHAIR. The death of Mrs. Fitz-Adam, which 
happened a few months fince, as it relieved him 
from the great expence of houfekeeping, made 
him in a hurry to fet up this eqitipace; and as 
thefale of his paper was even beyond his expec- 

Utions, 
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tations, I was one of the firft of his friends that 
advifed him to purchafe it. The e^jpage was 
accordingly befpoke and fent home ; and as he 
had all along promifed that his firft irifit in it 
ihould be to me, I e;cpeAed him laft Tuefday at 
my cotmtry-houfe at Hoxton. The poor gemle- 
man was pundual to his appointment ; and it 
was with ereat delight that I faw him from my 
window mving up the road that leads to my 
houfe. Unfortunately for him, his eye caught 
mine ; and h<yp!n^ (as I fuppofe) to captivate me 
by his great fkill m driving, he made twoorlfiree 
flotiri£hes with iiis whip, which fo frightened tht 
horfe, that he ran ftirioufly away wi& ' the car- 
riage, daihed'it againft a ' ^oft, and threw the 
driver from his feat with 1 vtolbnce hardly to be 
conceived. I fcrean:ed otrf tb'toiv maid, ^^ Lord 
«< blefs me ] (ays I, Mr. Fitz-Adam is killed I*" 
and away we ran to the fpot where he lay. At 
firft I imagiiled that his head was off; but upoh 
drawing nearer to him, I found it was his hat ! 
He breathed indeed, which gave me faofpes that 
he was not quite dcul ; but for other figns of life^ 
he had pofitively none. 

In this miferable condition, with the help of 
fome neighbours, we brought him into the hou Ar, 
where a warm bed was quickly got ready for 
htm ; which, together with bleeding ^nd other 
helps, brought him by degrees to life and reafon. 
He looked round about him for fome time, and 
at laft, feeing and knowing me, enquired after 
his CHAISE. I told him it was fafe, though a 
good deal damaged.. ^^ No matter, madam, he 
^' replied > it has do^ my bufineis i it has car(- 

" ricd 
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^ riedflneajournejfroa this world to the Aest: 
^ J fliall have no ufe for it M&in" Hat kit 
fpeech failed hiaif. and I thought him exptrijig ; 
but after a few minutes^- recovering as it were 
from a trance* he proceeded thua^. ^^ Mrs. Coofer^ 
^ iaya be, you behold in the aiiienMe €iAt£t 
^ W3W before you, a fpeaktng monumciit of the 
^ folly and madnefs of ambition. This fatal 
^ CHAISE was the ultimate end of all mj pur^ 
^< fuits; the hope of it animated my labourst 
^^ and filled me with ideas of felicity and gran* 
^^ deur. Alas ! how has it humbled me ! May 
^ other great men take warning by my &11 ! 
^ The World, Mrs. Cooper, is now at an 
^^ end ? I thought it deftined to a longer period ( 
** but the decrees of fate are not to be refifled^ 
^ It would indeed haye pleafed me. to have 
** written the laft paper myfdf ; but that taflp,» 
^* madam, muft be yours ; and however painful 
** it may be to your modefty, I conjure you ta 
*^ undertalce it." He paufed here for a nMMnent 
** or two, as if waiting for my anfwer ; and a^ 
^^ well as I could fp^ak for forrow and concern, L 
•* promifed what he aiked. ** Your knowledge 
*< as a publifher, madam (proceeded he) and your^ 
•* great fluency of words, will make it perfecUy. 
'* eafy to you. Little more will be neceilary 
*' than to fet forth my fudden and unhappy end ; 
*< to make my acknowledgments to the public foe 
. ^ the indulgence it has ihewn me ; and above all, 
" to teftify my gratitude to my numerous corre- 
** fpondents, to whofe elegant pieces this paper 
'' has been principally indebted for its uncom- 
^ mon fuccefs, I intended (with permiifion) ta 
h « haue. 
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♦* have clofed the work wkh a lift of tbofe cor«^ 
*< refpondents ; but death prevents sie from 
^^ raiti^ this monument t<r myiamef'^ 

A VIOLENT fit of coushing, in which I fearei 
the poor jg^ntleman voiud have gone off, rohbeil 
jbim ofbisfpeechfiM- more thaAhalfan hour; ac 
laft, howeyei^ he came agvn to bimfelf^ and^ 
though moxe feebly thaa befbie^ proceeded as 
follows. ^^ I am thaidcfiil^ madam, that I yec 
^* iive^ and that an oQx>rtuntt]r is given me oT 
*^ confeffine the frailties of mv nature to a faitiu 
^< ful friend." I winked at du<an to withdraw, 
but ihe would not undeifiand me: her ftay, how- 
ever, did not prevent Mr. Fit^Adam from giving 
me a full de^ of the fips of his youth ; which 
as they only amount to a fevr gallantries among 
the ladles, with nothing more lieinous than a 
rape or two at coHegr^ we VA him be of com-^ 
fort, 9nd ^ink no more of itich trifles* ^' An4 
'^ now, madam, £rys be, I have another concern 
'^ to trouble you with* When I was a boy at 
^ fcbod, it always poflefled my thou^ts, thaf 
«< wfaeneverl died I ftould be Juried in Weft* 
«< minfterabbey. I coofeft freely io yoir, ma* 
** dam, diat diis has beat dbe eaoiUnt ambition 
^ of my riper years. The gpaeat eood which my 
^* labours have done to mankind wiU, I hope^ 
^^ entitle my remains to an interment in that ho* 
^< nouraUe pboe; nor will die public, I believe^, 
^ bedifindined to ereft a fmtahle monument ta 
** mv memory. The frontifpiece to the Wontn^ 
^ wnich was die lucky thought of my printer^ 
^ { take to be a moft excell^t defign ', and if 
^* executed at large in virgin marble^, muft have 
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^ an afaiinihir cSoSL I can think (xily of one 
^ akcxarioQ in it, which is, that in the back 
^ ground I mnU have, in idief, a cme-horfe 
^ chair in the aA of overturning, that die ftory 
^ of mjr dcadi, as it contains a Icflbn for die am- 
^ bhioiis, maj be recorded widi my name. My 
** epitaph, if the public might be ib fatisfied, I 
** trould hare decent and concife. It would of- 
^ fend my modefty, if after the name of Fitz- 
** Adam, more were to be added dian thefe 
«* wofdj, 

<< Z&fcwK&fifa^ Philosopher, 
«* y&wrftf^ Writer, 

AND 

•* Qf THIS ACB mr natiok. 

** I fay, madam, of this age and nation, becaufe 
*< other times and other countries have produced 
** very great men ; infomuch that diere afc 
** names anK>ng the andents, hardly inferior to 
** that of Adam Fitz- Adam." 

The good old gendeman would have pro- 
ceeded, but his fpeech fuled him again, and he 
lay as if expiring for two whole hours ; during 
which inter\'al, as I had no dme to fpare, and as 
all I had heard was then frefh in my memory, I 
fat myfcif down to fulfil the promife I had made. 
When I had written thus far, he again attempted 
to fpeak to me, but could not. I held up the 
paper to him, and afked if he would hear it read. 
He nodded his aflent, and after I had gone thio' 
it^ his approbation. I defired him to fignify by 

fome 
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fome motion of his hand, if there was any thing 
in it that he wiihed to have altered. He nodded 
his head again, and gave me a look of fuch com- 
placency and re^d, as convinced me I had 
pleafed nim. It is from a knowledge of this cir- 
cumftance that I ihall now fend what I have 
written to the prefs, with no other concern than 
for the accident which occalioned it : an ^ccidcnt^ 
which I (hall never think of without tears, as it 
wjll probably deprive the public of a moft able in« 
ftruAor, ana me of a worthy friend and conftant 
benefadlor. 

Clobe, Pater^Nofter-Row. iiir ^ 

tuefday, Dec. »8, 1756. MARY CoOPIR. 

P. 5. Wednefday nighty fen o'clock. Mr. Fljtz- 
Adam is ftill alive, though in a dangerous way. 
He came to his fpeech this morning, and direAed 
me to inform the public, that as the World is 
now clofed, he has ordered a general Index to 
the folio volumes to be printed and given gratis 
in a few days at Mr. Dodfley's in Pall-Mali, 
and at lA. Cooper's at the Globe in Pater-Nof- 
ter-Row. 
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The following paper having Ij^e^ traaAnittod m 
Mr. Fitx-Ajdam's bookfelfer on the very dasy 
of that gentleman's misfortune, he takes the 
liberty to offcar it tp the public juft fts k cs«mfiL 
to band.. 

To Mr, FiTZ-AiXAM^ 

A S the contagiop of politic has b§ea i(b ]fr€^ 
r\^ valent of late, that it_ has even (I won'^ 
Jay, infedled, but at leaft) infufed itfelf into the 

fapcrs of the impartial Mr. Fitz-Adam, perhaps. 
may not make him an unacceptable preifent itb 
the following piece, which will humour the bent 
of his diforder (for I muft confider political writr^ 
tings as a diftemper) and at the fame time will 
cool, not to increafe, any iharpnefs in his blood- 
Though the author of this little effay is rc- 
tijTed from the bufier fcenes of life, he has not 
buried bimfclf in fuch. indifference to his country. 
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as to defpife, or not to attend to, what is paffing 
-even in thofe fccnes be has quitted ; and having 
withdrawn from inclination, not from difguft, he 
preferves the fame attachments that he formerly 
mide, though contrafted even' then from efteem, 
not from intereft. He fe^ with a feeling con- 
cern the diftreffes and diftraftions of his country ; 
he fbrcfecs with anxiety the confequences ot 
bo A. He laments the *fc6rd that divides thofe 
men of fuperior genius, whofe ' union, with all 
their abilities, were perhaps inadequate to the 
crifis of our affairs. He does not prefume to dif- 
cufs the grounds of their diflentions, which he 
wifhes themifelves to overlook ; and he would be 
i^ne T>f the laft men in England to foment divi- 
fion, where his intereft as 2t Briton, and his pri- 
vate i)icl1natioh$ as a man, bid him hope for co- 
alition. Yet he would not be a man, he might 
be aftoic, Jf even thefe inclinations wereequ5ly 
balanced : fiis admiration may be fufpended, his 
'heart will be partial. From thefe fenfations he 
has been naturally led to httient and condemn 
ttie late torrent of perfonalities : he fees with 
grief the gteateft characters treated with the 
greateft Ktenfioufnefs : his friendfhip has been 
touched at finding one of the moft refpeCtable 
afperfed in the moft injurious manner. He holds 
Tteit perfon's fame as much fuperior to reproach^ 
as he thinks himfelf inferior to That perfon's de- 
fence ; and yet he cannot help giving his teftL- 
mony to the reputation of a man, with whofe 
friendfhip he has been long honoured. This 
' ambition, Sir, has occafioned my tro]ubling you 
with the foHowing portrait^ whttf^ ^i|;ht years 
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ago; deCgned then as private incenie to an h<H 
noured name'; and ever fince preferved by the 
author only, and in the fair hands to which it 
was originally addrefled. I will detain you no 
longer than to fay, that if this little piece (hould 
be accufed of flattery, let it be remembered, that 
it was written when the fubje£t of it was no mi- 
fiifter of ftate, and that it is publiflied now (and 
ihould not elfe have been publiihed) when be is 
no minifter at alL 
I am, 
S I R, 

Tour humhk fervant^ 

HUM. 

To the Right Honourable Lady C. F. 
♦ 

Madam, 
I HAVE been attempting to draw a pi£lure of" 
one of your friends, and think I have in fome de- 
gree fucceeded ; but as I fear natural partiality 
may make me flatter myfelf, I cboofe to fubmil 
to your ladyihip's judgment, whofe prepolIeflioA 
for the perfon repre^nted is likely to balance 
what fondnefs I may have for my own per- 
formances. As I believe you love tne perfon in 
queftion, as much as ever -other people love 
themfelves, the medium between the faults you 
fhall find, and the juft refemblance that I fee in 
the following portrait, is likely to be an tX2& 
image. 

. l^HE gentleman I am drawing is about ♦ three- 
and-forty : as you fee all the fondnefs and deli- 

* Thii wai writtra in the yetr 174$^ 

S cacy 
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cacy and attention of a lover in him^ perhaps 
your.ladyfhip may take him to be but diree-and- 
twenty ; but I, whofe taknt is not flattery, and 
who from his judgment and experience , and au- 
thority,^ fho.uld at firft fet him down for three* 
fcore, upon the &n&e& enquiry can only allow 
liim to be in the vigour of his age and underftand* 
ing. His perfon decides rather on my fide, for 
though he has all the eafe and amiablenefs of 
youth, yet your ladyihip muft allow that it has a 
dignity, which youth might aim at in vain, and 
for which it will fcarcc ever be exchan^d. If I 
iwere like common painters, I ihould give him a 
ruddy healthful complexion, and light up his 
countenance with innpid fmiles and unmeaning 
l>enigni^ : but this would not be a faithful por- 
trait : a florid bloom would no more give an idea 
of him, than his bended brow at firft lets one into 
the vafl humanity of his temper ; or than an un- 
diftinguiihins.imile would fupply the place of his 
nianlyxurioatv and penetration. To paint him 
with a. chearful open countenance would be a 
poor return of compliment for the flattery that 
bis approbation beftows, which, by not being 
promited, doubly fatisfies one's felt-love. The 
merit of others is d^rading to their friends ; the 
gentleman I mean makes his wortb open upon 
you, by perfuad^ig you that he difcovers fome in 
you. 

He has the true charaAeriftic of a great man, 
that he is fuperior to others in his private, fo- 
cial, unbended hours. I am far from meaning 
by this fuperiority, that he exerts the force of 
his genius unnecefTarily : on the contrary, you 
only perceive his preheminence in thofe moments 

by 
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l»vhis1>eing mere agreeal^ gec rf -nattired, aiil 
iole with mart eafe, than edier people. He feems 
jnquifitive, as if his on^ bttfindTs were" to leirn ; 
and is unrderved, a^ it he were onfy t» mform ; 
and is equally iAcapaUe of myfteij in pre it o U n g 
to know what he does not, txr in coneesffing WW 
he does. 

In the houfe of jcornmons he was- fior feme timb 
an ungraceful and unpopular Q>eiaker, the abun- 
dance -of his matter overfowing his elocution : 
but the force of his i^es^oning has prevailed boA 
over his own defeiSts and Aok jof his audience^ 
He fpeaks With a flrength and perfpicUrtv of ar'o 
gument that command3 the^sadihirafiott of an ag6 
apt to be more cheaply pleafed. But His vanity 
cannot fatisfy if felf oh the terms it could &tis^ 
others ; nor would he thank any man for his ap- 
probation, unlefs he were confcious of defervinff 
it. But he carries this delicacy ftill iardier, and 
has been .at the idle labour of making himielf 
lame and honoui^ by purfuing a regular ami 
ftcady plan, when ait and eloquence wouH haarc 
.carried him to an equal height, and made tiloft 
jfear him, whonowtmly love liitn^— if a party caa 
Jove a man who tlhcy ice w only conhet^d with 
.them by principles^ not bjprgudiccs; 

In another light oneim^difebvei'aftother little^^ 
•nefs in his- eonduA : in afFsufs* of his oftce ^ 
he is as minute and as full of application as if he 
v^ere always to reiiliain in the fame poil ; and as 
exa£l and knowing as if he always had beon in 
k. He is as attentivie to th^ (micitation «nd 
interefts of others in his province, as if he wdrt 

•Sccret«fitWi^#- 

making 
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making, their fortune, not his own ; and -to the 
great detriment of the miniftry, had turned one 
of the beft fme-cures under the government into 
Che of the moft laborious employments, at the 
fame time imagining that the eafe with which he 
executes iti will prevent a difcovery of the inno- 
vation. He receives all officers who addrefs to 
him with as little pride as if he were fecurc t)f in- 
nate nobility 5 yet this defeft of illuftrious birth 
is a blcmim, which feme of the greateft men 
have wanted to make them completely great : 
TuUy had it ; had the happinefs and glory of 
raifmg himfclf from a^ private condition ; but 
boafting of it, might as well have been noble : 
he degraded himfelf by ufurping that prerogative 
of nobility, pride of what one can neither caufe 
nor prevent, 

I SAY nothing of his integrity, becaufe I 
know nothing of it, but that it has never been 
breathed upon even by fufpicion : it will be time 
enough to vindicate it, when it has been im- 
peached. He is as well-bred as thofe who co- 
lour over timidity v/ith gcntlenefs of manners, 
and as bravely fmccre as thofe who take, or 
would have brutality taken for honefty^ but though 
his great freedom is polite, his greateft conde- 
fceniion is dignified with fpirit ; and he can no 
more court his enemies, than r^lax in kindnefs 
to his friends. Yet though he has more fpirit than 
almoirt any man living, it h never looked upon 
as flowing from his paffions, by the intimate con- 
neAion that it always preferves with his under- 
ftanding. Yet his paffions are very ftrojng : he 
loves play, women more, and one woman more 
than ajh The amiatblenefs of his behaviour to 
Vol. IV^ P W^n 
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her, is only caiiallcdbyhcrs to him— -But «' 
your ladylhip mould not know a pi£hire of this . 
charming woman, when drawn with all her pro- 
per graceful virtues ; and as that engaging ijrno- 
'ranee might lead you even into an uncertamty 
about the portrait of the gentleman, I fhall lay 
down my pencil, and am» 

Madam^ 

Toftr Ladyship's 

m^/l obedinit 

bu9ibk fervanij 

VAN D Y K E. 
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